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L.D. 1982

DATE: 5//3/677 (Filing No. 3—550 )

MARINE RESOURCES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'Kég' to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982, Bill, "An
Act to Establish a Lobster Trap Tag Freeze to Limit Effort in the
Lobster Fishery"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6421, sub-§5, D, as repealed and replaced
by PL 1997, c. 250, §3 and affected by §10, is amended to read:

D. Did not possess a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster
and crab fishing license in the previous calendar year
because the commissioner had suspended the person's license
privileges for a length of time that included the previous
calendar year; er

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6421, sub-§5, F, as amended by PL 1997, c.
250, §5 and affected by §10, is further amended to read:

F. 1Is 65 years of age or older and has held a lobster and
crab fishing licenses; or

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6421, sub-§5, H is enacted to read:

H, Has held a student lobster and crab fishing license in 3
n iv nd:
r f r der: or
2) I high by
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "l%b to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

This paragraph is repealed December 31, 2001.
Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6421-A, sub-§1, §9B and C, as enacted by PL

1997, c. 747, §1, are amended to read:

B. Possessed an apprentice lobster and crab fishing license
issued prior to February 13, 1998 and meets the requirements
of the apprentice program under section 6422; er

C. Did not possess a Class I, Class II or Class III lobster
and crab fishing 1license in the previous calendar year
because the commissioner had suspended the person's license
privileges for a length of time that included that previous
calendar year~: or

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6421-A, sub-§1, §D is enacted to read:

D. Has held a student lobster and crab fishing license in 3
consecutive years and:

(1) Is 18 years of age or older: or
(2) Is a high school graduate.
Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6431-F is enacted to read:

431- £
1, Trap tag limits. Beginning wi 2 icense year,
I I n ishi i
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT fé%" to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

For each following year, the license holder may purchase a

r of h j r n r
r 13 r vi
1] r n h n X h
limit established by rule for the zone in which the person

majori f th rson’'

2. Exceptions, Notwithstanding subsection 1, the following

imi :

1f icen lder w i 1 I T
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "jgm to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

A, ission m i 1y if
h llowin riteri r :

111__1ng__pg£sggL~Qggum h n rv

-in-law X 1 ren a ion
mother-in-law, father-in-law, child by blood, child by
adoption,  stepchild,  stepparent, grandchild _ or

lj_ﬁ_h§ﬁLlEQ_li_I§QlﬁiLQQL_LL__EiL_hE_hﬁ_d_ﬂikhln_lQ_§§¥§_Qi
L_Qw£QQBﬁﬁLL~QQAE§§_jL_JL£EL_Jﬂi,J%i__i__liuéllejﬁLjﬁL_j&___

w it m i A

A hearing held under this subsection is informal. At the

h i h llant m r n n i ncernin
h riteri 1i i raph A h mi j if
;55u;ng_jIﬂp*JzuuL“mQ_th_pszignL_ﬁnQ_JﬂuL_ngmlisggngz_mﬁz
X n i nal information h mmi ner
MWLMLMQ_W

h nfidential r T in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ZE%" to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

Sec. 7. Report. The Lobster Advisory Council shall report to
the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by February 1,
2000 on methods to limit effort in the lobster fishery for the
purpose of conserving the lobster resource. The Lobster Advisory
Council, in consultation with the 1lobster management policy
councils and members of the lobster management zones, shall
consider methods to control effort and the potential impacts of
those methods on traditional fishing practices. Methods to be
considered may include, but are not 1limited to, the following:
establishing a tiered license program; providing for the transfer
of a license to a family member; increasing license and trap tag
fees; and instituting more severe penalties for violations of
laws relating to the 1lobster resource. The Joint Standing
Committee on Marine Resources may report out legislation to the
Second Regular Session of the 119th Legislature regarding limited
effort in the lobster fishery.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE
1999-00 2000-01
REVENUES
General Fund $24,900 $33,200
Other Funds 274,858 419,978

»

Expanding the eligibility for 1lobster and crab fishing
licenses will increase General Fund revenue collected by the
Department of Marine Resources by $24,900 and $33,200 in fiscal
years 1999-00 and 2000-01, respectively, and will increase
dedicated revenues collected by the department from license fees
and trap tags by $27,000 and $36,000 in fiscal years 1999-00 and
2000-01, respectively. In addition, allowing the purchase of
more trap tags will also increase dedicated revenues collected by
the department by $240,358 and $373,978 in fiscal years 1999-00
and 2000-01, respectively.

The expanded eligibility for lobster and crab fishing
licenses will also increase license surcharges collections. The
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 265" to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

estimated increases of dedicated revenue to the Lobster Promotion
Council are $7,500 and $10,000 in fiscal years 1999-00 and
2000-01, respectively.

The Lobster Advisory Council will incur some minor
additional costs to submit a required report to the Legislature.
These costs can be absorbed within the council's existing
budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the minority report of the Joint
Standing Committee on Marine Resources, replaces the bill. The
amendment specifies that a person who has held a student lobster
and crab fishing license for 3 consecutive years and who is at
least 18 years of age or a high school graduate is eligible for a
Class I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license.
The amendment repeals that provision on December 31, 2001.

The amendment establishes limits on the purchase of lobster
trap tags based on the number of trap tags purchased by a Class
I, Class II or Class III lobster and crab fishing license holder
as of November 20, 1998 for the 1998 license year. The amendment
limits those who purchased 200 or fewer trap tags to 300 trap
tags in the initial license year, building up to the trap limit
for the zone in which they fish at a rate of 100 trap tags per
year. It limits those who purchased more than 200 trap tags to a
buildup of 100 trap tags per year, up to the trap limit for the
zone in which they fish,

The amendment establishes an initial limit of 300 trap tags
for a license holder who is issued a Class I, Class II or Class
III license for the first time after meeting the requirements of
the apprentice program and allows that license holder to build up
at a rate of 100 trap tags per, year, up to the trap limit for the
zone in which that license holder fishes.

The amendment establishes an initial 1limit for a license
holder who is issued a Class I, Class II or Class III license on
appeal of either the number of trap tags purchased by the person
in 1996, 1997 or 1998 or 300 trap tags if the person did not hold
a license in 1996, 1997 or 1998 and allows that license holder to
build uwp at a rate of 100 trap tags per year, up to the trap
limit for the zone in which that license holder fishes.

The amendment also establishes an appeals process for
certain individuals who are denied trap tags because of the
limits.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ﬁfg" to H.P. 1385, L.D. 1982

The amendment repeals the trap tag 1limit provisions on
December 31, 2001.

The amendment requires the Lobster Advisory Council to
report to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by
February 1, 2000 on methods to 1limit effort in the lobster
fishery for the purpose of conserving the lobster resource, and
it authorizes the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources to
report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 119th
Legislature regarding limited effort in the lobster fishery.

This amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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