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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2060

H.P. 1437 House of Representatives, March 25, 1999

An Act to License Home Building Contractors.

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and
ordered printed.

W

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative NORBERT of Portland.
Cosponsored by Senator LONGLEY of Waldo and
Representatives: BOLDUC of Auburn, SIROIS of Caribou, TOWNSEND of Portland, TRIPP

of Topsham, USHER of Westbrook, WATSON of Farmingdale, Senator: KONTOS of
Cumberland.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, §C, as amended by PL 1997, c.

727, Pt. A, §2, is further amended by amending subparagraphs (48)
and (49) to read:

(48) Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice in 2005:
and

(49) Board of Complementary Health Care Providers in
2007~;_and

Sec. 2. 3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, C, as amended by PL 1997, c.
727, Pt. A, §2, is further amended by enacting subparagraph (50)
to read:

H ildin X i in 7

Sec. 3. 5§ MRSA §151, first §, as repealed and replaced by PL
1997, c. 393, Pt. B, §1 and affected by §2, is amended to read:

All money received by the Treasurer of State from those
boards listed in section 12004-A constitutes a fund for each
board, which is a continuous carrying account for the payment of
the compensation and expenses of the members and the expenses of
the board and for executing the law relating to each board
respectively, and as much of the fund as may be required is

approprlated for these purposes. Th r r f rd i

n for i r k
ner inti n incur in the

discharge of the secretary's duties. All payments must be made

from the respective funds held in the State Treasury, after the
approval of the State Controller. In no event may these payments
exceed the amounts received by the Treasurer of State from the
treasurer of each respective board. Any balance remaining to the
credit of any board at the end of any year must be carried
forward to the next year.

Sec. 4. 5§ MRSA §12004-A, sub-§20-A is enacted to read:

20-A Public members - 32 MRSA
Board of Legislative Per Diem §14006
Home Building Other members - no
Construction compensation authorized

Sec. 5. 10 MRSA §1487, sub-§§3 and 5, as enacted by PL 1987, c.

574, are amended to read:
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3. Work dates. Both the estimated date of commencement of
work and the estimated date when the work will be substantially

completed and the penalties incurred if these dates are missed;

5. Payment. The method of payment, with the initial down
payment being limited to no more than 1/3 of the total contract

price and with a pggz;s;gn for ;;hnglgg,p_g 10% of the final

n n n of ;

Sec. 6. 10 MRSA §1487, sub-§11, as amended by PL 1989, c. 193,

§1, is further amended to read:

11. Residential insulation. If the construction includes
installation of insulation in an existing residence, any
disclosures required by chapter 219, Insulation Contractors; ard

Sec. 7. 10 MRSA §1487, sub-§12, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 193,

§2, is amended to read:

12. Enerqgy standards. A statement by the contractor that
chapter 214 establishes minimum energy efficiency building
standards for new residential construction, and whether the new
building or an addition to an existing building will meet or
exceed those standards~: and

Sec. 8. 10 MRSA §1487, sub-§13 is enacted to read:

13. Certificates of insurance. A statement that the
i workers' i i ir
n r i

Sec. 9. 10 MRSA §1489, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 574, is

repealed.

Sec. 10. 10 MRSA §1490-A is enacted to read:

A ion i r
n h ntyr nf rovisi hi

Sec. 11. 10 MRSA §8001, sub-§38, §YKK and LL, as enacted by PL
1995, c. 560, Pt. H, §4 and affected by §17, are amended to read:

KK. Board of Boiler Rules; and

LL. Board of Elevator and Tramway Safety~; and
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Sec. 12. 10 MRSA §8001, sub-§38, MM is enacted to
B ildin

Sec.13. 32 MRSA ¢c. 124 is enacted to read:

MO

supervisor” means a person who
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i h n _m h i n n h
n r £ ntr r
hi : " " :
ntr ' W, n h £ I m_th
m W n
commits a Clags D crime.
14 Vi i
A T W. 1 r T
n i 4002 1 i
includ be 1 " bri . in § : Court t
nijioin r from i i i h rdl £
whether proceedings have been or may be insti in th
Admini i wh r _crimin i n_or
| instil 3 The 1 3 bri 1 1 ti .
i in rior £ i ion of ion
14002,
j T n n n n _on
a building project., the offering of a bid to act as contractor or
rtisi m ildi r r i ima faci
f en h i n i £
a home building contractor.
4004 .. .
r n m 1 h
n n T r W rl i h
time the work was performed.
§14005. Other laws
i h ion
w_th 1
he m h
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1 r i i
A h m £ mittin i ntr rm r
W n X
r ir i 14007 i 2 A wri n
W m r i in h im
tract i . 3
§14010 S . s
win
home construction site, supervision by the home building
! ! ! ! £ . . ired:
3 . 3 ] . 3 [l h' .
h £ P i finished f .
§14011. Enforcement
In ! r
i in £
that are a violation of section 14012, subsection 1 and report to
! ] 3 T ] T £ 1l I 1 th tiviti £
h icipal i r n fficien nsur
r h nti
b h by 1 k ion n rem i
i i in in in for and requesting the
mmi in i n T
14012 iscipli i

h W k i
T W h r or 1 now r
I £ nstr ion:
n n £ n violati h
i h r by wi negligen r
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h inti in rei iligen

i in rs h he righ f entr urin

1 i m j m f their

i m hom with th rmission of the

wner r h ildin r
pursuant to a court order.

Sec. 14. Grandfathered home building contractors. A person who,
as of the effective date of this Act, has been engaged as a home
building contractor for at least 3 years and submits evidence of
completing 5 houses or 10 remodeling projects during that time,
submits 5 certificates of recommendation by either consumers or
financial institutions on forms provided by the board, passes the
license examination required by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
32, section 14008, subsection 2, paragraph C, subparagraph (2) no
later than 6 months after licensing and shows proof of a $300,000
liability insurance policy is qualified for the purpose of
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licensure under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section
14008 and, upon payment of the fee adopted by the board, must be
issued a Class A license.

Sec. 15. Timetable. The Governor shall make initial
appointments to the Board of Home Building Construction
established by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section
12004-A, subsection 20-A by December 15, 1999. Of the first
board members, the Governor shall appoint 2 for a term of one
year, 2 for a term of 2 years and 5 for terms of 3 years. The
commissioner shall call the first meeting of the board by January
30, 2000 and shall act as chair until a chair is selected.

Sec. 16. Working capital advance. The State Controller is
authorized to advance to the Department of Professional and
Financial Regulation, Board@ of Home Building Construction,
$100,000 from the General Fund Unappropriated Surplus. These
funds will be wused to provide the working capital advance
necessary to fund the start-up costs of the board until the
receipt of its own dedicated funding from license fees. Funds
advanced for this purpose must be returned to the General Fund
Unappropriated Surplus no later than June 30, 2000.

SUMMARY

This bill requires a home building contractor to be licensed
and establishes the Board of Home Building Construction to
oversee the 1licensing of home building contractors and home
construction supervisors. The board shall make available
educational materials for contractors and consumers, including a
bill of rights, procedures for dealing with contractors and a
listing of 1licensed contractors that includes appropriate
information from the contractors' application forms.

In accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5,
section 12015, any joint standing committee recommending passage
of this bill is required to submit to the Legislature a written
report to support the recommendation that home building
contractors and home construction supervisors be subject to state
regulation.
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