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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 2087 

S.P.737 In Senate, March 30, 1999 

An Act to Establish the Public Resources and Infonnation for Maine 
Foundation. 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator KONTOS of Cumberland. 
Cosponsored by Representative WATSON of Farmingdale and 

JOY 1. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: President LAWRENCE of York, PINGREE of Knox, Representatives: GREEN of 
Monmouth, McKEE of Wayne, MURPHY of Kennebunk, O'BRIEN of Augusta, POWERS of 
Rockport, TESSIER of Fairfield. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §959, sub-§I, tM, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
4 526, §14, is further amended to read: 

6 

8 

10 
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14 
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18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

M. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over state and local government matters shall 
use the following list as a guideline for scheduling reviews: 

(1) Capitol Planning Commission in 1997; 

(2) State Civil Service Appeals Board in 1999; 

(3) State Claims Commission in 1999; 

(4) Maine Municipal Bond Bank in 2001; 

(5) Office of Treasurer of State in 2001; 

(6) Department of Administrative and Financial 
Services, except for the Bureau of Revenue Services in 
2003; 

(7) Department of the Secretary of State, except for 
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, in 2003; 

(8) Local Government Records Board in 2003; aBe 

(9) State Planning Office in 2005T~ 

(10) Public Resources and Information for Maine 
Foundation in 2004. 

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA c.14-B is enacted to read: 

CBAPTl$B 14 B 

PUBLIC g~gs AlP WORIIA7l<JI 
FOR MAJRE fOOBDATI<JI 

§312. Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation 
42 established 

44 The Public Resources and Information tor Maine Foundation is 
established to provide the State's citizens with increased access 

46 to unbiased information about I2tete goverpment procedures, 
deliberetions end public policy events to promote Cl.Vl.C 

48 educetion, to stimulete the public dialogue and to provide the 
rel20urces for fostering gr§eter citiz§n perticipation in State 

50 Goy§rnm§nt. Ih§ Public Resources end In(ormation for Meine 
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Foundation shall foster, assist and participate in efforts to 
2 achieve its mission, including, but not limited to, the following 

efforts. 
4 

1. Establishing public ADd private partnerships. The 
6 Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation, referred 

to in this chapter as the "foundation," shall endeavor to: 
8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

A. Establish public and private partnerships that will 
provide resources for fostering gnater citizen involvement 
in State GOvernment: 

B. Increase citizen knowledge and understanding Of State 
Government, including its processes, deliberations, 
p~ocedures and responsibilities: and 

C. Promote civic education and engender public dialogue on 
issues important to the citizens of the State: 

20 2. Citizen access and public outreach opJ?Ortupities. The 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

foundation may: 

At Develop and propose new public information strategies 
for State Government in an effort to enhanQe Qitizen 
awareness and involvement in State GOvernment: 

B. Deyelop and propose new entities and services for 
enhancing citizen access to State Government. These 
entities and services may include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Establishment Of a speakers' bureau: 

(2) Development and di~tribution of eduQational videos; 

(3) Establishment of dedicated electronic media 
channels for full-time coverage of legislative and 
other gOvernmental proceedings; and 

(4) Creation Of a publiQ information bureau: and 

C. Promote publiQ under§tanding Of State Government's 
proce§ses, procedures, deliberations and responsibilitie§ by 
means of a variety of publiQ and private medio as well a§ by 
meons of ony existing state publiC information resource. 

46 §3l3. Co~rators 

48 The Boord of Corporatou, whO shall elect members of the 
boord of director§ os provided in §ection 314, consists Of 
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individuals and organizations classified as private sector 
2 corporators. public sector corporators ano ex officio corporators. 

4 1. Private sector corporators. Private sector corporators 
are those individuals, p~rtnerships, firms, corporations or other 

6 organizations providing support annually to the founoation at a 
level determineo by the boaro of directors of tbe founOation. 

