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Legislative Document No. 1668
S.P. 588 In Senate, March 4, 1999

An Act to Create the Drive ME Wheels-to-work Program.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by President LAWRENCE of York.
Cosponsored by Representative QUINT of Portland and
Senators: CATHCART of Penobscot, PARADIS of Aroostook, PINGREE of Knox,
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§49-C is enacted to read:

49-C.  Drive ME Not 22 MRSA
Human Wheels-to-  Authorized  §3837
Services Work Advisory

Board

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA ¢. 1055-B is enacted to read:

1., Community action agency. '"Community action agency' has

meani fin in ion 2 ion 2

2 "Fund" m the Drive ME Wheels-to-work
Revolving Loan Fund established under section 3835.

" " _mean h rive M ls-to-work
Pr i ion i 1

4. TANF. "TANF" has the same meaning as defined in section
3762, subsection 1, paragraph E.

Title 29-A, section 101, subsection 91,
§3832, Drive ME Wheels-to-work Program

1i Eff i i, 2 riv
ME Wheels-to-work Program is established to help people who
r i W i m i f-suffici b
idi h 1 hr h mmuni ion i

hi h issioner ly 1, 2 hall /o) rul

2 £ 1 1 of f A

agency. The commissioner may contract with a community action
ini n i r n
control of a portion of the fund for a specified period of time.
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ni i m r follow h of
wi mechanism r n vi roval

(1) The co ni ction nc m i
coordinator who is responsible for the program in that
region.

agency must appeint a Drive ME Wheels-to-work review
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£ r r m r n
n T w m
n £ W o low-incom
m W. w i £ n
m Member f ri ~-to-work review
- r r i
i m

information  considered = necessary to determine

(6) The community action agency must provide the

igsi wi 1 ilji 1
fund activity in the form and containing the
information r ir h r etw h n

n h mmissi r

7 h mmuni i n must W h
QQ___§§1ongr or an agent of the commissioner to perform
an audit of the loan fund and the administration of the

r h im a i m rovi in_th

ween n h i r

T ni ion m he maximum

ngt or _arrange ﬁg the ;,;;—k;ggi

e
th
b‘
-

1i

(a]
-
bt
e
fad
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E, A person may not use a loan from the fund to pgggh se

hi nl h vehicle displ a 1i ion
MMMMMMMM
n rch vehi rom aler wh ffer

warrantee on that vehicle. The commissioner shall by rule
establish the minimum standards for a warrantee.

n m loan from t n
i i 1 he r ir
mai n e i facili rtifi th
issioner facili with rai mechani
n r ia repair and maintenance equipment. The
commissioner shall establish by rule the certification
for iliti n h r i i e
r which loan m e 1i

mmuni ion n mu e reimbu £ it
i a i with implementi h r
r h ish 1 £ n n
issued by a community action agency to cover the agency's
Iministrati :
i Wh -to-work R i
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must be paid directly i fund without need for
appropriation by the State:

D. Interest earned from the investment of fund balances:

E. Private gifts, bequests and donations made to the State
for any of the purposes for which the fund has been

established:

F, The proceeds of notes or bonds issued by a bank for the
n from r 1

£ for an £ which the fun e
established.

P N Th n m for wi
A, To _provide a person who receives assistance from the
IANF program a loan at below-market rates for the purchase
of a used_ vehicle, in accordance with the loan criteria

ish nder ioa 3833:;
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F r low-mark r for
n £ hi i with
r lish r ion :
fun alan r n
in in n n :_an
D f th rtmen £ wi
h h n r £

fun h n r h h 1 r 2% f th

Th ioner 11 devel rul h rm
loan m r for e n r n
of the fund,.
§3836. Reports
1. Regi Each mmuni i n rticipating in
h hall fi r r ir issi .
issi r Th mmissioner 1 nual b
D r r r joi ndin mm f the
L n r i n r h n i m n
] bal . 1 it €1 Dri ME
-to-work r lving loan fund h f 1 andin
by n r ies.
7 Dri -to-wor i
1 i n T Drive ME__Wheels-to-work Advisory
Boar i j i " " ish
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Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 49-C, congists of 13

members. The commissioner shall appoint the members as follows:
A n i from i in ry:
"B Two repre i from hicl rvi nd r ir
industry:
L £ n :
wh i m F
r i n lect th n i
£ i £ ial in mi a wi
X i i f in n i :

n rgan ion 1 1
assistance to people with low incomes who has significant
] led . bli i st X

W i ir
nw is know 1 X : an
n_w r i in AN
programe.
A mem rves 2 ntji

inti m r from th am X £ listed in
subgection 1 as the member who vacated the board.
3. Purpose. The board shall make recommendations to the
commissioner concerning all aspects of the program, including,
imi impr men her h
may assist people with low incomes to obtain and maintain
£ reli i
‘ 4 i ficer h hall ann 1 n
£ i m i X - r rm rd
may select other officers and designate their duties,
De Meetings. The board shall meet at least once each
r h. m m her tim a h 11 o h
chair or the chair's designee or the call of the commissioner or

Page 7-LR1446(1)



10

12

14

SUMMARY

This bill establishes the Drive ME Wheels-to-work Program
and requires the Commissioner of Human Services to adopt rules to
implement the program, which will provide loans for the purchase
of used vehicles and for the purchase of repair and maintenance
services to people who receive assistance through the federal
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. The loans will
be provided through community action agencies at below-market
rates. The bill also creates a revolving loan fund to finance
the program.
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