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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 2000 

H.P. l395 House of Representatives, March 23, 1999 

An Act to Establish the Position of Early Childhood Consultant. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Representative BAKER of Bangor. 
Cosponsored by Senator CATHCART of Penobscot and 
Representatives: DESMOND of Mapleton, GAGNE of Buckfield, JACOBS of Tumer, 
McKEE of Wayne, POWERS of Rockport, ROWE of Portland, SULLIVAN of Biddeford, 
Senator: LONGLEY of Waldo. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 20-A MRS A c. 203, sub-c. m is enacted to read: 
4 

SUBCIIAPTER III 
6 

EARLY CHILDHOOD C<lfSULTAlfl 
8 

54261. Early childhood cOnsultant position 
10 

1. EstablishlRent. The position of early childhoQd 
12 consultant is established within the department. A person 

filling the position of early childhopd cQnsultant is referred tp 
l4 in this subchapter as "cpnsultant." The cQmmissioner shall 

supervise the cpnsultant. 
16 

2. Qualifications. The cpnsultant must have a bachelor I s 
18 degree in educatiQn in the specialty area Qf early childhppd and 

early elementary eduQatipn and a ml.nJ.mum pf 4 years pf 
20 prQfessipnal-level experience in this area. The cpnsultant must 

have extensive knpwledge Qf the research in early literacy and 
22 language acguisitiQn. brain develppment and early childhppd 

educatipn. The cpnsultant may be required tp hQld the 
24 apprppriate teaching pr educatiQnal administratipn certificate 

issued by the d~partment. 
26 

54262. Duties 
28 

The cpnsultant shall prQvide statewide leadership. 
30 consultatipn and directipn for early childhQod and early 

elementary effQrts and prQgrams. The cQnsultant shall: 
32 

1. Education initiatives. Prpmpte and carry put key early 
34 childhQPd and early elementary educatiQn initiatives: 

36 ~ Research. Keep infprmed Qf and disseminate current 
research pn ej3.rly childhppd literj3.cy. symbplic develppment j3.nd 

38 brj3.in development j3.S well as effective. exemplj3.ry educj3.tiQn 
prj3.ctice tp ensure the readiness pf ypung students to meet 

40 stj3.ndj3.rds pf j3.chievement bj3.sed Qn the stj3.tewide system Qf 
learning results: 

42 
3. Optimum growth. Develop infprmatipn. respurces and 

44 prpgram mpdels fpr lpcj3.l schoQls j3.nd schpQl units tQ implement 
innQVj3.tive j3.pprQj3.ches j3.t the preschool and primj3.ry grj3.de levels 

46 tp SUPPQrt the pptimuro grQwth pf ypung children: 

48 4. Literacy Achievement. Assist schpol systems with the 
examinj3.tiQn pf literj3.cy rj3.tes. reCOmmend imprQvement strj3.tegies 

50 j3.nd prpvide guidj3.nce tQ sUPPQrt literacy j3.chievement: 
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5. Program planping. Provide technical assistance and 
2 consultation in program planning. curriculum. instruction and 

assessment linked to the statewide system of learning results for 
4 school units serving children enrolled in early childhood public 

school programs and children enrolled in kindergarten to grade 4; 
6 

6. Four-;rear-olds: public school program. Develop and 
8 promote early childhood public school programs for children 4 

years of age: 
10 

7. Quality earl!' childhood practices. Provide staff 
12 development and training in guality early childhood practices. 

including High-Scope; screening and assessment; developmentally 
14 appropriate practice: and parents as partnerii 

16 8. Student success. Create partnerships and networks 
between and among schools. the other Child-serving state 

18 agencies. other institutions and community groups in order to 
provide services that enhance student iUCC'iS: 

20 
9. Collaboration. Dev,lop mecbanisms and protocols for 

22 coUaboration with organizations and agenchs tbat serv' young 
children: and 

24 
10. Polic!, and regulatoCf advice. Provide policy and 

26 regulatory advice and assistanc, on ,arly ,ducation issues. 
including kindergarten scregning. itudent eligibility and class 

28 ~ 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

SUMMARY 

This bill establishes the position of early 
consultant within the Department of Education. 
childhood consultant shall provide statewide 
consultation and direction for early childhood 
elementary efforts and programs. 
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