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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2027

H.P. 1420 House of Representatives, March 24, 1999

An Act to Enable the Formation of Public Charter Schools.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered
printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative POWERS of Rockport.

Cosponsored by Senator LONGLEY of Waldo and

Senator AMERO of Cumberland,

Representatives: BAKER of Bangor, STEDMAN of Hartland, WATSON of Farmingdale,
Senators: BERUBE of Androscoggin, CATHCART of Penobscot, SMALL of Sagadahoc.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1, sub-§26, as corrected by RR 1993, c. 1,

§44, is amended to read:

26. School administrative unit. "School administrative
unit" means the state-approved unit of school administration and
includes a municipal school unit, school administrative district,
community school district, charter school or any other municipal
or quasi-municipal corporation responsible for operating or
constructing public schools, except that it does not include an
applied technology region.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §202, sub-§§16 and 17, as enacted by PL 1981,
c. 693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

16. Other entities. Other entities authorized by the
Legislature; and

17. Other bureaus. Any other bureau the commissioner
establishes~:_and

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §202, sub-§18 is enacted to read:
18. Charter schools. Charter schools.
Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA c. 112 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 112
CHARTER SCHOOLS
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charter school, whether on content or process, may be made within
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applicant indicates authorizations necessary for it to raise
working capital.

§2424. 1Information
B 3 : t shall di ipate inf ti : ] bli
ir h_ch i it n W

operate a charter school and on how to enroll in charter schools
nc r

Sec. 5. Review. The Commissioner of Education, with
assistance from the State Board of Education, shall conduct a
review of charter schools created under the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 112 3 years after the effective
date of this Act. The commissioner shall submit a report and any
recommendations to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural
affairs by December 15th of the following year.

SUMMARY

This bill allows certain educational bodies to approve the
establishment of charter schools, a new type of public school, to
be a part of the State's program of public education.

Charter schools may be existing public schools or school
units, new schools or existing nonprofit, nonsectarian schools
that convert to charter status. Sponsors may include a local
school board, the board of a Maine postsecondary institution or
an identified governmental entity charged with approving and
overseeing charter schools.

Charter schools are created to offer students and parents a
choice of public schools. Charter schools are open to all
students equally, though they may specialize in serving a
particular age group, a specific geographic area or a student
population with specific needs. A charter school may also
require a demonstration of interest from students if it offers a
specific curriculum or teaching methodology. Charter schools may
not be affiliated with religious institutions and must be
nonsectarian in their programs, practices and policies.

Charter school staff include teachers holding teaching
certificates. Teachers in charter schools may be employees of
the charter school and have the right to organize and bargain
collectively in a separate unit; or teachers may choose to
operate the charter school themselves, as partners or members of
a cooperative.

Funding for charter schools is paid directly by the State in
an amount equal to the average amount per pupil spent statewide.
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Approved special education costs incurred beyond that amount are
paid by the student's resident school administrative unit.
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