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L.D. 1965

pare: 5~ 41 (Filing No. H-4{(

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "{7 " to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965, Bill, "An
Act to Establish the Maine Dental Education Loan Program'

Amend the bill in section 2 in the first line (page 1, line
10 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "Sec.2. 20-A c. 426 is
enacted to read:" and inserting in its place the following: 'Sec.

2. 20-A MRSA ¢. 426 is enacted to read:'

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated
»8§12301." in subsection 4 in the 2nd line (page 1, line 48 in
L.D.) by inserting after the following: "or" the following:
‘geographical’

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated
"§12301." in subsection 4 in the 2nd line (page 1, line 48 in
L.D.) by striking out the following: "in the State"

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated

"§12301." in subsection 4 in the last line (page 2, line 2 in
L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Services." the
following: ’'The rules must take into consideration factors that
include, but are mnot limited to, family income Jlevels,
availability of dental care and percentage of families qualifying

for Medicaid coverage.

Further amend the bill in section 2 by striking out all of

that part designated "§12302." and inserting in its place the
following:
'S1 2 ine D i Pr
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " # to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965

1. Establishment., The Maine Dental Education Loan Program.
referred to in this chapter as the '"program,"” is established,
Th ri hall inj r th rogr nder i rogr
the chief executive officer shall award up to 3 loans or loan

ro in n 3:

A, L r ilabl Maine residen roll in

dental school: or

B A X men T nt i labl rson w

is eligible for licensure as a_doctor of dental medicine in

Maine and who has outstanding dental education lgans.

2. Application process. Application must be made directly
to_the authority.

3. Eligibility, The following persons are eligible to
participate in the program:

A, Applicants n ion r A who m

igibili riteri lish rul £ ri
which minim m T ire:
h nt:

{c) Who demonstrates an i rvin n
underserved population area: and
B, Applicants under subsection 1, paragraph B who meet
ligibili riteri lish b £f th hori
whi ini e
1 T ligibl f nsur
practice dental medicine in Maine;

s

i i willi r
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?" to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965

4. Maximuym amount. The maximum loan or loan repayment
i 1 rtici i r £
period of up to 4 years.
5. Loan agreement: forgiveness. student applying under

subsection 1, paragraph A shall e__t_e____tg_a__szL_ag_e_ems__a_s
set out ;, Lh 18 sg_bsgg; 100,

n_completion of professional ion h n
shall repay the loan in accordance with this paragraph.
A 1 wh 1
forgiveness pursuant to subpar gg aph g ) s §11 repay
th ntir rincipal of the 1 1 i
a x t ermined r 1 £ th uthori
Interest do not begin t ccru until

recipient completes dental education.

(2) A_loan recipient who, upon conclusion of the
s s . : ; 3 ion includi
fellowships, elects to serve ractiti r £
o_:ig t_;g ngglng L an QLMQQ_EQMQSLQ—QLQ—S-
forgiven 25% of the or ;g' nal outstanding indebtedness

for each year of that practice.
m y i ver m longer th 1
r X ief ex i fi X n
individ ! m n r e r n £f th
_Qiu_._~_ep_ame_t__4,x_st commence when the loan recipient
mpl wi rawsg fr r rwi il i
dental education.

A n r n ry nder ion
pursuant to paragraph A r h (2) must serye all
patients regardless of ability to pay through insurance or
other payment source.

6. Loan repayment agreemen An r
1, paragraph B shall enter in loan r n r n
A n i will r men m
h 1i ! ndin in n £ 1
educ £ $2 r r r
4 r lon h lican ntin r
area,
B A r ivin loan r n n nder 1
ection m r 11 ien r rdl £ ili
h h_insuran T n r
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "%?" to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965

7 1 recipient wh X r i in
n r i r nd wh i m ri
of service required to pay off the loan is liable to the
hori £ n h th 1 n i

will war r h i 2-m ri

Exceptions may be made by the authority in accordance with
subsection 8.

A loan recipient may be granted permission to default without
n m men r in by ion

area by petitioning the authority. Grounds for permission to

default without penalty include, but are not Ilimited to,
ata hic i nce hat prevent the recipient from

remaining in an underserved population area for the required

period of time. The recipient receiv credit for th

months served and the remeining financial obligation plus

hor in T m

n Deferm n the r n £ loan under

h r m n for 1i 1 £f th
authori In r rmi rul f th
r h !

r in rin 1 i

must be repaid either through return service or cash payments.
The chief executive officer shall make determinations of
rm n ~by- i Th igi £ ief

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated
"§12303.” in subsection 2 in the 3rd line (page 4, line 38 in
L.D.) by inserting after the following: "underserved" the
following: ‘'population'

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated
*§12303." in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraphs A to
C and inserting in their place the following:

‘A, In accordance with criteria established by _the
hori r i r i i n r
population areas: or
B T r ion loan r 1 ion f
1i nti n nti i in
lation '

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated
*§12107," in the first line (page 6, line 12 in L.D.) by striking
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "J?" to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965

out the following: "§12107." and inserting in its place the

following: '§12305.°

Further amend the bill in section 2 in that part designated

*§12107." in the 3rd and 4th lines (page 6, lines 16 and 17 in
L.D.) by striking out the following: " lation rser
areas and underserved specialties" and inserting in its place the

following: ‘underserved population areas'

Further amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the
following:

'Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1999-00 2000-01
FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE
Maine Dental Education Loan Program
All Other $60, 000 $120,000

Provides funds for Iloans to
Maine residents enrolled in a
school of dental education or
to repay loan agreements for
practicing doctors of dental
medicine who practice in
underserved population areas.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:
‘FISCAL NOTE
1999-60 2000-01
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
General Fund $60,000 $120,000
The bill establishes the Maine Dental Education Loan Program
to provide loans of up to $20,000 annually to Maine students at
schools of dental education or to repay up to $20,000 annually of
the 1loans of practicing dentists who serve in underserved
population areas. Since the Finance Authority of Maine is

authorized to provide up to 3 loans or loan repayments annually
until an aggregate of 12 loans or loan repayments have been
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " [ /' to H.P. 1367, L.D. 1965

provided, this bill includes General Fund appropriations of
$60,000 and $120,000 in fiscal years 1999-00 and 2000-01,
respectively, to the authority. The estimated third year cost in
fiscal year 2001-02 is $180,000. Annual ongoing costs, estimated
to be $240,000 annually, will be required beginning in fiscal
year 2002-03.

The Department of Human Services will incur some minor
additional costs to develop and adopt rules and to serve on the
advisory committee. These costs can be absorbed within the
department's existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment expands application of the Maine Dental
Education Loan Program established in the bill. In addition to
providing loans to students enrolled in dental school, the
amendment provides that the program will offer loan forgiveness
to assist a licensed dentist in paying off existing loans if the
dentist practices dental medicine in an underserved population
area. The amendment also clarifies the loan default provisions
of the program and adds an appropriation section and fiscal note
to the bill.
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