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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2036
SP.714 In Senate, March 24, 1999

An Act to Prohibit Deceptive Charitable Solicitations.

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and

ordered printed.
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Cosponsored by Senator MacKINNON of York, Representative: BOLDUC of Auburn.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 9 MRSA §5003, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 488,

§1, is amended to read:

3. Commercial co-venturer. "Commercial co-venturer" shaiil
mear means any person who, for profit or other commercial
consideration, shall--eenduct,--promote,-underwrite,--arrange--or
EPOREOF rom wyi r a
sale, performance, collection or sale of donated goods or event
of any kind whieh that is advertised in conjunction with the name
of any charitable organization. Any such person who will benefit
in good will only shall may not be deemed considered a commercial
co-venturer if the collection and distribution of the proceeds of
the sale, performance or event are supervised and controlled by
the benefiting charitable organization.

Sec. 2. 9 MRSA §5005, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

h n r from ion he 1
1 W n r:
Progr rvi H
INImM - rgz 4}
(3) Management,

Sec. 3. 9 MRSA §5012, as repealed and replaced by PL 1989, c.
55, §4, is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read:

A i 1 i ion h mpl mmercial
S r ici h 1 m iner
i h i i in i

Sec. 4. 9 MRSA §5012-A is enacted to read:
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SUMMARY

This bill amends the Charitable Solicitations Act as follows.

1. It amends the definition of commercial co-venturer to
include the collection or sale of donated goods by a commercial
co-venturer.

2. It requires that a charitable organization employing a
commercial co-venturer shall file certain information including
the amount of money that was expended to commercial co-venturers
during the year.

3. It requires the disclosure of pertinent information on
containers that are used by a commercial co-venturer for the
solicitation of goods.

4, It prohibits a commercial co-venturer from charging a

charitable organization a sum of money for goods and services
that far exceeds the market value of those goods and services.
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