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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1964

H.P. 1366 House of Representatives, March 23, 1999

An Act to Establish the Charter School Authority.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered

printed.
éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative WESTON of Montville.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, §E, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
488, §2, is amended to read:

E. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs matters

shall use
reviews:

(1)

the following list as a guideline for scheduling

Telecommunications Relay Services Advisory Council

in 1997;

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)
2001;

(10)

Department of Education in 1997;

Maine Arts Commission in 1999;

Maine Conservation School in 1999;

Maine Historic Preservation Commission in 1999;
Maine Library Commission in 1999;

Maine State Museum Commission in 1999;

Office of State Historian in 1999:

Board of Trustees of the Maine Maritime Academy in

Board of Trustees of the University of Maine

System in 2001;

(11)
(12)

(13)

Educational Leave Advisory Board in 2001;
Maine Technical College System in 2001;

Maine Health and Higher Educational Facilities

Authority in 2003; and

(14)

1

Maine Educational Loan Authority in 2003+; and

r h Authori in

Sec. 2. 5§ MRSA §12004-G, sub-§10-B is enacted to read:

10-B,
Education

Charter @ Expenses = 2Q-A MRSA
School  Omly  §2431
Authority

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §1, sub-§26, as corrected by RR 1993, c. 1,
§44, is amended to read:
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26. School administrative unit. "School administrative
unit" means the state-approved unit of school administration and
includes a municipal school unit, school administrative district,
community school district, charter school or any other municipal
or quasi-municipal corporation responsible for operating or
constructing public schools, except that it does not include an
applied technology region.

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §202, sub-§§16 and 17, as enacted by PL 1981,
c. 693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read:

16. Other entities. Other entities authorized by the
Legislature; and

17. Other bureaus. Any other bureau the commissioner
establishes~; and

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §202, sub-§18 is enacted to read:
An r h
Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA c. 112 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 112
CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY
24 Al i 1i
The Charter Sch Authori referred in this ch r

i n_in n e £ a
r s of thi r

(i

i Th ri i 24 ing mem

and a number of other nonvoting members determined appropriate by
the authority, as follows:

A h member rom i f whom

represents school superintendents, one of whom represents
teachers and one of whom r n rent~ cher

r i ions;

B. Two members from private schools, one of whom represents
nonsectarian schools and one of whom represents sectarian
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r £ ion;
F i member T n r n
Tw i nomi m
izati X

M. One member from the Maine Development Foundation;
N, One member from an association representing altermative
education programs:

member by n iation repr in learni
i LSQns:

Page 3-LR1469(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

— 1 -
n prior
i i r hn 1 i nce
- n w_charter ls fr xistin ces;
ion r ion, To secure assistance on
ion i lans:

1 T vel m 1 erform
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1 hief i ££fi : an
r m 15th h
n T,
Th hij i £ffi f th i i in b
. review . . n ami
i v i m rs an
£ i £ 1 the Legislal 3 £t} ] £ ¢l
i i ficer i r ibl for

h X £ hi
pattern prescribed in the charter school plan.
SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Charter School Authority to
oversee the establishment, location and funding of charter
schools throughout the State; to adopt a comprehensive charter
school plan; to provide technical assistance for groups wishing
to start a charter school; and to allocate funds for the creation
of charter schools consistent with the plan.
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