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Legislative Document No. 1685

H.P. 1174 House of Representatives, March 4, 1999

An Act Governing Privileged Communications between Victims of
Crimes and Governmental Victim Witness Advocates.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative POVICH of Ellsworth.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 16 MRSA §53-C is enacted to read:

A "Crime" m rimina ££ in whi re i
victim, as defined in this section.

B "Vj gtjm'l mgans.
A r i wh im mmi :

(2)__The immed camily of ictim of ime if:

Th ivi rime is one of domestic
violence or sexual assault or one in which the
family suffered serious physical trauma or serjious
£ ial ] . or

(b) Due to death, age or physical or mental
disease, disorder or defect, the victim is unable
rtici llowe n hi 'l by

C. "Victim witness advocate" or "yictim witness
coordinator" means n m f r r £
i i T At l or th ni )

2, Privileged communications. Communications are
i m_discl w
A, A victim may refuse to disclose and may deny permission
to a victim witness advocate or coordinator to disclose
X . .y N » ween th
icti he t r rdin r and wri nr rd
n mem n r ncernin h im
r n ion m
r x v im ' r r r'
m m n r i wri
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imin i r h
agency or person confidential communications between the
icti e v r rdin T
- 3. Exceptions. Privileged communications may be disclosed
n wi 5
A, iscl re m m h i
A rn neral h Uni A rn T heir
assistants:
B iscl re is r i nder Titl r 71
n iscl is in r wi h h :

SUMMARY

This bill provides that information communicated to victim
witness advocates and coordinators remains confidential within
the office of the prosecutor. Such communications are currently
not explicitly confidential pursuant to law, and some trial
judges have ordered that such communications be made available to
defendants. This bill makes disclosure of exculpatory evidence
to criminal defendants mandatory.
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