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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE
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Legislative Document No. 1955

H.P. 1356 House of Representatives, March 18, 1999

An Act Regarding Youth Residence Laws.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative BOLDUC of Auburn.

Cosponsored by Representative MENDROS of Lewiston,

Senator BERUBE of Androscoggin and

Representatives: CHIZMAR of Lisbon, DUDLEY of Portland, DUGAY of Cherryfield,
JACOBS of Turner, ROWE of Portland, SAMSON of Jay, TESSIER of Fairfield,
WILLIAMS of Orono.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 1071, sub-¢c. XIV is enacted to read:

SUBCHAPTER XIV
RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH
§4095, Short title
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3. Runaway youth, "Rupaway youth" means a person over 12
vears of age and under 18 years of age who leaves and remains
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HIV prevention and other health services.
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permission of the youth's parent or other legal guardian:

emergency shelter of a runaway or homeless youth who has not
attained the age of 18 years within 24 hours of the
admission. Notification must include information pertaining
to the youth's physical and emotional condition and the
circumstances surrounding the vyouth's pr nc a the
shelter. Notification may not be given if compelling
reasons, such as the youth's report of domestic violence at
the parent's or guardian's residence or of abuse or neglect
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1. Report. Report on the situation of runaway and homeless
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Department of Human Services as
the agency responsible for studying, planning for and creating
services for runaway and homeless youth. The services will seek
to address needs of youth who are without families, who may be
exploited, who suffer greater health, mental health and
educational problems than the general population and who have
less access to appropriate services. The bill seeks to develop a
system of coordinated services for runaway and homeless youth
through street outreach, emergency shelters and transitional
living programs. The bill involves the Interagency Task Force on
Homelessness and Housing Opportunities in these efforts.
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