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L.D. 2087

DATE: 3'2\ ‘ZOOo (Filing No. - 510)

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'UA " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087, Bill, "An
Act to Establish the Public Resources and Information for Maine
Foundation"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the

following:

'‘Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, M, as amended by PL 1999, c.
415, §1, is further amended to read:

M. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over state and local government matters shall
use the following list as a guideline for scheduling reviews:

(1) Capitol Planning Commission in 1997;

(2) State Civil Service Appeals Board in 1999;

(3) State Claims Commission in 1999;

(4) Maine Municipal Bond Bank in 2001;

(5) Office of Treasurer of State in 2001;

(6) Department of Administrative and Financial
Services, except for the Bureau of Revenue Services in
2003;

(7) Department of the Secretary of State, except for
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, in 2003; a=nd

(9) State Planning Office in 2001+; and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " ™" to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087
(10) Public Resources and Information for Maine

Foundation in 2004.
Sec. 2. 5MRSA c.14-B is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 14-B

LIC RE E INFORMAT
FOR MA ATI
1 lic R r Informati for ine F ion
established

The Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation is
established to provide the State's citizens with increased access
to unbiased _information about state government procedures,

liberati an 1i 1i ven to rom ivi
ion imul he i ial a rovi
resour for £ rin re r citigzen rticipation in e

Governmen
Th foun ion i nonprofi r i with 1i
T e _and the foun ion's exerci f th wer t hi
chapter confers is deemed an essential governmental function.

The Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation
shall foster, assist and participate in efforts to achieve its
mission, including, but not limited to, the following efforts,

1 E lishin lic ri r rshi Th
Publij R rc nd I rmation r Mai ion, ref
to in this chapter as the "foun ion," shall en vor :

A E lish 1i n ri rtnershi h will

provide resources for fostering greater citizen involvement

in G roment :

B Incr iti knowl n n ndin

Government, including its processes, deliberations,

procedures and responsibilities: and

.__Prom ivi ion ngender 1i ial n
issues important to the citizens of the State.
itizen 1i by iti Th
foundation may:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

A D 1 nd pr new blic informati by i
for State Government in an effort to enhance citizen

war nd involvement in nment :

B Devel an r new ntiti n rvi for

enhancing citizen access to State Government, These

ntiti n rvi m incl re n imi :
E lishmen £ kers' bur :

2 Developmen n distri ion f e ional

r ion of lic information L H a
. Prom i nderstandi £ a r nt'
processes., procedures, deliberations and r ongibilities

means of a variety of public and private media, as well as

mean f any existin a ublic information r urce

f dir r

rshi Th Board £f Di £ th Public

Regsources and Information for Maine Foundation consists of 15
voting members as follows:

A Five member inted he Governor from n h
commissioners n dir r £ 11 £ h e ive
rtm n nci £ e G rnmen includin h
Finance Authority of Maine, the Maine State Housing
Authority, the Univergity of Maine System and the Maine
Technical College System. Each of these members may appoint

sign H

B. One member of the Senate, appointed by the President of

he nate:

C. One memher of the House of Representatives, appointed by

the Speaker of the House;

D, Four members of the public representing for-profit

in ratin in he S a in h
Governor: and
E F member £ h lic  repr ntin nonprofi
ntities operating in the State, appointe th vernor.
Th Dir r of th rgare ha mith nter for Public
P r th ir r' ign n he Dean of E n
Muski hool of Publi ervice, or the dean's design r s
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT"'A" to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

of dir

2. Terms. Except for 1legislative members, each member
serves a term of 3 years and may be reappointed to additional
terms. In the organizational r, however £f th member

in 2 of th G rnmen in IV rm f
years, one serves a_ term of 2 years and 2 serve terms of one
r; of the members repr nting for-profit busin 2 r

terms of 3 years, on rves term of 2 ars an
m £ n o n f the member r ntin rofi

gnL;;Lg§L_~_ﬁg__g_;g_“5_9__;_¥gg_§L_g_§_§gzzg§ a term of 2 years,

n rve rm n Incl he organizational
year, legislative members serve ;grms of 2 years and may be

r in itional rm £f 2 rs.