8 
2. Public sector cQrporators. Public sector corporators 

10 are tbose agendes of government ano other organizations 
providing support annyally to the foundation at a level 

12 determineo by tbe boaro of directors of the foynoation. For the 
pyrposes of this chapter, public sector corporators incluoe State 

14 Govenunent and its agencies, the University of Maine System, 
school administrative ynits, private colleges and postsecondary 

16 scbooli. the Maine Iechnica1 College System and sYCh other public 
or quad-pyblic entitiei ai may be approveo by the boaro Qf 

18 directori Qf tbe fQunOatiQn. 

20 3. Ez officio cOqK)rators, Ex QffidQ CQrpQratQrs consist 
Qf the beaos Qf the major state departments ano agencies ano tbe 

22 OirectQrs of the Margaret Chase Smith Center fQX; Public PQlicy 
ano the MUikie School of Pyblic Servicn. State department and 

24 agency heads or their designee§ inc1u<1e by,t are not limiteo tQ 
.t.bu.. 

26 
A. Secretary Qf State: 

28 
B. Treasurer of State: 

30 
C. Director of tbe State Planning Office: 

32 
D, CQmmissioner of Agricy1ture, FQod and Rural ResQyrceSj 

34 
E, Coromi§sioner of Professional and Financial Regul~tion: 

36 
F. CQmmiSiiQner Qf CQn§ervatiQnj 

38 
G. CoromissiQner Qf EOucation; 

40 
H, CQmmi§siQner of EnvirQnroental PrQtection; 

42 
I. CQrnmissiQner of Administr~tive ano Financial Services; 

44 
J, CQmmissiQner Qf Human Services; 

46 
K. CQrnmissioner of lnlano Fisberiei and Wildlife: 

48 
L. CQrnrni§siQner Qf Marine Resources: 

50 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

M. COmmissioner of Labor: 

N. Commissioner of Mental Health. Mental Retardation and 
Substance Abuse Services: 

0. Commissioner of Transportation: 

P. Chief Executive Officer of the Finance Authority of 
Maine: and 

0. Executive Director of the Maine State Housing Authority. 

4. Voting rights: chair. Each corporator has a vote in 
14 such affairs of the founQation as may involve the corporators. as 

long as. in the case when the corporator is an organization. the 
16 governing bOQY of that organization §hall Qesignate an inQiviQual 

who i§ to exerci§e the voting right. The Secretary of State or a 
18 Qesignee of the SecretarY of State §hall serve as chair of the 

BoarQ of CorporatO[~. 
20 

§314. Board of directors: officers 
22 

The Board of Directors of the Public Resources anQ 
24 Information fQr Maine FoundatiQn. referred to in this caapter as 

tae "bQard Qf dinctou." CQnsists Qf 15 QirectQrs. The Bo~rQ Qf 
26 Corporators shall elect 11 Qirectors frQm among the cQrpQrators. 

proviQing that 7 Qirectors are electeQ frQm amQng the private 
28 sectQr cQrpQrators anQ 4 Qirectors are electeQ frQm among the 

public sectQr corporators. The Secretary of State and the 
30 directQrs of the Margaret Chase Smith Center fQr Public Policy 

anQ the Mu§kie SchoQl of Public Service§ are permanent member§ Qf 
32 tae bQard Qf QirectQrs. There an a chair. a vice caair and a 

tnasurer electeQ by the corporators from the boarQ of 
34 Qirectors. The PusiQent of the fQundatiQn is apPQinteQ by the 

QirectQrs §o elected Qr apPQinted and becQme§ a director and 
36 chief executive Qfficer Qf the fQunQatiQn. The pre§iQent may nQt 

be apPQinteQfrQm among tae QirectQrs. 
38 

§315. General povers 
40 

The fQunQatiQn may: 
42 

1. Qr1aws. AQQpt bylaws fQr the governance of it§ affairs. 
44 have the general PQwers accorded cQrpQratiQn§ unQer Title 13-A. 

