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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 2068 

H.P.1447 House of Representatives, March 30, 1999 

An Act to Create a State House Citizen Participation and Lobby Center. 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representati ve McKEE of Wayne. 
Cosponsored by Senator PINGREE of Knox and 
Representatives: BAKER of Bangor, BRENNAN of Portland, COWGER of Hallowell, 
ETNIER of Harpswell, MADORE of Augusta, MURPHY of Kennebunk, O'BRIEN of 
Augusta, ROWE of Portland. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 3 MRSA §908 is enacted to read: 
4 

5908. State Bouse citi,en participation and IOb~ center 
6 

1. Istablisbed. There is established a citizen 
8 participation ono lopby center in the Stote House in which 

members of the public have access to various equipment, services 
10 and facilities to enhance their abiUty to participate in the 

legislative process. The center must be maintained and 
12 administered by the State House and the Capitol Park Commission. 

14 2 • Location. The citizen participation and lobby center 
must be located in a clearly visible and accessible location in 

16 close proximity to, but not oirectly contained in. the visitor's 
reception area. 

18 
3. Orgonization. The citizen participation ana lobpy center 

20 must contain the following: 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

A. A photocopy machine; 

B. Signage for puOliC hearings. work sessions and meetings; 

C. Computers with which to check the text and status of 
bills; 

D. InHructional materials abQut the legislative prQcess; 
Md 

E. A citizen lQbby statiQn as described in SUbsection 4. 

34 4. Citizen lobby statiQn. A citizen lQbpy statiQn must be 
located within tbe citizen participatiQn and lQbby center to 

36 assist yisitQrs tQ participate in tbe demQcratic prQCeu at the 
state level as citizen lobbyists. 

38 
5. Staff. Tbe citizen participatiQn and lobby center must 

40 be staffed by Qne full-time assistant during legislative sessiQns 
and by one part-time assistant ouring the interim between 

42 legislative sessiQns. 

44 Sec.2. Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2001. 

46 
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SUMMARY 
2 

This bill creates a citizen participation and lobby center 
4 to be located in the State House. The center must contain a 

citizen lobby station to assist visitors to act as citizen 
6 lobbyists. The center is to be completed by January 1, 2001. 
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