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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

" FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1929
S.P. 679 In Senate, March 17, 1999

An Act Concerning Damage to Lands and Natural Resources Caused by
Natural Gas Pipelines.

Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator TREAT of Kennebec.

Cosponsored by Representative COWGER of Hallowell and

Senators: KILKELLY of Lincoln, LONGLEY of Waldo, NUTTING of Androscoggin,
PINGREE of Knox, Representatives: BULL of Freeport, RINES of Wiscasset, SHIAH of
Bowdoinham, WATSON of Farmingdale.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §18-B, sub-§11 is enacted to read:

in h £ rovidin mediation
services as required under Title 5, chapter 314, subchapter
111,

Sec. 2. SMRSA c.314,sub-c.III is enacted to read:

SUBCHAPTER IIX
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ir n ion 7

A r rm n r_omission

missi rrin fter h nstr ion £ h

order to allow the entity to assess crop deficiency:

H n il o h i f tor reem r
lem with nti r nsibl r the harm; an

h ri by lerk all n ry fe

wi n
r \"4 im low law s
r £ i w_in
state court of any claim related to a dispute for which mediation
. ted 3 thi bchapt . : 1 f 30 _d ] 3
medi i r by i r ion
w rk u n n han 12
from h h ndowner fi h licati r
mediation with the Superior Court clerk.

6. Purpose: conduct of mediation. The purpose of a

mediati i h i facili m
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408(a) for matters subsequently heard in a state court and
Federal Rules of Evidence, Rule 408 for matters subsequently
heard in 1 r

i i with w ndowner i in
dispute i n m
must sign medi x

L i ’ Wi r wner

files an application for mediation., the mediator shall file a
report wi h ior r k The medi r 1 _fil

) n i i rmin h
mediate m is n 1 T r rt m in:
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Righ A emen r her pr r nter
h n nan b n_of r
il 7 fter
h r i h n her pr r
n m r n i
£ ncernin r r inter hi n
m i i in rdance with
i n Al wner n rving in
in ndowner ' h m ncel
reem r i men r her in rovidin
notice delivered by certified mail to the easement holder's
.. . thin 7 . £
m o h r T
inter T ri ncel is n wai le. A person seeking
ir men her r x i r r he
i i r rati £ x i in
shall:
Inform 1 wner r h landowner' £ r in
w i i n £ n reemen nin
i r n ndowner' 1l under
h wner or wner' i iar
rm i rovidi n £ 11
X hi n n
the form,
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€]  ght . llation 3 hi ion 1 for I
i ] he landowner's lan
2, _Right to negotiate the anpual fee. A person granting an
easement or other property interest to another for the
i mai n rati f ral ipeli
i n £ h £f _th men r
propert r A _fee negotiated under this
subsecti w n ngd i t wner of
record,
SUMMARY

This bill does the following.

1. It establishes a mediation program for resolving
disputes concerning use of easements held by natural gas pipeline
companies.

2. It establishes that an easement or other property
interest for the construction, maintenance or operation of a
natural gas pipeline does not become effective until 7 business
days after the date of the contract granting the easement or
other property interest and permits the landowner to cancel the
easement in the 7-day period.

3. It permits landowners to negotiate an annual fee for the

use of easements held by natural gas pipeline companies. Such
fees run with the land.
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