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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2084

S.P.734 In Senate, March 30, 1999

An Act to Reduce the Release of Mercury into the Environment from
Consumer Products.

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed.

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator TREAT of Kennebec.

Cosponsored by Representative SAVAGE of Buxton and

Senators: CATHCART of Penobscot, LIBBY of York, MICHAUD of Penobscot,
Representatives: BULL of Freeport, COWGER of Hallowell, DUPLESSIE of Westbrook,
MARTIN of Eagle Lake, TWOMEY of Biddeford.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3331, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
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Sec. 3. Rulemaking; mercury from dental procedures. The
Department of Environmental Protection shall develop a plan for
reducing mercury pollution from dental procedures. In developing
the plan, the department shall consult with dentists.

The Board of Environmental Protection shall adopt rules by
October 1, 2000 to implement mandatory source reduction of
mercury from dental procedures, These rules are routine
technical rules as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A.
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SUMMARY

This bill requires the Land and Water Resources Council to
report annually to the Jjoint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resource matters on
issues related to mercury contamination.

The bill prohibits the sale of certain products that contain
mercury unless they are labeled to inform consumers that mercury
is present in the item and that the item may not be disposed of
until the mercury is removed and reused, recycled or otherwise
managed. Products that must be labeled are thermostats and
thermometers, switches, medical or scientific instruments,
electric relays and other electrical devices and lamps.

The bill prohibits the disposal of labeled mercury-added
products except as part of a collection system after June 1,
2001. It also requires the separation of labeled mercury-added
products from other solid waste. It reguires municipal and
regional association so0lid waste disposal facilities to develop
programs for the collection of mercury-added products by December
1, 2000 and to implement those programs by June 1, 2001. The
bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection and the
Executive Department, State Planning Office to assist
municipalities and regional associations in developing collection
programs and informing the public about mercury-added products.

It requires manufacturers of mercury-added products to
establish a system for the proper collection, transportation and
management of the products and prohibits them from charging a fee
for the collection system. The bill bans the sale in the State
of toys, games and apparel that contain mercury.

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to develop a plan, in consultation with dentists, for reducing
mercury pollution from dental procedures. It requires the Board
of Environmental Protection to adopt rules to implement mandatory
source reduction of mercury from dental procedures.
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