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L.D. 1813 

(Filing No. H-'1~~) 
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10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 
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COMMITTEE 
Act to Ensure 
Fryeburg" 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

119TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 
the Continued Operation 

12 59 , L . D . 1813, Bill, " An 
of an Information Center in 

Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the 
24 enacting clause the following: 

26 'Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

28 as emergencies; and 

30 Whereas, it is essential to the State that a visitor center 
remain open without interruption in the Town of Fryeburg; and 

32 
Whereas, the efforts of the Department of Transportation and 

34 the Office of Tourism and Community Development in the Department 
of Economic and Community Development described in this Act are 

36 immediately needed to ensure the uninterrupted operation of a 
visitor center in that town; and 

38 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
40 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
42 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety; now, therefore,' 
44 

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the 
46 enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place 

the following: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT II#. to H.P. 1259, L.D. l8l3 

, Sec. 1. Visitor center in Fryeburg; resources provided. The 
Department of Transportation shall release the Maine Tourism 
Association, Inc. from all liabilities resulting from lease 
agreements governing the Fryeburg Welcome Center and shall 
provide structural building maintenance and building improvements 
needed to allow that facility or another appropriate facility in 
that town to operate as a visitor center until the Legislature 
approves a comprehensive plan for capital, maintenance and staff 
support for tourism centers statewide. Until that time, the 
Director of the Office of Tourism and Community Development in 
the Department of Economic and Community Development shall use 
existing budgeted resources to fund operating expenses of such a 
facility at a level necessary to provide the same level of 
service provided by the Fryeburg Welcome Center in calendar year 
1998. The Department of Transportation and the Office of Tourism 
and Community Development shall operate such a facility in 
Fryeburg in the same manner as they operate other state visitor 
centers, with the department providing the land, infrastructure, 
building and structural maintenance and the Office of Tourism and 
Community Development providing the operating expenses. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
24 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.' 

26 

28 

30 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

The Department of Economic and Community Development has 
32 estimated that the cost to staff this center on a seasonal basis 

is $20,000 annually. Since the department is required to provide 
34 operational services to the center without additional resources, 

it may be required to curtail operations at other visitor 
36 information centers in the State. 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

The Department of Transportation will incur 
additional costs to maintain the building used as 
Center in Fryeburg. These costs can be absorbed 
department's existing budgeted resources.' 

SUMMARY 

some minor 
the Visitor 
within the 

This amendment replaces the bill and makes the bill an 
emergency. 

The amendment requires the Department of Transportation and 
50 the Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f}: to H. P. 1259 • L. D • 1813 

Tourism and Community Development to operate a visitor 
2 information center in Fryeburg in the same manner as they operate 

other state visitor centers, with the Department of 
4 Transportation providing the land, infrastructure, building and 

structural maintenance and the Office of Tourism and Community 
6 Development providing the funding for operating expenses. The 

amendment allows an existing welcome center or another 
8 appropriate facility in Fryeburg to remain open under such 

arrangements without interruption to the visitor information 
10 services historically provided in that town by the Maine Tourism 

Association, Inc. This requirement is only in place until the 
12 Legislature approves a comprehensive plan for capital, 

maintenance and staff support for tourism centers statewide. The 
14 amendment also adds a fiscal note. 
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