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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 2008 

H.P.1403 House of Representatives, March 23, 1999 

An Act to Amend the Maine Clean Election Act. 

-Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative RINES of Wiscasset. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: DUNLAP of Old Town, GAGNE of Buckfield, HATCH of 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 21·A MRSA §1122, sub·§§7 and 8, as enacted by IB 1995, 
4 c. 1, §17, are repealed. 

6 Sec. 2. 21·A MRSA §1122, sub·§9, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, 

§17, is amended to read: 
8 

9. Seed money contribution. "Seed money contribution" 
10 means a contribution of no more than $100 per individual made to 

a candidate, including a contribution from the candidate or the 
12 candidate's family. To be eligible for certification, a 

candidate may collect and spend only seed money contributions 
14 subsequent to becoming a candidate as defined by section 1, 

subsection 5 aRe--t-h£~~h-e~-t--t.-h&-~\loal-i-~i'"i-aq.-pedee. A candidate 
16 may not collect or spend seed money contributions after 

certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate. ~Re 

18 pF~maFy-~~-~--a--&&&4-~-€e~-t~~~-t~e~--i-&--t.~-~~-a 
paF6~e~pa6i-&g-~~~-&&-£~~e€-t-~~~~~-eeRt~~BQt~eRsT A 

20 seed money contribution must be reported according to procedures 
developed by the commission. 

22 
Sec. 3. 21·A MRS A §1124, sub·§2, 1A, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 

24 1, §17, is repealed. 

26 Sec. 4. 21·A MRS A §112S, sub-§I, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, 

§17, is amended to read: 
28 

1. Declaration of intent. A participating candidate must 
30 file a declaration of intent to seek certification as a Maine 

Clean Election Act candidate and to comply with the requirements 
32 of this chapter. The declaration of intent must be filed with 

the commission pF~eF--t~~--eQF~R~--t~~~~~~-peF~eQ, except 
34 as provided in subsection 11, according to forms and procedures 

developed by the commission. A--pa~~i-eipa~iR~--eaRQiQa~e--m~s~ 

36 s~9mi~-~-~9€~~~~-t4~--9~-~-p~4e~--~-~~~4~-~Qa.~'Y~R~ 
eeRtF~BQt~eRS-QReeF-tRis-eRapteFT 

38 
Sec. S. 21-A MRS A §1125, sub-§§3 and 4, as enacted by IB 1995, 

40 c. 1, §17, is repealed. 

42 Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA §112S, sub-§S, as enac ted by I B 1995, c. 1, 
§17, is amended to read: 

44 
5. Certification of Maine Clean Election Act candidates. 

46 YpeR-~e£e4p-t-~-~-~i-&al-6Q9mitta.-~-~~if1r~~a~~i-&~~~&&-By 

a--pa-z:..t...i-G-~ing--~~-E!-?--tRe l1:ut commission shall determine 
48 whether or not the candidate has: 

50 A. Signed and filed a declaration of intent to participate 
in this Act; 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

A 1. Submitted twice the number of petition signatures 
reguired pursuant to section 335. subsection 5 for the 
respective office: 

8T--~~~~-~~-app£ep£4a~e--Ram&e~-~-~~4~-~aalifyiR~ 
e9Rtl'isati9RSf 

C. Qualified as a candidate by petiti9R-91' other means; 

D. Not accepted 
contributions, and 
restrictions; and 

contributions, except for 
otherwise complied with 

seed 
seed 

money 
money 

E. Otherwise met the requirements for participation in this 
Act. 

The commission shall certify a candidate complying with the 
18 requirements of this section as a Maine Clean Election Act 

candidate as-~-as-~~-aRe-~-latel'-~-i-~-aftel' 
20 fiRal-6~~~~~-~-~~~~~-eeRt~isatieRs after verification of 

the reguired signatures pursuant to this section. 
22 

Upon certification, a candidate must transfer to the fund any 
24 unspent seed money contributions. A certified candidate must 

comply with all requirements of this Act after certification and 
26 throughout the primary and general election periods. Failure to 

do so is a violation of this chapter. 
28 

Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA §1125, sub-§ll, as enacted by IB 1995, c. 1, 
30 §17, is amended to read: 

32 11. Other procedures. The commission shall establish by 
rule procedures for ~aalifieatieRT certification, disbursement of 

34 fund revenues and return of unspent fund revenues for races 
involving special elections, recounts, vacancies, withdrawals or 

36 replacement candidates. 

38 Sec. 8. 21-A MRSA §1126, as enacted by IS 1995, c. 1, §17. is 
amended to read: 

40 
§1126. Commission to adopt rules 

42 
The commission shall adopt rules to ensure effective 

44 administration of this chapter. These rules must include but 
mast .Qa not se limited to procedures for 9staiRi~-4!~a-l4fy4R~ 

46 eeRtl'isatieRsT certification as a Maine Clean Election Act 
candidate, circumstances involving special elections, vacancies, 

48 recounts, withdrawals or replacements, collection of revenues for 
the fund, distribution of fund revenue to certified candidates, 

50 return of unspent fund disbursements and compliance with the 
Maine Clean Election Act. 
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SUMMARY 
2 

This bill amends the Maine Clean Election Act to eliminate 
4 the requirement that a candidate raise a certain amount of money 

in order to get public financing. The bill requires that in 
6 order to be certified as a Maine Clean Election Act Candidate, 

the candidate must collect twice the number of signatures 
8 required for a candidate by petition. 
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