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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1866
H.P. 1307 House of Representatives, March 16, 1999

An Act to Reform the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law.

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative VOLENIK of Brooklin.

Cosponsored by Representatives: COWGER of Hallowell, DUDLEY of Portland, ETNIER of
Harpswell, SKOGLUND of St. George.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8004 is enacted to read:

§8004. Tree growth tax audits
1 Peri i ) 4 i Maine F i 11
perform i x i i ration
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of the audits regquired by this section.
Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §573, sub-§3-A, as amended by PL 1995, c. 236,

§2, is further amended to read:

3--A. Forest management and harvest plan. "Forest
management and harvest plan"” means a written document that
outlines activities to regenerate, improve and harvest a standing
crop of timber and that meets the requirements of section 574-C.
The - plan--must -inelude - the- location -of -water-bodies--and -wildlife
habitat--identified - by -the--Department--of - Inland -Ficheries--and
Wildlifer--A -plon-may-inelude,--but -is-net-dimited -to,-sehedules
and--recommendations—-for—~timber--stand--imprevement,--harvesting
pians--and--recommendations--for-regeneration--aotivities.---The-pian
must--be--prepared--by--a--lieensed--professieonal--forester--or--a
landowrer---and --be-—-reviewed---and---gertified---by--a---licensed
professional-forester-as--consistent- with -this -subsectior-and-with
seund-silvieultural-practices~

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §574-C is enacted to read:

Page 1-LR2606(1)



10

12

14

16

13

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

ir ! £ thi N
1 T i wildli itat. The plan must
1 n f w r i n wildlif habi
Fisheri wildli

Ti nd mai nance or improvement. Th lan
m T h mai n r _impr ment in
the guality of species and trees so that the value of the
imini n 1l n
line:

C. A harvest plan. The plan must demonstrate:

(1) How the owner will leave adequate stocking for a

productive 5;Qgg. allowing understocking or
clear-cutting only gherg _are no viable management
ion r th r
W, will m in or h 1i
r h he v f the futur
mini n X 1
decline: and
{3) How the owner will minimize damage of soil,
resi r nd r neration ri 1 ing,
The Commissioner of Conservation shall adopt rulgﬁ to define
ki lish when n kin
llow ish lin for

§;§gdg ds and time periods for maintaining and improving the
ml_;_tz._oj__mgs__gni_am and to determine how much

il 1 n neration is
1 ing: an
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7. Reclassification. The tax assessor shall consider all
forest harvesting that does not meet the basic gsilvicultural
wmwm_w&w
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes specific criteria for forest
management plans that are necessary to qualify for tree growth
classification under the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law. These
criteria are consistent with the purpose of the Maine Tree Growth
Tax Law of taxing all forest lands according to their
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productivity and thereby encouraging their operation on a
sustained-yield basis. This bill requires the Maine Forest
Service to conduct periodic, random audits to determine
compliance with the plans and to report the results to the State
Tax Assessor. Noncompliance will result in withdrawal of the
land from tree growth classification and associated penalties.
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