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L.D. 1837

DATE: 5-;7,74] (Filing No. H- 703)

LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?“ to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837, Bill, "An
Act to Amend the Harness Racing Laws"

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1.

Further amend the bill in section 3 in subsection 2 by
striking out all of the 2nd sentence (page 1, lines 36 to 40 in
L.D.)

Further amend the bill by striking out all of sections 4 and
5 and inserting in their place the following:

‘Sec. 4. 8 MRSA §275-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1997, c. 474,
§3 and affected by §6, is repealed and the following enacted in
its place: :

A. If the population of the region is 300,000 or more. based
on the 1990 U.S, Census., conducted racing on more than 100
days in each of the previous 2 calendar years: or
B, If the population of the region is less than 300,000,
n 1 racin n r h
i £f th i 2 x
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "’7" to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837

For th £f thi ion, "region" is rmin
ri i n £ i m nter of th i
k alon he m nl d r W ermine
D r n T r ion win ircl r nter
i -mi ludi
ici iti I unorganiz rri i n h
r n ir ir !

Further amend the bill in section 7 in that part designated
"§281." in the first paragraph in the first line (page 2, line 49
in L.D.) by striking out the following: 'department commission"
and inserting in its place the following: 'department’

Further amend the bill in section 8 in that part designated
»§283." in the first paragraph in the first line (page 3, line 23
in L.D.) by striking out the following: "department commission"
and inserting in its place the following: 'department'’

Further amend the bill by striking out all of sections 9 to
15 and inserting in their place the following:

'Sec. 9. 8 MRSA §285-A, sub-§1, §A, as reallocated by PL 1997,

c. 735, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

A "Eligibl " with racin
m h wner rainer n rivers wh re licen
i W rtici rin 1 % h
r 1 withi racin r
rtici 3 i ] 15 X :

Sec. 10. 8 MRSA §285-A, sub-§3, as reallocated by PL 1997, c.
735, §6, is amended to read:

3. Public polling to be held. Every eligible voter within
a racing segment must be afforded the opportunity to vote at a
public polling place for the exclusive bargaining agent to
represent horse owners, trainers and drivers within that racing
segment. With respect to each commercial track, the public
polling must be conducted at the commercial track er-ene--of-the
first-3-live- race--datos-a56igned -to -the -track-within-the-calendar
yvear--during--which--the--elegtion--is--conduated, The date of

i ili in in i in
must be established by the commission, The public polling with
respect to the racing segment that consists of racing at all
tracks other than commercial tracks must be conducted during May
at a place to be determined by the commission. Notice of the
right to vote at sueh the public polling and of the date, time
and place of the public polling must he included with the ballot
mailed by the commission pursuant to subsection 2.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ¢4c'to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837

Sec. 11. 8 MRSA §285-A, sub-§7, as reallocated by PL 1997, c.
735, §6, is amended to read:

7. Repeal. This section is repealed January 1, 20606 2001.

Sec. 12. 8 MRSA §285-B is enacted to read:

from a list of 5 mediators approved by the department, must be
retained. Either party may initiate a request for a mediator.

The costs of retaining the mediator must be shared by the
exclusive bargaining agent and the racetrack,

If the exclusive bargaining agent and the racetrack can ngt
le m 1ly agr n_medi r within 15 da of th
iti i £ mediati har i i

i n m withi £

r 0 n . . initi n

arbitration procedure, as described in subsection 2, to commence

no more than 30 days after the initiation of a request for a

medi i rti il 1 m 1 1

medi r £ ili h an
T i rvi f a mediator

inatj i in n x T

ri Arbitrati iation iliz i
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4/" to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837

r r th 1 ion of ral arbi r As sqon
as_possible after receipt of the request, the neutral arbitrator
m 1 in r with rule n r re

r i h rican Arbitration Association for making the
selection, The neutral arbitrator selected may not, without the
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/;%/to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837

B i i h rti inin
X i i we h xclusi inin a
fin in i 285-A ion 1 n h racin

har 1 h i i All

Arbitrati ini n T cost for services
r r i r h h
i h id i r £
im £ idi h rvi r
scheduled for hearing. A party who has not paid an invoice for
im 'y f providin rvi withi
h invoi W i i in_ th £ 4a
cause shown, liable for the amount of the invoice together with a
penalty in the amount of 25% of the amount of the invoice.

In the absence of fraud, th indin rmination of n
arbitration panel or of an arbitrator upon_all guestions of fact
is final. The court may. after consideration, affirm, reverse or
modify any such binding determination or decision based upon an
erroneous ruling or finding of law. An appeal may be taken to
the law court as any civil action,

1 Vi ion; i wi ndi n r
ision i r h followin a consti a
violation of this section for which the commission may suspend a
i r h;:
A il bmi he mediati i
i nil
B jlur r r 1 it rbitration pr
ri i ion 2; or
i r i decision of the

Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 14.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4f" to H.P. 1276, L.D, 1837

Further amend the bill in section 16 in the last line (page
8, line 4 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "January 1,
1999" and inserting in its place the following: 'June 17, 1993’

Further amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any
nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read
consecutively.

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

Amending the definition of a commercial racetrack will avoid
a loss of budgeted General Fund revenue in the amounts of $13,800
and $18,400 in fiscal years 1999-00 and 2000-01, respectively,
and avoids a similar loss of budgeted dedicated revenues
collected by the Harness Racing Commission in the amounts of
$28,050 and $37,400 in fiscal years 1999-00 and 2000-01,
respectively.

Authorizing the Harness Racing Commission to collect certain
fines may result in insignificant increases of General Fund
revenue.

The State Harness Racing Commission will incur some minor
additional costs to perform certain administrative tasks
pertaining to the establishment of a dispute resolution process.
These costs can be absorbed within the commission's existing
budgeted resources.

The establishment of a dispute resolution process, which
will be paid for by both parties in a dispute, is 1likely to
increase the dedicated revenues and expenditures of the Maine
Labor Relations Board within the Department of Labor. The
amounts will depend on the number of disputes that are handled by
the board and can not be determined at this time.'

SUMMARY

This amendment strikes all language in the original bill
that would amend the laws pertaining to the relationship between
the exclusive bargaining agent and a harness racing track and the
distribution of the handle from harness racing events. It
clarifies the definition of '"commercial track" retroactively.
The amendment changes the way an eligible voter is determined in
the process of selecting the exclusive bargaining agent. It also
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " to H.P. 1276, L.D. 1837

extends by one year the repeal of the laws pertaining to the
relationship between the exclusive bargaining agent and a harness
racing track. Finally, the amendment establishes a dispute
resolution process, which begins with voluntary mediation and
requires .a racetrack and the exclusive bargaining agent to submit
to binding arbitration if no resolution is reached using a
mediator.

The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.

Page 7-LR2450(2)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT





