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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1794
S.P. 629 In Senate, March 9, 1999

An Act to Encourage the Implementation of Pollution Prevention in Maine.

Submitted by the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to Joint Rule 204.
Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed.

SOBrcon

JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator AMERO of Cumberland.
Cosponsored by Representative MARTIN of Eagle Lake and
Senator BENNETT of Oxford, Representatives: COWGER of Hallowell, DAIGLE of

Arundel, McKEE of Wayne.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §2301, sub-§§3-A and 10-A are enacted to read:

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §2302, first §, as amended by PL 1991, c. 520,

§10, is further amended to read:

It is the policy of the State to reduce the amount of the
toxic substances used in the public and private facilities in the
State, to reduce worker and environmental exposure to the release
of toxic substances, to reduce the hazardous waste generated
within the State and to minimize the transfer of toxic pollutants
from one environmental medium to another. The State encourages
an integrated approach to toxics use reduction, toxics release
reduction and hazardous waste reduction based on the hierarchies

of pollution prevention management strategies included in this
section.

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §2303, sub-§§1-A, 2-A and 3-A are enacted to

read:
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R r m mitte h rtm r 2 r
f ribin h rogr ma in m in

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §2303, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1991, c. 520,

§12, is further amended to read:

5. Progress evaluation. Progress toward meeting the toxics
use, toxics release and hazardous waste reduction goals may be
evaluated annually by the commissioner based on manifest data,
progress reports submitted under Title 37-B, sections 797 and
799, annual hazardous waste generator reports and other
appropriate available information. To dJetermine achievement of
reduction goals, the commissioner may adjust the baseline figure
to account for changes in the statutory or regulatory definitions

of toxic substances and hazardous wastes. T rogr
m i 1 rtment in el roni nd r r
form innin n or for nuary 1, 2001,

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §2303, sub-§8 is enacted to read:

8, Repor issi Failur i by i

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §2307, sub-§8 is enacted to read:

T Th rtmen hall form an
on-site technical agsistance evaluation and prepare a summary
r r n facili failin mak r ion rogr
following the 2002 report required by section 23Q3, subsections
1- - -2 rtm hall «r i lan r

missi for any facili failing to make r ion progres
following the 2004 report required by section 2303, subsections

1-A, 2-A an -A.
Sec.7. 38 MRSA §2309, sub-§§7 and 8, are enacted to read:

7. Performance recognition program. The commissioner shall
establish a Dbiennjal performance recognition _program for

iliti ievin mi ion % % in

faciliti T . The _Commissioner of
Administrative and Financial Services in consultation with the
commissioner shall lead the development o¢of an enviroanmental
m f in n mplian r ion i

and pollution prevention for state facilities by 2005,
Sec. 8. 38 MRSA §2311, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 520,

§23, is amended to read:
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4., Fee limitation. A eempany facility subject to fees
under this section may not be assessed more than $1,000 per year.

Sec. 9. Chemical lists. The Department of Environmental
Protection shall review existing toxic chemical lists and report
back to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over natural resources matters its recommended
action regarding chemical 1lists, reporting thresholds and
existing toxicity information on or before January 1, 2001.

SUMMARY

This bill extends Maine's toxics use reduction laws by
establishing a goal-setting program for toxics release, toxic use
and hazardous waste reductions. The bill further refines the
toxics use, toxics release and hazardous waste reduction program
with a recognition program for high performers and establishes
the Department of Environmental Protection assistance to
nonperformers and plan-summary submission requirements for
nonperformers. Penalties for failure to submit reporting
documents are established. The bill further incorporates
pollution prevention into state policy and requires the
Commissioner of Environmental Protection to lead the development
of an environmental management system for state facilities.
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