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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 2014

H.P. 1409 House of Representatives, March 23, 1999

An Act to Institutionalize Substance Abuse Treatment Courts in Maine.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative SAVAGE of Buxton.

Cosponsored by Senator AMERO of Cumberland and

Representatives: AHEARNE of Madawaska, BERRY of Livermore, BERRY of Belmont,
DUNLAP of Old Town, KANE of Saco, PIEH of Bremen, SAXL of Portland, Senator:

KONTOS of Cumberland.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, criminal activity by addicted offenders in Maine is
excessive; and

Whereas, parental alcohol and drug abuse in Maine is causing
a significant increase in the number of abused and neglected
children; and

Whereas, substance abuse treatment courts are urgently
needed to reduce the incidence of alcohol and drug abuse and the
incidence of crimes committed as a result of alcohol and drug
abuse; and

Whereas, federal funding for the only existing substance
abuse treatment court in Maine, the Cumberland County Superior
Court's "Project Exodus," will expire on June 30, 1999; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 15MRSA c. 16 is enacted to read:

A in i h r 1 h ntex herwi
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addicted offenders who are considered amenable to treatment
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Corrections has jurisdiction over defendants in every
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Sec. 2. Funding and support for "Project Exodus." The single
existing substance abuse treatment court in the Cumberland County
Superior Court, known as '"Project Exodus,” must be continued and
funded.

1. Project Exodus. Funding must be provided to Cumberland
County on behalf of Project Exodus to provide for the following:

A. One substance abuse treatment court coordinator to
provide coordination and support;

B. One assistant district attorney to manage cases;

c. One or more 1licensed treatment providers to provide
substance abuse treatment to current and future clients;

D. An independent evaluator to study and review Project
Exodus and provide appropriate reports and recommendations;
and

E. Materials to conduct appropriate drug and alcohol
testing of defendants.

2. Department of Corrections. Funding and authorization
for probation officer positions must be provided to the
Department of Corrections for those officers to provide dedicated
case management and supervision services to Project Exodus. One
probation officer may provide case management and supervision
services for no more than 30 defendants.

3. Office of Substance Abuse. Funding in the amount of
$60,000 must be provided to the Department of Mental Health,
Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, Office of
Substance Abuse for up to 3 planning grants to be awarded to
design up to 3 other substance abuse treatment courts in Maine.
Grant requests to the Office of Substance Abuse must be submitted
by district attorneys or by coalitions made up of judges,
district attorneys, defense attorneys and community institutions.
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4. Administrative Office of the Courts. Funding and
authorization for the position of assistant clerk must be
provided to the Administrative Office of the Courts for an
assistant clerk to provide clerical and data collection support
to Project Exodus.

5. Report. Project Exodus shall submit a report containing
data and recommendations regarding the effectiveness of the
substance abuse treatment court program and any recommendations
for change to the Legislature by January 31, 2000.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

The bill allows for the creation of substance abuse
treatment courts, also known as "drug courts,”" throughout the
State. The bill also provides continuing financial support for
Cumberland County's '"Project Exodus,"” the one existing substance
abuse treatment court in the State. A report regarding the
effectiveness of "Project Exodus" and recommendations for any
changes in the substance abuse treatment court system must be
made to the Legislature by January 31, 2000.
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