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H.P. 1266 House of Representatives, March 11, 1999

An Act to Decriminalize Certain Fish and Wildlife Statutes.

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed.
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Cosponsored by Senator KILKELLY of Lincoln and
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

420,

696,

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7053, sub-§2, A, as enacted by PL 1979, c.

§1, is amended to read:

A, Arrest, summons and prosecute all violators of the
following:

(1) Chapters 701 to 721:

(2) All rules premulgated adopted by the commissioner;
and

(3) The United States Federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, Public Law, July 3, 1918, chapter 128, as amended,
and all rules and regulations psemulgateé adopted in
pursuance thereof.

2 game warden shall, without unnecessary delay, take any
person so arrested before the District Court nearest the
place of violatlonwm;mmmmmmgﬂé_d

n

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7053, sub-§2, §C, as amended by PL 1987, c.

§3, is further amended to read:

C. Accept personal recognizances in accordance with the
following procedures:

(1) Any game warden making an arrest for any violation
of chapters 701 to 721 and--Title--38,--chapter--3-
subehapter -k - Article--I-A,-ak-a-point--more-than -50
miles--distant - from--the - nearest—-Bistriet-Court-having
jurisdietion, may accept the personal recognizance of
the prisoner in an amount not to exceed $1,000 for his
the prisoner's appearance before the nearest District
Court on a specified date and a deposit in money ox by
_g;g;_s;gﬂ;;_gg;ﬁ to the amount of that recognizance,

1 i by
i r n ncurr in n ion
w h £ i r meth £ in
i 1 r hi ragr r
n 1 i h r

(2) The warden shall report £ferthwith immediately all
those recognizances and forward all those deposits and
credit card invoices to the court to which the

recognizance is returnable; and
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(3) Recognizances and deposits shall must be handled
by the court in accordance with section 7910;

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §7901, sub-§§19 to 26 are enacted to read:

i Vi ion ) 4 7 T followi iolation
7 . . . whi cfeitur £
1 1 nd n m han m i :
A Vi ion, whi W -skiin £ 1 n
i 7 ion 1; an
B Def m noti ri in ion 703

A, Shooting at or near wildfowl decoys as described in
i 74 ion 11:
B. Allowing duck decoys to remain in waters of Merrymeeting
B ri in ion 74 ion 17 ragraph
H: and
C. Allowing a junior hunter to hunt without adult
rvision ri in i 7 ction 21.
Vi i £ 7 followin iolation £
ivil vi . r whi forfei
h 1 nd n mor han 00 m i ed:
A 1 £ i r itfi in 1 rene £ ntainer
in ion 7 ion 1-A:
B. Failure to label baitfish traps or baitfish holding
boxes as described in section 7606, subsection 2: and
F 1 1 £
n 7628,

nd n han m i :
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A, Violation of rules adopted pursuant to section 7792,
subsection 2 concerning:

1 i f w rcraft with lights:

2 Towin fw r-ski with n rver:; an

v i he w r-ski H

B, Violation of rglgs gggpggg pursuant to section 7722.
81 i r rsonal f n
devices:
€. _Operating a motorboat without a certificate number as
descri i ion 7 ion 1:

nt i in i 7 ion 6-A:

F, Operating a motorboat while underage as described in
section 7801 ion 13;

G wi m r e i in
section 7801 15:;

B n n ic w ri in
se 7 21;:

J. Faili : . bile bef : in bli
Wi ri i i 7801 ion 22;:

K. Faili iel ight-of-w whil operating an

ai bil 3 ibed i y 7801 ) " 23;

L. Operating an airmobile that exceeds the noise limit as
descri i i 7 ion 24:

M, Operating an airmobile on railroad tracks as described
in section 7801, subsection 25;

N, ratin n_airmobil rtain 1din

a ibed i ion 7801 ] . 26
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Y 7801 ] ti 28:
r ly with ition irem
while operating a personal watercraft as described in
i 1 ion H

F i h right-of-w whi ratin a
i in ion 7827 ion
H. i ri T or e ss
wi i i in i 78217 ion 7:
I. Unlawfully operating a snowmobile while underage as
i in ion 7827 ion 12;
r m r
wmobil ri in ion 7827 ion :
K rati nowmobi h i imi
i i ion 7827 i 14;
lawf ifyin nowmobil i in
ion 7827 i 15;
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M i wmobil with in fici lights

7827 1
N. Failure to use snowmobhile lights as described in section
7827 s ion 17;
Q W n il n rail k
dl n i 7827 n 18;
P rati nowmobil in m r ri in
s 7 i :
Q, Operating a snowmobile too close to certain buildings as
described in section 7827, subsection 20: and

EJ__ll&lLJLLl__P_e_m;L_tABQ__QMrat.Lon of a snowmobile as

g 1 i 21,

c ntroll highw
QQS&HMMLLM&Q&QJ_L
D. Unlawf n ATV obil rail a
sie_s_u_hgﬁ_n_s_em_&i_l_ﬁ@s_e_q&m_L
E W rati n ATV n riv r

ri in ion 7857 ion 4:

4 i in i 7 1 e n 6-

H. Failing to yield the right-of-way while operating an ATV
as_described in section 7857, subsection 7;

I. Crossing a closed bridge. culvert, overpass or underpass
i - : ton 7857 3 .

J. Carrying a passenger on an ATV without headgear as
described in section 7857, subsection 13-C;
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SUMMARY

This bill enhances enforcement of fish and game laws, marine
resources laws and motor vehicle laws by making enforcement
easier and reducing the number of contested cases. Several
crimes are redefined as civil violations to allow efficient
processing by the courts. Violators have the right to contest
the matter in court.

This bill revises the responsibilities of game wardens by
allowing them to take cash or credit card payments for bail in
any location when an arrest is made. Game wardens making arrests
in Cumberland County may take the defendant to any District Court
serving Cumberland County, rather than being 1limited to the
closest court.
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