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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2099

H.P. 1467 House of Representatives, March 30, 1999

An Act to Provide Increased Access to Dental Care in Maine.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.
Presented by Speaker ROWE of Portland.

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Cosponsored by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook and

Representatives: KANE of Saco, MAILHOT of Lewiston, MAYO of Bath, PEAVEY of
Woolwich, QUINT of Portland, TESSIER of Fairfield, Senators: MICHAUD of Penobscot,
MILLS of Somerset.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 416-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 416-A

DENTAL SERVICES

fees for oral health care on a sliding scale. The
44 department shall establigh the sliding scale by routine

technical rules adopted pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,

48 rr ment m ral heal o r
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(3) Approval of the selection or dismissal of a
r i r T i X i fficer £
program;
4 hin rsonnel 1i n r dur
in ion n mi r r lar
and benefit scales, employee grievance procedures and
i r i :
{(5) Adopting policies for financial _management
i j in m nsur n ili
r A'4 nn
budget AP ligibilit . vi
in in ri for rtial n n
-ran n :
r i r
zation r r ien
i hi m rogr i n
lopmen £ r r rin n r lvin
n ri :
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in

. r lth r
by i r r m n i imin n
n withi i r n n r xce
h z ragraph B
Vi I i i A ral h
program that receives funds under this chapter may establish a
her r rei j riv ntal
providers providing services to patients of the program in
accordance with the provisions of this subsection.
A m ly when:
A vi liz ral
n i
these services directly;
2 h ien n r h with
rom : or
Th n r 1 ion r
ran r m mak h rogr
iffi nt:
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h ren ween ' i ion, if
reim i rovi rvi £
lish r h r 1 in h
Medicai rogr h epartmen 11 ish fee: an
A h is m nl rovider 1
i h T

Sec. 2. Evaluation and report. By February 1, 2001, the
Department of Human Services shall evaluate the status of access
to oral health care for uninsured people in this State and those
receiving Medicaid and shall report its findings to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
health and human services matters. The report must include
recommendations on the method that would be the most
cost-effective for this State to meet the oral health needs of
low-income people.

Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.
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1999-00 2000-01
HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Bureau of Health
All Other $200,000 $250,000
Provides funds for start-up
and expansion of oral health

care programs.

Bureau of Health
All Other $225,000 $650,000

Provides funds to subsidize
sliding fee scale programs
for uninsured low-income
people.

Bureau of Health
All Other $50,000 $50,000

Provides funds for case

management and community
education and oral health
education.

Bureau of Medical Services
All Other $25,000 $50,000
Provides funds for Medicaid

targeted case management
services for oral health care.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
TOTAL $500,000 $1,000,000

Sec. 4. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from the
Federal Expenditures Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1999-00 2000-01
HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
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Bureau of Medical Services
All Other $49,107 $98,017

Allocates matching funds for
targeted case management
services for oral health care.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
TOTAL $49,107 $98,017

SUMMARY

This bill provides funds to increase access to oral health
care for low-income children and adults by providing for the
establishment and expansion of oral health programs that will be
available to 2ll people regardless of income. By using a sliding
fee scale and accepting Medicaid without restrictions, these
programs will increase access to oral health care for the
uninsured and underinsured and Medicaid patients.
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