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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION·1999 

Legislative Document No. 1780 

S.P.615 In Senate, March 9, 1999 

An Act to Provide Financial Incentives for the Initiation of Early 
Childhood Programs and Services in Public Schools. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Senator MITCHELL of Penobscot. 
Cosponsored by Representative PLOWMAN of Hampden and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: BERUBE of Androscoggin, DAVIS of Piscataquis, KONTOS of Cumberland, 
Representatives: BRAGDON of Bangor, BROOKS of Winterport. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §15612, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 
4 859, Pt. K, §§6 and 7, is repealed and the following enacted in 

its placE~: 
6 

~ Early childhood programs adjustment. School 
8 administrative units that offer full-day kindergarten, preschool 

classes and other in-school early childhood programs and services 
10 that did not offer those programs and services in school year 

1998-99 must receive an adjustment as provided in this 
12 subsecti()n. The amount of the adjustment is equal to 112 of the 

elementqry foundation per pupil operating rate in the year of 
14 allocaticUL.. multiplied by the average annual student count of 

kindergarten students in the school administrative unit for the 
16 calendar year prior to the year of allocation. The adjustment is 

availablE! for 2 consecutive fiscal years only and school 
18 administl~ative units may report the costs of operating full-day 

kindergal~ten, preschool classes and other in-school early 
20 childhood programs and seryic~s for subsidy al1ocations under 

this chapter. A school administrative unit may deposit 
22 adjustment funds received under this subsection in a capital 

reserve iaccount for up to 2 years to be used for the purpose of 
24 construcHng new school facilities or enlarging existing school 

facilities for use for ful1-day kindergarten, preschool classes 
26 or other early childhood programs and services. The commissioner 

may adopt rules necessary to implement this subsection, including 
28 but not limited to establishing the definition of the types of 

preschool classes and early childhood programs and services 
30 covered by the adjustment. Rules adopted under this subsection 

are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
32 subchapt.1u:... II-A. Each school administrative unit that receives 

an adjustment under this subsection shall submit to the 
34 commissipner..ruL.... operational plan to establish full-day 

kindergarten and preschool classes for all children who are 4 
36 years of age and chi..l.dren who are 5 years of age by the 2001-02 

school year and to maintain those full-day kindergarten and 
38 preschool classes thereaf.t&.L.. 

40 
SUMMARY 

42 
This bill provides an adjustment under the school funding 

44 formula as an incentive for public schools that do not currently 
offer such programs and services to provide full-day 

46 kindergarten, preschool classes and certain other in-school early 
childhood. programs and services. 
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