Except for legislative members, the Governor shall appoint a
successor to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term from the same
group represented by the predecessor member. The President of
the Senate shall appoint a successor for an uynexpired Senate term
and the Speaker of the House shall appoint a successor for an
unexpir H erm,

The members shall elect a chair, vice-chair and treasurer at
the fir meetin £f every fi 1l year. A nsi £
members. Th member erv with mpensation r

ntitl t reimbursemen for _expen incurr in h
performance of their duties. State employees serving as_members,

however, may not be compensated by the foundation for these
xpen The rd shall meet at least 4 tim r b

14 neral r

1. 1 A laws for th ernan £ i ffair
h n ner wer rporation r Titl 13-B

section 202 and do all other ; ings necessary or _convenient to

rr the b s of the £ ion, includin lishin
foun ion membershi nd membershi riteri

2 i r in its own n
Appli i for r i f £ Apply for and r
funds from any private source or governmental entity, whether by
rant, donation or loan or an her manner:
4 Real r 1 pr ) o Purch T i hol
r a ir forecl r r man license and

sell, convey, transfer, grant or lea real or rsonal pr r
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M\ " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

together with such rights and privileges as may be incident and
rtenant he real or rsonal pr rt n he u £ the
1 or r l pr includi n limi n
real or rsonal pr by ir b he foundation from tim
ime in th i ion of r enforcemen £ 1i ion

5 nditur i i r rdi real or rsonal
I ) Mak al nditur n incur n 1i ion
r nably requir in th xerci f n in rincipl

to secure possession of, preserve, maintain, insure or improve

real r rsonal roper r in e in real r rsonal

property acquired by the foundation:
curiti A ir s ribe for, own, hold, sell,

assign ransfer, mort e _or pled he k har nds
ntur no T her curitie r eviden f interest in
r in n of an rson, f£irm rporation joint s k
compan rtnershi iation or tr n whil he owner
or holder thereof, exercise all the rights, powers and privileges
of ownership, including the right to vote thereon:

7. Encumbrance on property. Mortgage, pledge or otherwise

encumber any pr gpg Ly right or thing of value acquired pursuant
to the power ined in ion 4 r a ecuri for

h ment of an T f th rchase pric £f th r r

right or thing of value:

ntracts liabiliti Mak contracts, including
contracts for services, and dincur liabilities for any of the
purposes authorized in this chapter:

9 Qgh; Bgrrgw money for ggy gﬁ ; g pg poses authorized

incur incl r to issue for
that ggb; i;g Dg ds, debentures, noteg__gr g;hgr evidences of
indebtedness, whether secured or unsecured; and secure the debt
by mortgage, pl r _trus r her 1i i
rights or privileges of every kind and nature, or any part of its
property, rights oxr privileges or interest in its property,

rights or privileges; and

1 C ration wi nci T izati r

with and avail itself of the services of governmental agencies
and the University of Maine System and cooperate with, assist and

herwi n ra rganization local or regional riv r
ublji in the vari mmunities of te i h rom

n evelopmen £f and assi with civi ucation ublic
knowl and awaren £ Government and citizen e

public information.

1 Limi ion of T
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

The foun ion, notwith ndin h rovision f ion
31 n t hav h wer r hori t nter i
contracts, ob ggtlong or commitments of any kind on behalf of
h by £ 3 i r it h h wer
minent m in r ny other wer n rovide nonprofit
rporation nerally. Bon note her iden f
in n £ the foun ion m n in any wa r
liabili £ th ate or nstitute 1 f the faith

1 Prohibi i f officer dir r 1

ficer i by n m £ h foun ion n

heir r nden hildren may n receiv n ir
personal benefit from the activities of the foundation in
istin n riv nti Thi cti do n rohibit
rporation r her entiti with which an offi r dir r
i r n wnershi r m 1 men from
artici ing in 1i information and c iviti with

he foun ion n hi wnershi mployment is m
known to the board of directors and the offlcg or director
ins from in n nm rs relatin fficer' r

ir r' rtici ion.

