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L.D. 1879

DATE: May 14, 1999 (Filing No. S- 290 )

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 657, L.D. 1879, Bill, "An
Act to 1Increase Access to Basic Needs for Low-income Maine
Children and Families"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3769-C is enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 657, L.D. 1879

r r f_ the maxim nefi for il
LJ;MM&__&MMMMLLM@
made by the last businegs day in January of each subsequent year
following a year in which maximum assistance levels were not
increased by at least 5%, as long as the State's maximum

i lev remain low r £ New
Englan !

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

Allowing the Commissioner of Human Services to increase the
maximum levels of assistance in the TANF program if there are
unexpended funds in the Aspire or TANF accounts may result in
future requests for additional appropriations and/or allocations
to continue the increases provided through the use of unexpended
funds.

The Department of Human Services will incur some minor
additional <costs to adopt rules and to report to the
Legislature. These costs can be absorbed within the department's
existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the Dbill. It allows the
Commissioner of Human Services to increase the maximum levels of
assistance in the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, or
TANF, program if there are unexpended funds in the Addition
Support for People in Retraining and Employment, ASPIRE or TANF
accounts. The amendment also requires the Department of Human
Services to report to the Legislature in years following years in
which the maximum assistance 1levels have not increased by 5%.
That report must adds an average of TANF assistance levels across
the New England states. The amendment also includes a fiscal
note to the bill.
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