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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1814

H.P. 1260 House of Representatives, March 11, 1999

An Act Establishing the Newborn Hearing Program.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative FULLER of Manchester.

Cosponsored by Senator TREAT of Kennebec and

Representatives: GREEN of Monmouth, KANE of Saco, McKENNEY of Cumberland,
ROWE of Portland, SHIELDS of Auburn, TOWNSEND of Portland, Senator: PARADIS of
Aroostook.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§14-C is enacted to read:

14-C, Newhorn Expenses 22 MRSA
Human Hearing Only §8823
Services Screening

Advisory
Boaxd

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §3174-U is enacted to read:

There is established within the department the Newborn
Hearing Program, referred to in this chapter as the "program." to
rovid i ni n ildr 1
the ¢ i ili regiver ain
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opportunity in order to prevent or mitigate developmental delays
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1. Definitions. As used in this chapter, wunless the
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be integrated with any national database or similar system
developed by the Federal Government.

provider h h lish hearin reenin
procedures for pewborn children and infants through up to 3 years

of age shall report to the department the newborns and infants
who fail to pass hearing screening procedures,

2. Use of information. Information collected in the

tracki i nfidenti health re_ inform
to secti 711- P n m rovi information on
ilabili i hildr wi h in

1 i in rovi in rdan with the Indivi 1
with Disabilities Education Act.

i i n rti informati in f
in compli wi hi h r are immune from civil liabili
§8825, Rulemaking

The department shall adopt rules as required to implement
this c¢h R r n hi ion are r in
technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
II-A,
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Sec. 4. 24 MRSA §2319-A is enacted to read:

Sec. 7. 24-A MRSA §4234-F is enacted to read:
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Sec. 8. Effective date. Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of this Act take
effect January 1, 2000.

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Newborn Hearing Program to provide
hearing screening, evaluation, treatment and intervention to
newborn children and to children within 3 months of the date of
their birth. The program is within the Department of Human
Services and is overseen by the Newborn Hearing Screening
Advisory Board. The bill requires insurance policies and
contracts and health maintenance organization contracts to
provide coverage for newborn children hearing screening.
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