17 1lr rt: i

Th foun ion hall rovid an nnual r n n
a i f i jvitie rnor joi
standing committee of the ggisla;g g having jurisdiction over
state and local qovg;nmg t matte and _its mg_ngﬁ. The
foun ion i h fur h r it review
requir nder the ate vernment Eval ion A

§318. General conditions: dissolution

T foun ion hall r nonprofi rganization
i nt with i m ition an i Th
following conditions apply to the operation of the foundation.

l., Net jgrnlggs_q__sww
fo ion m n e expended f h nefit of £ffi
ir m X h h n i m
reasonabl mpen ion for rvi render n herwi 1
man n i f pr T in fur ranc f th r f

the foun i

2. Dissolution of foundation. Upon dissolution of the
foundation, the director hall, after in r makin rovision

for th a n f all liabiliti of the foundation, cause all
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT """ to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087
he remainin e f the £ i be ferr
the State.
1 nati : £ in
ion h hr h th vern m
donations, begquests, devises, grants or other interests of any
r 1f of th ndation an ransf n r r
r h inter he foun ion.
F n e An ropr £
ntin rom r r n n 1 . Fun m
n for th r e efin i hi T
In n £ 3 Beginnin nuary 1, 2002, 100% of
un ion' nu d m riv from r r
han di ropriations from th Permissi ur
of such revenue may include public, private, federal and local
sources and may include revenue from state agencies for projects
under n he foundation o half of th nci
4 ifi ion; 1l T rt. Th foundation hall
incl in i nnual r r rtification th he reguirement
of this section have been met.
2 iabili
The foundatign is a governmental entity for the purposes of

itle 14 h r 741.

Sec. 3. First meeting. The Governor shall call the first
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Public Resources and
Information for Maine Foundation and appoint an acting chair who
shall serve as chair until the board elects its officers. The
first meeting of the board must be held within 60 days of the
effective date of this Act.

Sec. 4. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
PUBLIC RESOURCES AND INFORMATION
FOR MAINE FOUNDATION
Public Resources and Information
for Maine Foundation
All Other - $100,000
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M\ " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

Provides initial start-up funds for the
Public Resources and Information for Maine
Foundation.

Sec. 5. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01

LEGISLATURE
Legislature

Personal Services $440

All Other 400

Provides funds for the per diem and expenses

of legislative members of the Board of

Directors of the Public Resources and

Information for Maine Foundation.
LEGISLATURE -
TOTAL $840"

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:
'FISCAL NOTE
2000-01
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
General Fund $100, 840
This bill establishes the Public Resources and Information
for Maine Foundation, a nonprofit corporation, and includes a
General Fund appropriation of $100,000 in fiscal year 2000-01 for
initial start-up funds of the foundation. The amount of the
ongoing financial commitment for the State is specifically
limited by the bill., The foundation is intended to be supported

by other than state funds after January 1, 2002.

The foundation, among other powers and duties, is authorized
to incur debt including the issuance of securities and bonds.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "\ " to S.P. 737, L.D. 2087

Any indebtedness incurred by the foundation will not pledge the
faith and credit of the State.

This bill also provides a General Fund appropriation of $840
in fiscal year 2000-01 for the Legislature for the per diem and
expenses of legislative members of the Board of Directors of the
Public Resources and Information for Maine Foundation. The
estimated future General Fund appropriations required for this
purpose are $840 annually.

Several state departments and agencies will incur some minor
additional costs to serve as ex officio corporators and members
of the board of directors. These costs can be absorbed within
the existing budgeted resources of the respective agencies.'

SUMMARY

This amendment makes several changes to section 2 of the
bill. Among other things, the amendment:

1. Deletes a section in the original bill establishing a
board of corporators;

2. Alters the composition of the Public Resources and
Information for Maine Foundation's board of directors;

3. Removes from the services to be developed by the
foundation the establishment of dedicated electronic media
channels for full-time coverage of legislative and other
government proceedings:

4. Requires the foundation to report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and
local government matters rather than to the Legislature as a
whole;

5. Requires the Governor to call the first meeting of the
foundation's directors and to appoint an acting chair;

6. Limits general funding for the foundation to its first
full year of operation; and

7. Changes the fiscal year for the seed money appropriation.

This amendment also adds another appropriation section and a
fiscal note to the bill,
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