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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1982

H.P. 1385 House of Representatives, March 23, 1999

An Act to Establish a Lobster Trap Tag Freeze to Limit Effort in the
Lobster Fishery.

Reported by Representative ETNIER for the Joint Standing Committee on Marine
Resources pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 747, section 2.

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources suggested and printing
ordered under Joint Rule 218.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §§6431-F is enacted to read:
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SUMMARY

This bill implements one of the recommendations of the
Lobster Advisory Council regarding reduced fishing effort in the
lobster fishery. It establishes a freeze on the issuance of
lobster trap tags by prohibiting the Commissioner of Marine
Resources from issuing a number of lobster trap tags each year to
a lobster and crab fishing license holder that is greater than
the number of trap tags the license holder had purchased as of
November 20, 1998 for the 1998 1license year. The bill
establishes an appeals process for individuals who are denied
trap tags because of the freeze. The bill provides that the trap
tag freeze is repealed December 31, 2001.
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