sectiQn 202 and do all Qther things necessary Qr convenient to 
46 carry Qut the purposes of the foundation. including establi§hing 

fQunQatiQn member§hip anQ membership criteria; 
48 

2. Suit. Sue or be sueQ in its Qwn name: 
50 
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3. AQp1ication for receipt of funds. Apply for and receive 
2 funds from any private source or governmental entity, whether by 

way of grant, dQnation or IQan or by any other manner: 
4 

4, Real and personal property. Purchase, receive, hQld, 
6 lease or acquire by fQreclosure, Qperate, manage, license and 

sell, cQnvey, transfer, grant or lease real Qr persQnal property, 
8 together with such rights and privileges as may be incident and 

appurtenant to the real or persQnal prQperty and the use Qf the 
10 real Qr persQnal prQperty, including, but not limited tQ, any 

real or per§Qnal property acquired by the fQundatiQn trom time to 
12 time in the §ati§faction of debts or enforcement of Qbligations; 

14 5. Eqenditures and obligations regarding real or personal 
property. Make all expenditures and incur any Qbligations 

16 rea§onably reguired In the exercise Qf sound buslness principles 
to §ecure pouession Of. preurve, malntain. in§ure or improve 

18 real or personal property or interest§ in real or per§onal 
property acguireg by the foungation: 

20 
6. Securities. Acquire, subscribe for, own, holg, sell, 

22 assign, transfer, mortgage or plegge the stock, shares, bongs, 
debentures, note§ or other securities or evidence§ of intere§t in 

24 or ingebtedneu of any person, firm, corporation, joint stock 
company, partnenhip, auociation or trust ang, while the owner 

26 or holger thereof, exercise all the rights, powers ang privileges 
of ownership, incluging the right to vote thereon; 

28 
7. Enc1phrapce on prQperty. MQrtgage, pledge or otherwise 

30 encumber any property right or thing of value acguireg pursuant 
to the PQwers containeg in subsection 4, 5 or 6 as security for 

32 the payment of any part of the purchase price of the property 
right or thing of valye: 

34 
8. Contracts and liabilities. Make contracts, including 

36 contract§ for §ervices, aDg incyr ligbilities tor any of the 
purpQses aythorizeg in thls chapter: 

38 

9. Debt. Borrow money for any of the pyrposes aythorized 
40 in this chapter: incyr gebt. inclyding the power to issue for 

that gebt its bong§, debentures, notes or other evigences of 
42 indebtegness, whether secured Qr unsecureg: and secure the debt 

by mQrtgage, plegge, deeg Qr trust Qr Qther lien Qn its prQperty, 
44 rights Qr privileges of every king ang natyre, Qr any part of its 

prQperty, rights Qr privileges Qr interest in its prQPerty, 
46 right§ or privileges; ang 

48 10. COQperation with agencies and orgDDjzations. Cooperate 
wi th ang avail itself of the services of gQvernmental agencies 

50 and the Uniyenity Qf Maine System ang cOQPerate ang assist and 
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otherwise encourage organizations. local or regional. private or 
2 public. in the various communities of the State in the promotion. 

assistance and development of civic education. pUQlic knowledge 
4 and awareness of State Government and citizen access to public 

information. 
6 

§3l6. Limitation of po!f9rs 
8 

The foundation. notwithstanding the powers enumerated in 
10 section 315. does not have the power or authority to enter into 

contracts. oQligations or commitment§ of any kind on behalf of 
12 the State or any of its agencie§. nor does it have the power of 

eminent domAin or Any other power not provideg to business 
14 corporAtions generAlly. SQnds. nQtes ang Qther evidences Qf 

ingebtegness Qf the fQungAtiQn may nQt. in any way. Qe a debt or 
16 liaQility of thi Stati or cQnstitute a plidgi of the faith and 

credit of thi Statio 
18 

§3l7. Liability of officers. directors and emplQyQes 
20 

All officirs. girectors« imployeis aug othir agiuts of the 
22 foungAtion intrusUg with thi custogy of the ucudths of or 

