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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §751, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §105,
is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§751. Proper at any election

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §753, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §§107
to 111, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §§753-A and 753-B are enacted to read:

§753-A. Procedure for requesting apn absentee ballot

m ; i i with th i h r'
signature, and shall write "telephone request" on  the
application, The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is
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requesting the ballot by making the voter confirm the voter's
r

i ir ing 1i
5. Assistance to certain gg;grg, A voter who is unable to
;gad, sign or complete an gpp ication because of physical
di i 1111 er x 1i faith m r nother
han the v ' m r n f r
r icer or n £ _th r's ion i v r
in r n nin r mpleti h 1li ion If an de
r r in i ide
h n h rtifi n h n
n h h r
753 for i i 11

R riction n_ i i 11 Th lerk m n

liver an n 1 r n w is a ndidate
r m f andi 's immedi famil The clerk m

deliver to an immegiagg family member or other 3rd person any
1 1 n lerk m not issu

morg fhan 5 abgg ntee ballots to any BrQ person designated in

wri nr n im

R b o £ 1 b o ) o A 3r rson shall

i W n 11 h
clerk's office within 2 business days of the date that ballot was
rovi h 3r n r h th 3r r was
noti clerk h llot wa ilabl r he

£ 11 n whi ver i rlier

4, Duplicate application. If the clerk receives a

upli 1i ion L t from a DQ_&QQ__J;X&_}QEML_LLQ
clerk has received a return envelope apparently gg taining a
wi n 1 h lerk n furnish
wi n i1 r th n. The clerk m
2n wi en 11 licant i ican
x in rs r in writin nd;
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§4

k

Th erk

hall k li b

MMMMMM
the clerk under subsection 8. The clerk
MMM&WLMM

"

shall submit this st
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n i i n 11 i i he municipal

lerk shall immediatel if h licant in writin £ th
e for th nial
i in pr o A r wh
wish vote a ntee 11 m with mpl n n
application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the
lerk. The meth f ing i herwi r ri in thi

rti A r th rson h h lerk shall sign th

m i n mobi r in £ municipal
office or parked on municipal property while the drivers are
isiti icipal ££i nduct municipal

in . I no rohibit rson wh i h

municipal office for the purpose of conducting municipal

i r f n in from wearin ign
n when th 1 imension f th n not
X inche

Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA §754-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436,

§112, is further amended to read:
§754-A. Method of voting

Except as provided in section 783 753-B, subsection 7 8, the
method of voting by absentee ballot is as follows.

1. Ballot delivered to voter or immediate family member.

When a voter, or an immediate family member of a voter, obtains a

ballot from the clerk in person or by mail and returns that
ballot to the <clerk in person or by mail and receives no
assistance in marking the ballot, the following procedures apply.
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A. The voter shall mark that ballot according to section
691 or 692 so that it is impossible for anyone present at
the time to see how the voter voted.

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no
- communication between the voter and any other individual as
to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

C. After the voter has completed marking the ballot, the
voter shall then seal the ballot in its return envelope and
complete the affidavit on the envelope. No notary or
witness certification is required.

D. The voter, or an immediate family member of the voter,
shall then cemplete-the-address--on--the -epveleope-and mail it

or deliver it in person the sealed envelope containing the
voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality of which the

voter is a resident. The voter shall send a completed voter

registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary,

in a separate envelope.

have the immediate family member who returned the ballot
sign th 1i ion or written r s nd _indica hat

the ballot was returned by that person,

2. Ballot delivered by 3rd person or returned by 3rd
person. When a ballot is delivered to the voter by a person

other than the clerk, or an immedi family member
or is returned to the clerk by a person other than the voter., the
clerk or an immediate family member of the voter, and the voter

receives no assistance in marking his the ballot, the following
procedures apply.

A. The voter must mark his the ballot in the presence of
the following witness or witnesses: One notary public,
clerk of a municipality, clerk of courts or 2 other
individuals. The voter, before marking his the ballot, must
show it to the witness or witnesses who must examine it to
be certain it is unmarked.

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no
communication between the voter and any other individual as

to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

C. The voter must mark his the ballot according to section
691 or 692 so that it is impossible for anyone present at
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the time to see how he the voter voted. The voter must then
seal the ballot in its return envelope and complete the
affidavit on the envelope in the presence of the witness or
witnesses, who shall sign the witness certification.

D. The voter must then complete the address on the envelope
and mail or deliver it personally or by agert the 3rd person

i i i to the clerk of the
municipality of which he the voter is a resident, He The
voter must send a completed voter registration or absentee

ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.

3. Assistance in reading or marking ballot. A voter who is
unable to read or mark his the ballot because of his the voter's
physical disability, illiteracy, or religious faith must vote
according to the procedures in this subsection instead of the
procedures in subsection 1 or 2.

A. A voter who needs assistance may request another person,
other than the voter's employer or agent of that employer or
officer or agent of the voter's union, to assist the voter
in reading or marking the ballot.

B. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the
presence of one of the following witnesses: Notary public,
clerk of a municipality, «c¢lerk of «courts or another
individual.

C. The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must
show it to the witness who must examine it to be certain it
is unmarked.

D. While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there
may be no communication between the voter and any
individual, other than the aide who must mark the ballot as
the voter indicates, as to the person or question for which
the voter is to vote.

E. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to
section 691 or 692 so that it is impossible for anyone else
present to see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in
its return envelope. The voter, or the aide at the voter's
request, shall complete and sign the affidavit in the
presence of the witness, who shall sign the witness
certification. The aide must complete and sign the
certification for aides on the outside of the envelope.

F. The voter or the aide must then complete the address on
the envelope and mail or deliver it personally or by agent

the 3rd person who was designated in the application to the
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357,

357,

clerk of the municipality of which the voter is a resident.

The voter must send a completed voter registration or
absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate
envelope.

- Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA §756, sub-§2, §A, as amended by PL 1985, c.

§§13 and 19, is further amended to read:

A. If the signatures do not appear to have been made by the
same person, but this discrepancy is apparently the result
of the voter's having properly obtained assistance under
either section 7563 753-A, subsection-4-5, or section 754-3,
subsection 3, or both, then the clerk shall note the
discrepancy on the return envelope, but shall also write
"OK" and his the clerk's initials on the return envelope.

Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA §759, sub-§3, §A, as amended by PL 1985, c.
§§17 and 19, is further amended to read:

A, The signatures do not appear to have been made by the
same person and the discrepancy is not the result of the
voter's having obtained assistance under section 7863 753-A,
subsection-4-5 or section 754-A, subsection 3, 1in cases
where an application is required;

Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA §759, sub-§8, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436,
§114, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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Sec. 8. 21-A MRSA §791, sub-§1, B, as amended by PL 1985, c.
357, §§18 and 19, is further amended to read:

B. A municipal clerk who, when a person has voted by
absentee ballot in the clerk's presence under section 753
753-B, subsection 7 8, signs his the clerk's name to an
affidavit on the absentee ballot return envelope when the
affidavit is not properly completed; or

SUMMARY

This bill allows any voter to vote by absentee ballot at any
election, and removes the current provision stating reasons for
permitting a person to vote by absentee ballot. This bill also
clarifies the procedures for requesting and issuing an absentee
ballot. The bill further refines the procedure for a candidate
or a candidate's representative to inspect absentee ballot
applications and envelopes on election day before the ballots are
processed.
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