MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2108
S.P. 749 In Senate, March 30, 1999

An Act to Clarify the Equine Activity Law.

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry suggested and

ordered printed.

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator KILKELLY of Lincoln.

Cosponsored by Representative PIEH of Bremen and

Senators: BENNETT of Oxford, NUTTING of Androscoggin, SMALL of Sagadahoc,
Representatives: COWGER of Hallowell, GREEN of Monmouth, HONEY of Boothbay,
MCcKEE of Wayne, SHIAH of Bowdoinham.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§12-A, as enacted by PL 1991, c.
779, §13, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §4101, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 779, §41 and
affected by §60, is amended to read:

§4101. Definitions

As used in this chapter, wunless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1.---Bearding--stable,---"Bearding--stable!--means--a--placer
building-e¥-tract--of -land -in-or-on-whioch- privately -owned-equines
are-kept-for-their-owners-in-return-for-a-feer

3v----Commereial---riding---fagility-----"Commereial-—-riding
faeility!-means-a- place,-building or--tract -of -land-in-or-en-whiah
equines--are - -kept - for-- the--purpese-—-of - -offering - to--the--pubiie
reereational-riding-er-instruetion-in-riding-er-driving~

3~---Engage - i®--an--equine -aetivity»---‘Eagage —--in -an--eguine
aetivity!- means--to-vide,--train,-drive--or-he-a-passenger--on--an
eguiner--whether - -mouwnted - 0¥ — WMOUHEet- - - Y Engage-—ia--an--eguine
aetiviky!--dees--nei--mean---to-—-observe - an--eguine --agtivity--er
partieipate--in--an--equine - -activity --in--a--capacity--other--than
ridingr-training,-driving-or-riding-as-a-passenger-on-an-eguiner

4. Equine. "Equine" means a horse, pony, mule, donkey or
hinny. “Eguined-dees-net-mean--a -standardbred -horce -owned-or-kept

£for-harness-raeing-in-aceordanee-with-Title-8,-chapter-11.

5. Equine activity. "Equine activity" means-eone--or-more-of

includes bhut is not limiteqd to the following:
A. Eguine - - shows, - - fairs,---competitions --performances--or

parades--that--invelve - any--breeds--of - egquines--and - any--0£ -the
eguine-diseiplines,--dneluding, - bub-not-limited-ter-dressager
hunter--and - jumper--herse - -shows,— - grand--pri% - Jumping,--3-day
eventsy——-gombined - - training, --rodeos,---4riving,---pulling,
euttingy--polo,---steeplechasing,--endurance---trail --riding,

western--games -and--hunting Riding or driving an equine or
ridin nger on_ Qr in vehicl W n
equine:;

B. Equine training e¥, teaching or testing activities:;
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C. Boarding eguines or keeping an equine, including, but
not limited to, normal daily care of an equine:;

D. Riding, inspecting or evaluating an equine belonging to
another person, whether or not the owner has received some
monetary consideration or other thing of value for the use
of the equine or is permitting a prospective purchaser of
the equine to ride, inspect or evaluate the equine; and

E. Rides, trips, hunts or other equine activities of any
type, however informal or impromptu, that are sponsored by
an equine activity sponsor~g

N T in T n
Providing or istin a th oV in ntal
care: and

P. Participating in racing.
“Eguine-activity”-dees-nekt-ineclude-harness-raeing~

6. Equine activity sponsor. "Equine activity sponsor"
means an individual, group, club, partnership ez, corporation or

other entity, whether operating for profit or nonprofit, that
sponsors, organizes or provides the facilities for an equine
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activity, including, but not limited to: pony clubs; 4-H clubs:;
field trial c¢lubg: hunt clubs; riding clubs; classes or programs
sponsored by a school or college; therapeutic riding programs:
and operators, instructors and promoters of equine facilities at
which equine activities are held, including, but not limited to,
stables, clubhouses, ponyride strings, fairs and arenas.

- i ven nt in which

n in r ingludin 1i fair
m forman n T £

i n h i isciplin in n

n ri

in - v mbin inji 4-H Pon

events, rodeos, driving., pulling, cutting, reining. team penning,

rrel i in n ran

7. Equine professional. "Equine professional" means a
person engaged for compensation:

A. In instructing a participant or renting to a participant
an equine for the purpose of riding, driving or being a

passenger on the equine; er

B. 1In renting equipment or tack to a participantsy

. In providin il by £ uin by n in
facility: or
D I rain n n
7-A. nh nt risk £ in iviti "Inherent risk
in ies” nger ndi h
n i ral in iviti includin n limi
to:
A r n in in w h m
r m_or h
. . .
2. SLS0nS _of "“Q'L". -around '..mt.h!- Sequine ’“_"SJ. 'mh“'_ﬁ'mw. e k'e. ki ALL‘_ )
runn n in in n:
B. Th npredi ili n ine’ r ion h
i n m i j
r r :
rtain hazar h r n rface
g gg d j : i Qg s .
D isions with i r i ; an
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Th ntial of th icipan i negligen
manner that may contribute to injury of a participant or

her h failin maintain n r th in

ing within tI icipant's abili

8. Participant. "Participant" means a person, whether
amateur or professional, who directly engages in an equine
activity, whether or not a fee is paid to participate in the
equine activity.

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §4102, as amended by PL 1993, c. 650, §§1 and
2, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §4103, as amended by PL 1993, c. 650, §3, is
repealed.

Sec. 5. 7TMRSA §4103-A is enacted to read:

as provided in subsection 2, a person may not make any claim or
recover from any person for any property damage or damages for
personal injury or death resulting from the inherent risks of

equine activities, FEach participant and spectator in an equine

ivi X risk 1 ibili for

activity, to heed all warnings and tc refrain from acting in a
manner that may cause or contribute to the injury of any person

L pr r

2 i ing i ion 1 pr n r limi
the liability of an eguine activity n ine
professional or any other person engaged in _an equine activity,
if th . . e . X
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A Prov h ipmen by n w_or should h
know h i nt r w a h
m k w f n h it di
the injury:
B. Owns, leases, ren r wi is in wful po ion
n ntr ili whi
participant sustained inijuries hecause of a dangerous latent
iti W know i ivi n
n r n :
C. i n r_om i intentional
is r r_th f th rticipan r
m n h : Or

Sec. 6. 7 MRSA §4104-A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 650, §5, is
repealed.

Sec. 7. 17 MRSA §1011, sub-§12-A, as enacted by PL 1991, c.
779, §43, is amended to read:

12-A. Equine facility. "Equine facility" means a boarding
stable or commercial riding facility thakt--reguires-a-license
under-Title-1,-geetion-4102,

SUMMARY

This bill revises the equine activity laws to confirm that
there are inherent risks involved in equine activities that are
impracticable or impossible to eliminate due to the nature of
equines.
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