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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1954
H.P. 1354 House of Representatives, March 18, 1999

An Act to Categorize Pervasive Developmental Disorder as a
Neurological Disorder rather than a Mental Illness under the Insurance
Laws.

Reference to the Committee on Banking and Insurance suggested and ordered printed.

éOSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative MacDOUGALL of North Berwick.
Cosponsored by Representatives: BROOKS of Winterport, SNOWE-MELLO of Poland,
Senator: PARADIS of Aroostook.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2325-A, sub-§5-C, JA, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §1, is further amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
illnesses diagnosed by a licemsed allopathic or osteopathic
physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
received a doctorate in psychology specializing in the
evaluation and treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

{3)--Pervasive-developmental-disorder,-or-aukisms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 2. 24 MRSA §2325-A, sub-§5-D, A, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §2, is further amended to read:

A. All individual and group contracts must make available
coverage providing, at a minimum, benefits according to
paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical
treatment for any of the following mental illnesses
diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician
or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has received a
doctorate in psychology specializing in the evaluation and
treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia:;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

£{3)--Pervasive-developmental-dicorder,-or-auticms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder: or
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(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 3. 24 MRSA §2325-D is enacted to read:
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to an association. to a multiple-employer trust or to another
Y
3. Minimum benefits. The contracts must provide benefits
for i i £ i v mental
disorder, or autism, under terms and conditions that are no less
iv i i for medical tr ment for
physical illnesses. At the request of a nonprofit hospital or
medi i r i i ider of medi r nt for
pervasive developmental disorder, or autism, shall furnish data
iatin h injiti r contin r nt is medi
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pervasive developmental disorder, or autism, as for medical
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Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA §2749-C, sub-§1, §A, as amended by PL 1995,

¢c. 637, §3, is further amended to read:

A. All individual policies must make available coverage
providing, at a minimum, benefits according to paragraph B,
subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical treatment
for any of the following mental illnesses diagnosed by a
licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician or a licensed
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psychologist who is trained and has received a doctorate in
psychology specializing in the evaluation and treatment of
human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder:;

{3)--Pexrvasive-developmental-diserdex,-or-autisms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder:;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 5. 24-A MRSA §2749-D is enacted to read:

rovider medi r m x i el 1
isor r ism £ h a ntiatin h
initial Ci 3 p licall 3
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h medical r m for v
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Sec. 6. 24-A MRSA §2843, sub-§5-C, §A, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §4, is further amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
illnesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic
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physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
received a doctorate in psychology specializing in the
evaluation and treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

{3)--Rervasive-develeopmental-diserder,-or-aukicms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder:;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 7. 24-A MRSA §2843, sub-§5-D, §A, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §5, is further amended to read:

A, All group contracts must make available coverage
providing, at a minimum, benefits according to paragraph B,
subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical treatment
for any of the following mental illnesses diagnosed by a
licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician or a licensed
psychologist who is trained and has received a doctorate in
psychology specializing in the evaluation and treatment of
human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

{3)--Pervasive-developmental-diserder,-or-autisms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 8. 24-A MRSA §2843-A is enacted to read:
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Sec. 9. 24-A MRSA §4234-A, sub-§6, §JA, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §6, is further amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
illnesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic
physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
received a doctorate in psychology specializing in the
evaluation and treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

£3)--Pervarive-developmental-dicorder,-or-autisms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;
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(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 10. 24-A MRSA §4234-A, sub-§7, §A, as amended by PL 1995,

c. 637, §7, is further amended to read:

A. All individual and group contracts must make available
coverage providing, at a minimum, benefits according to
paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical
treatment for any of the following mental illnesses
diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician
or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has received a
doctorate in psychology specializing in the evaluation and
treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

{3)--Pervasive-developmental-disorder,-or-aukicms

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder:

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 11. 24-A MRSA §4234-F is enacted to read:

2.  Mandated Dbenefit, All group health maintenance
i ion n m rovi mini fits
i rson ivi n
pervasive developmental disorder, or autism, diagnosed by a
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w few W r th
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SUMMARY

This bill categorizes pervasive developmental disorder, or
autism, as a neurological condition rather than a mental illness.
Under current law, pervasive developmental disorder, or autism,
is categorized as one of seven biologically based mental
illnesses. The bill retains the requirement that pervasive
developmental disorder, or autism, be covered by health insurance
under the same terms and conditions as other physical illnesses
and conditions.
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