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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1879
S.P. 657 In Senate, March 16, 1999

An Act to Increase Access to Basic Needs for Low-income Maine
Children and Families.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

C O Brcar

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator RAND of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative TOWNSEND of Portland and

Senators: CATHCART of Penobscot, MITCHELL of Penobscot, PARADIS of Aroostook,
Representatives: BRAGDON of Bangor, DUGAY of Cherryfield, KANE of Saco,
KNEELAND of Easton, Speaker ROWE of Portland.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3769-B, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 643, Pt.
vV, §1, is amended to read:

§3769-B. Assistance in meeting basic needs

Beginning--July--1,--1998,--the--department--shail--inorease -the
maximum-ameount - of- TANF- assistance- by an--amount- equal--t6--5% -o £ -the
maximum-payments- that- were--in--effeet -on Janvary -1,-1998-and-shalil
inarease--the--standard -of-need--to--maintain-the--same-differential
between - the- maximum- -payment -and -the-standard- of- need -that-was-in
effeet--on-Janunary-1,-1008+

3+v-—-Limitation,---The -assictanece—-increase -reguired--by--this
seetion--does -net--apply - to--assistanee -unite -with--earned--ineome
disregarded-- pursuant---te--department---rule --or---section--3763,
subseetion~3,-paragraph-By-subparagraph-{7}~

results of this study to the joint standing committee of the

Legislature having Jjurisdiction over health and human services
matters,

July 1, n h r n 1 1 after th e he
department shall increase the maximum amount of TANF assistance

2. Determination of eligibility. In determining
eligibility for TANF benefits for applicants after July 1, 1998,
the department shall use the gross income pretest in effect on
January 1, 1998.
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3. Coordination with special housing allowance. The
assistance increase required by this section does not decrease
the special housing allowance payment under section 3762,
subsection 3, paragraph B, subparagraph (6) to assistance units
that have received the special housing allowance without
interruption since June 1998.

SUMMARY

This bill provides an annual increase of 5% in the maximum
amount of assistance available to low-income families with
children under the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families program
until the maximum amount of TANF assistance for a family of 3 is
at least equal to the average of the other New England states'
maximum amount of TANF assistance for a family of 3.
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