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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 1826 

S.P.646 In Senate, March 11, 1999 

An Act to Adjust and Modify the School Funding Formula. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Senator RUHLIN of Penobscot. 
Cosponsored by Representative FISHER of Brewer and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec, Representatives: BELANGER of Caribou, DUNLAP of 
Old Town, LaVERDIERE of Wilton, MARTIN of Eagle Lake, STANLEY of Medway. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

4 
CONCEPT DRAFT 

6 SUMMARY 

8 This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. 

10 Thh bill proposes to replace the School Finance Act of 1985 
and the School Finance Act of 1995 with a school funding formula 

12 that will be designed using the concepts contained within the 
essential programs and services model developed by the State 

14 Board of Education's Essential Programs and Services Committee. 
To accomplish this purpose, this bill seeks to: 

16 
1. Replace the current school funding formula, found in the 

18 Maine Re'lTised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapters 606 and 606-A, with 
a new method for funding kindergarten to grade 12 public 

20 education based on the concepts contained in the essential 
programs and services model. The current method used to 

22 determinl" the resources necessary for financing education is 
based c,n the historical expenditures reported by school 

24 administrative units associated with providing public education. 
The basls for calculating education costs under the essential 

26 programs and services model would be the amount of resources 
necessary to permit each child to meet the standards established 

28 by the system of learning results; 

30 2. Incorporate the concepts and components of the essential 
programs and services model recommended by the State Board of 

32 Educatio:n • s Essential Programs and Services Committee in 
designin':J the new method for funding kindergarten to grade 12 

34 public education. The new funding method should be based on the 
recommendations made by the Essential Programs and Services 

36 Committe'e, including: 

38 

40 

42 

A. The definition of essential programs and essential 
services; 

B. The 3 
proposed for 

prototypical school and grade configurations 
elementary, middle and secondary schools; and 

44 C. A transition plan for implementing the new funding 
method based on the essential programs and services model; 

46 and 

48 3. Require the State to pay local municipalities 55' of the 
total resources necessary to finance kindergarten to grade 12 

50 public education under the new funding method based on the 
essential programs and services model. 
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