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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1740

H.P. 1211 House of Representatives, March 9, 1999

An Act to Amend the Habitual Truancy Law.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered
printed.

W

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative MAILHOT of Lewiston.

Cosponsored by Senator HARRIMAN of Cumberland,

Senator DOUGLASS of Androscoggin and

Representatives: BERRY of Livermore, BOUFFARD of Lewiston, COLWELL of Gardiner,
DAVIDSON of Brunswick, FRECHETTE of Biddeford, HATCH of Skowhegan, JACOBS of
Turner, TESSIER of Fairfield.

Printed on recycled paper



10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44
46
48
50

52

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §5051, sub-§2, §A-1, as enacted by PL 1989,
c. 415, §19, is amended to read:

" A-1, As part of the informal measures set out in paragraph
A, the superintendent may ask the student's parents to
attend a series of meetings with their child's teacher or
other school personnel designated by the superintendent.
The purpose of the meetings is to describe the education
program to the parents and explain the value of their child
attending an_educational program, including., but not limited
to, school, adult education, a high school egquivalency
The superintendent shall arrange meeting times convenient to
the parents.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §5051, sub-§2, F, as amended by PL 1995, c.
124, §1, is further amended to read:

F. When a student is determined habitually truant and in

violation of section 5001-A and the superintendent has made
a _good faith attempt to meet the requirements of paragraph
A-1l, the seheel--board guperiptendent may notify the local
law enforcement dJdepartment of the decision. After this

notification, a local law enforcement officer who sees a
that truant may offer--te transport the truant to the
appropriate school if--the--truant--and after the officer
attempts to obtain the consent of the truant's parent or

guardian previde-verbal-eensent and if the truant:

(1) 1Is off school grounds during school hours; and

(2) Is not under the supervision of school personnel,

SUMMARY

This bill amends the law regarding truancy by:

1. Permitting the superintendent of the school district to
meet with the parents or guardian of a truant student and explain
the benefits of attending alternative education programs as well
as school;

2. Allowing the superintendent, instead of the school
board, to notify the local law enforcement department that a
student has been declared habitually truant, thus enabling a
police officer to transport the student, after attempting to
obtain the permission of the student's parents or guardian, to
school if the officer sees the student off school grounds during
school hours.
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