AuthQrizid tQ gisQursi the funds of the fQundation must Qe 
24 QOngig. dther by bbnkit QQng or QY ingivigUal bQngs. with a 

surety QQnd or bonds with a m~n~mum limitatiQn of $250.000 
26 coverage for each person covered conditioned upon the faithful 

performance of that per§on's dutie§. the primiums for which must 
28 be paig out of the assets of the foundation. 

30 §3l8. Prohibited interQsts of officers. directors and emplQyees 

32 Officir§. dirictor§ and employees of the fQundation and 
their §pouses or dependent children may not "eceive any direct 

34 personal Qenefit from the activities Qf the fQundation in 
a§sisting any private entity. This section goes not prohiQit 

36 corporatiQn§ or other entities with which an officer or director 
is associated by reason Qf ownership or employment from 

38 participAting in pyblic infQrmatiQn and accen activities with 
the foungatiQn. a~ lQng a§ this ownership Qr implQyment is made 

40 knQwn to thi bo",rd of directors and the officir Qr di"ector 
ab§tains from voting on matters rel",ting to the QUicer' s or 

42 di"ecto,,'s pa"ticipation. This prohiQition extends to 
corporators who are not officers or girectors of thi foundation. 

44 
§3l9. Annual report: audit 

46 
Thi fQundatiQn §hall providi an annual repQ"t and an 

48 indiPindint augit of its activitiis to the GQVirnor. the 
Ligisl",tu"i and its corporatQrs and memQen. Thi foundation is 
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subject to such further audit and review as required under the 
2 State Government Evaluation Act. 

4 §320. General conditions: dissolution 

6 The foundation shall operate as a nonprofit organization 
consistent with its composition and broad public purposes. The 

8 following conditions apply tQ the QperatiQn Qf tAe fQundatiQn. 

10 1. Bet earnings of foundation. Net earnings Qf the 
fQundatiQn may nQt be expended fQr tAe benefit Qf any cQrpQratQr, 

12 Qfficer, director Qr employee except tAat the foundatiQn may pay 
reasQnable CQmpensatiQn fQr services rendered and Qtherwise hQld, 

14 manage and disPQse Qf prQperty in furtAerance Qf tAe purpQses Qf 
tAe fQundatiQn. 

16 
2. Dissolution of foundation. ijpQn dissQlutiQn Qf the 

18 fQundatiQn, tAe CQrpQratQrs shall, ~fter paying Qr making 
prQyisiQn fQr the payment Qf all liabilities Qf the fQundatiQn, 

20 cause all of tAe remaining assets Qf tne fQundatiQn tQ be 
transferred tQ the State. 

22 

24 of 
Sec. 3. First meeting. 

the Public Resources 
The chair of the Board of Corporators 
and Information for Maine Foundation 

shall convene the first meeting of the Board of Corporators for 
26 the purposes of nominating and electing the Board of Directors of 

the Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation and 
28 establishing Board of Corporators bylaws. The first meeting must 

be held within 60 days of the effective date of this Act. The 
30 first meeting of the board of directors must be convened by the 

Chair of the Board of Corporators within 120 days of the 
32 effective date of this Act. 

34 Sec. 4. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated 
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

36 

38 Public Resources and Information 
for Maine Foundation 

40 

42 

44 

46 

All Other 

Provides initial start-up funds for the 
Public Resources and Information for Maine 
Foundation. 
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1999-00 

$100,000 



SUMMARY 
2 

This bill establishes the Public Resources and Information 
4 for Maine Foundation and proposes an appropriation of $100,000 

for fiscal year 1999-00. The bill also schedules the foundation 
6 for review under the State Government Evaluation Act in 2004. 
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