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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §§9332 and 9333, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
4 545, §3, are repealed and the following enacted in their place: 

6 §9332. Diaposal along highwAYs 

8 A stumpage owner, operator, landowner or agent who cuts or 
causes or permits to be cyt any forest growth on lands that are 

10 within or border the right-of-w~y of a public highw~ within the 
State shall dispose of the slash that is within the right-of-way 

12 or within 50 feet of the nearer sige of the shoulger of the 
right-ot-way as provided in this section. 

14 
1. Slash -.r DOt remain. Except as provided in this 

16 section, slash may not remain on the ground within the 
right-of-way or within 50 feet of the nearer side of tbe shoylder 

18 of the rigbt-of-way. 

20 2. Slash with diaaeter of 3 inches or less. Slash with a 
diameter of 3 inches or less must be hauled away, burneg or 

22 chippeg. 

24 3. Slash more thaD 3 inches in dillftlttpr. Slash that is 
mon than 3 inches in diameter must be removeQ or limbed and 

26 placed on the groyna surface so that the pieces are separated and 
not piled one piece over another. 

28 
§9333. Disposal along railroads and utility lines 

30 
1. St:ul!lpage owner. A stumpage owne r , ope r ato r , 1 anaowne r 

32 Qr agent who cuts or cayses Qr permits to be cyt any fQrest 
grQwth on lands that are within or border the right-of-way of a 

34 railrQad, a pipeline or an electric pQwer, telegraph, telephone 
or cable line may not place slash or allow H tQ remain on the 

36 groung within the right-of-waY or within 25 feet of the neprer 
sige of the right-of-way. 

38 
2. ConstructiQD. Slash accumulated by the constryction and 

40 maintenance of a railroaa, a highway. a pipeline or an electric 
power. telegraph, telephone or cable line may not be left on the 

42 groynd byt myst be hayled away, burnea or chipped. Sla§h may not 
be left or placed within the right-of-wiil,y or within 25 feet of 

44 the nearer siae of the right-of-wii!,y. If a permit is aenied or 
revoked ynder this chapter, the director may allow IQga that are 

46 too large to be chippea to remiil,in in the right-Qf-way y;gtil the 
directQr determines thiil,t their remQval is eCQnomically feasible. 

48 
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3. Utility line lIlaintenan..ce. Slash accumulated by the 
periodic maintenance of a pipeline or an electric power, 
telegraph, telephone or cable line may be disposed of in the 
following manner. 

A. Slash with a diameter of 3 inches or less may be left in 
piles on the groynd within the maintained portion of the 
right-of-way. A pile may not be higher than 18 inches from 
the groynd or longer than 50 feet and myst be separated from 
other piles by a minimum of 25 feet in every direction. A 
byffer strip with a minimum width of 10' of tbe total width 
of the maintaiped right-of-way myst be kept totally free of 
slash with a diameter of 3 inches or less. 

B. Slash with a diameter of more than 3 inches must be 
remoyed, chipped or limped and placed on the groynd 
surfa,e. Ihe pie,es must be separated and may not be piled 
one pie,e oyer another. Slash of this size may be left. 
within the maintained byffer strips. 

C. If a ytility line right-of-way is adjacent to a road, 
slash that is 3 inches or less in diameter must be removed, 
burned or chipped. Slash with a diameter of more than 3 
in,bes may be left on the groynd within the right-of-way and 
myst bl 1imblg ang separatlg ang may not be pi leg one piece 
oyer another. Usable timber produ,ts generateg from the 
maintenance of a ytility right-Qf-way may be piled within 
the right-Qf-way but myst be remoyeg within 30 day§. 

SUMMARY 

This bill amends the laws governing the disposal of slash by 
34 a landowner who cuts forest growth on land that is wi thin or 

borders on the right-of-way of a public highway, railroad or 
36 utility. It also amends the laws governing the disposal of slash 

accumulated by utility line construction or maintenance. 
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