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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 1901 

H.P.1318 House of Representatives, March 16, 1999 

An Act to Prohibit the Scalping of Entertainment Tickets. 

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and 
ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SULLIVAN of Biddeford. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: BAGLEY of Machias, DUDLEY of Portland, GERRY of 
Auburn, NORBERT of Portland, O'NEIL of Saco, SANBORN of Alton, TWOMEY of 
Biddeford, Senator: RAND of Cumberland. 
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Be it enac:ted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA c. 31 is enacted to read: 
4 

CHAPTER 31 
6 

%RI"TRICAI, JgpJIBITIOH$. SPORTING QR ATRI&TIC lwQTS. 
8 P.UBLIC SROIIS AIm PUBLIC AIlUSEMEIITS 

10 §951. Qefinitions 

12 ~ used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
indicate!i, the following terms have the following meanings. 

14 
L- Public facility. "Public facility" means any building 

16 or facility that is constructed in part or totally with funds 
frQm any sQurce apprQpriated Qr allocated by a public entity. 

18 
L- Service charge. "Service charge" means any cQst 

20 incurred related to the prQcurement and sale Qf a ticket by a 
ticket selling agency, including any charge fQr PQstage, 

22 lQng-Clist:ance telephQne calls Qr fees attributable tQ extensiQns 
Qf credit:....,. 

24 
L- Ticket. "Ticket" means evidence Qf the right tQ enter 

26 any theatrical exhibitiQn, sPQrting Qr athletic event, public 
show, public amusement or exhibition of any description at a 

28 public facility. 

30 §952 • KEtsale of tickets 

32 ~ Violation. A persQn may not resell a ticket fQr 
adrnissiQll. tQ any theatrical exhibition, sPQrting Qr athletic 

34 eyent, public shQw, public amusement Qr exhibitiQn at a public 
facility at a price greater than $2 Qver the price printed on the 

36 tace Qf the ticket. 

38 ~Ezception. A person may charge in excess Qf the arnQunt 
permitted under subsection 1 if the charge is attributable tQ a 

40 service charge. 

42 ~Penalty. A persQn whQ viQlates this sectiQn cQrnmits a 
civil violatiQn fQr which a fQrfeiture Qf nQt less than $100 or 

44 mQre than $500 may be adjudged. 

46 
SUMMARY 

48 
This bill makes it unlawful to resell a ticket to a sporting 

50 event or other public entertainment at a public facility at an 
inflated price, a practice commonly known as "ticket scalping." 
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