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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2076

H.P. 1455 House of Representatives, March 30, 1999

An Act to Move the Monitoring, Auditing and Enforcement of Workers’
Compensation Payments to the Bureau of Insurance.

Reference to the Committee on Labor suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative STANLEY of Medway.
Cosponsored by Senator MICHAUD of Penobscot and
Representatives: BERRY of Livermore, BRYANT of Dixfield, MARTIN of Eagle Lake,

SAXL of Bangor, SAXL of Portland.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA §2164-D, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1997, c.
634, Pt. A, §1, is amended to read:

9. Applicability. This section does not apply to claims
involving workers!--compensation, medical malpractice, fidelity,
suretyship or boiler and machinery insurance.

Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA c. 26-A is enacted to read:
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B. If any person fails to pay any penalty assessed under
hi j n rcem h rior i
n r n 1 £ r i
h n ri n in n
attorney's fees, If the failure to pay was without due
n n hi
section must be doubled.
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Sec. 3. 39-A MRSA §152, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 1991, c.
885, Pt. A, §8 and affected by §§9 to 11, is amended to read:

10. Case administration. The board shall assume an active
and forceful role in the administration of this Act to ensure
that the system operates efficiently and with maximum benefit to
both employers and employees. It--shall--eontinually--meniter
individual--cases---t0---ensure--that--benefits---are---provided--in
aceerdance-with-this-Act~

Sec. 4. 39-A MRSA §153, sub-§§1 and 4, as enacted by PL 1991,
c. 885, Pt. A, §8 and affected by §§9 to 11, are repealed.

Sec. 5. 39-A MRSA §153, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 486,
§3, is repealed.

Sec. 6. 39-A MRSA §154, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 885,
Pt. A, §8 and affected by §§9 to 11, is amended to read:

1. Use of fund. All money credited to the Workers'
Compensation Board Administrative Fund must be used to support

the activities of the board and_ of the Bureau of Insurance
pursuant to Title 24-A, chapter 26-A and for no other purpose.

Any balance remaining continues from year to year as a fund

available for the purposes set out in this section and for no
other purpose.

Sec. 7. 39-A MRSA §358-A, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1997, c.
486, §8, is repealed.

Sec. 8. 39-A MRSA §§359 and 360, as enacted by PL 1991, c.
885, Pt. A, §8 and affected by §§9 to 11, are repealed.

Sec. 9. Transition. The duties of the Workers' Compensation
Board relating to the auditing, monitoring and enforcement of
obligations under the Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 are
transferred to the Bureau of Insurance.

1. All rules and procedures in effect, in operation or

adopted on the effective date of this Act remain in effect until
rescinded, revised or amended by the proper authority.
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2. All positions relating to the auditing, monitoring and
enforcement program within the Maine Workers' Compensation Board
are transferred to the Bureau of Insurance, with funding provided
by an allocation from the Workers' Compensation Board
Administrative Fund.

3. The Bureau of Insurance shall submit legislation to the
Second Regular Session of the 119th Legislature by January 1,
2000 to make any additional statutory changes needed to implement
the transfer of these functions from the Workers' Compensation
Board to the Bureau of Insurance.

SUMMARY

This bill moves the auditing, monitoring and enforcement of
the workers' compensation system from the Workers' Compensation
Board to the Bureau of Insurance and authorizes the
Superintendent of Insurance to regqulate unfair practices of
workers' compensation insurers.
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