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H.P. 1483 House of Representatives, March 30, 1999

An Act to Require a 24-hour Waiting Period before an Abortion May Be
Performed.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative AHEARNE of Madawaska.

Cosponsored by Senator DAVIS of Piscataquis and

Representatives: BOUFFARD of Lewiston, CARR of Lincoln, DAVIS of Falmouth, MACK
of Standish, PERRY of Bangor, SIROIS of Caribou.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §1598, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c¢. 61,

§2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1 Poli It } bli 1i £ 1) Stat that n
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r 1if h £f th regn woman. It i 1
i i 1 r m n
] T .

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §1598, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 405,

§2, is amended to read:

2. Definitions. As used in this section and in sections
1 - -E, unless the context otherwise indicates, the
following terms shall have the following meanings.

A. "Abortion" means the intentional interruption of a
pregnancy by the application of external agents, whether
chemical or physical or by the ingestion of chemical agents
with an intention other than to produce a live birth or to
remove a dead fetus.

B. "Viability'" means the state of fetal development when
the life of the fetus may be continued indefinitely outside
the womb by natural or artificial life-supportive systems.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §1598, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 405,

§2, is amended to read:

4. Abortions after viability; criminal liability. A person
who performs an abortion after viability is-guidty-e£f commits a
Class D crime if:

A. He That person knowingly disregarded disregards the
viability of the fetus; and

B. He-knew That person knows that the abortion was is not

necessary for the preservation of the life or health of the

mether pregnant woman.
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Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §1599-A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 61, §4, is

repealed.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §§1599-B, 1599-C, 1599-D and 1599-E are enacted

to read:
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D. At 1 4 hours befor h rtion he woman must
given a copy of the printed material described in section
1599-C., If the woman is unable to the read the material, it
must be read to her., If the woman asks guestions concerning
any of the information or material, answers must be provided
to her in her own language.

E. Prior to the abortion, the woman must certify in writing
on a certification form provided by the department that the
information required to be provided under paragraphs A, B
h i A ician who perform
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"There are many public and private agencies willing and able
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development of a fetus at 2-week gestational increments and any
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SUMMARY

This bill repeals existing standards for informed consent
and replaces them with a provision modeled after the Pennsylvania

statute held constitutional in Planned Parenthood of Southeastern
Pennsylvania v, Casey, 505 U.S., 833, 112 s.Ct. 2791, 120 L.Ed.2d
674 (1992).
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