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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §682, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1973, c. 569,

§2, is further amended to read:

1. Unorganized and deorganized areas. "Unorganized and
deorganized areas! shall--inelude 1includes all areas--leeated
within--the ~-jurisdiction - of--the--State--of - Maine,--except--areas
leceated---within---organized---cities --and -- towns,---and---Indian
reservations WM&E&M

h h iv mmi n r 1l un ion -A
i im m i W, W, h
h i i 1 i mmission
1 i -A ion 4 men heir own
Jand use controls and all other areas of the State that are not
i m i i X ian ions.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §682, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1979, c. 631,

§1, is further amended to read:

4. Structure. I’Structure! shalkl--mearn means anything
constructed or erected with a fixed location on or in the ground,
or attached to something having a fixed location on or in the
ground, including, but not limited to, buildings, mobile homes,
retaining walls, €£ences, billboards, signs, piers and floats. It
shall does not include a wharf, fish weir or trap that may be
licensed under Title 38, chapter 9.

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §683, as amended by PL 1997, c. 683, Pt. B,
§6 and affected by §7, is further amended to read:

§683. Creation of Maine Land Use Requlation Commission
The Maine Land Use Regulation Commission, as established by

Title 5, section 12004-D, subsection 1 to carry out the purposes
stated in section 681, 1is created within the Department of

Conservation, and in this chapter called the "commission." The
commission is charged with implementing this chapter in all of
the wunorganized and deorganized areas of the State. The

commission consists of 7 public members, none of whom may be
state employees, who must be appointed by the Governor, subject
to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over conservation matters and to confirmation
by the Legislature, for staggered 4-year terms. Of-the-potential
appeintees--to--the--commission,--the--Governor--shall--actively -seek
and--give--censideration--te--personc--who--are--knewledgeable--in
commerce--and —-industry) - -ficheries - and-~wildlifes--forestrys--and
eenservationr--In--addition -the- Governor--shall-actively--ceek -and
give-gonsideration- to- persons- reciding--in-or -near-the-unorganised
areas-of-the-State--and Lo persons-residing -er-unorganised-coastal
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islandsvr---Ak--leaskt--4--members--must--be--residents—-within--the
commission's---jurisdietiony A county commissioner, county
employee, municipal official or municipal employee is not
considered to hold an incompatible office for purposes of
simultaneous service on the commission. If a county or
municipality is a participant in an adjudicatory proceeding
before the commission, a commissioner, official or employee from
that county or municipality may not participate in that
proceeding.

r idin 1 i n withi h mmission

Of-the-dinitial--appointees,-2--shall -be -appointed-for-one-year
Eerm6y -4 - shall--be - -appointed - for--2-year - terms--and--3 - shadd--be
appeinted---£0r - - 3—year---termev---Thereafter, ---appointees---shail
Appointees must be appointed to serve staggered 4-year terms. Ome
o £ --the - members - shall--be--eleeted--annuwally - by --the--members--as
chairmany

Any member who has not been renominated by the Governor
within-00--deys-0f prior to the expiration of his that member's
term shall may not continue to serve on the commission, unless
the Governmor notifies the Legislature in writing and-within-90
days--0£ prior to the expiration of that member's term ef--his
€inding that extension of that member's term is required to
ensure fair consideration of specific major applications pending
before the commission. That member's term shall-eand ends upon
final commission decisions on the specific applications

identified in the Governor's communication. Any  member

r mi h nor rior i i £ h
mber' hall ntin x n th mmissi ntil th

nomination is acted upon by the Legislature. A vacancy during an

unexpired term shall-be is filled as provided in this section,
but only for the unexpired portion of the term.

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §684, as amended by PL 1985, c. 737, Pt. A,
§22, is further amended to read:

§684. Commission officers, meetings and rules; hearings

Page 2-LR0O807(1)
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The commission shall elect annually, from its own
membership, a seeretary chair and such other officers it deems
considers necessary. Meetings shkall-bBe are held at the call of
the ehairman chair or at the call of more than 1/2 of the
membership. These-publie- -meetings -shall-be--held-at-least--once-a
monthy The commission, acting in accordance with the procedures
set forth in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II, may adopt
whatever rules it deems considers necessary for the conduct of
its business. The seeretary commission shall keep minutes of all
proceedings ef--the--cemmissien, which minutes--shall--be are a
public record available and on file in the office of the
commission. Members of the commission,--ezcept-state--employees,
shall-be are compensated as provided in Title 5, chapter 379. A
quorum of the commission for the transaction of business shaill-be
igs 4 members., No action may be taken by the commission unless
upon approval by a vote of 4 members.

Whenever the commission is required or empowered to conduct
a hearing pursuant to any provision of law, suehR the hearing may
be held and conducted by the commission or by any member of the
commission or by any qualified employee or representative of the
commission as the commission ehairmar chair may determine. If the
hearing is conducted by a single commissioner or qualified
employee or representative, sueh the commissioner, employee or
representative shall report his the findings of fact and
conclusions to the commission together with a transcript of the
hearing and all exhibits., Suweh The findings of fact and
conclusions shai} become a part of the record. The commission
shall is not be bound by sueh the findings or conclusions when
acting upon sueh the record, but shall take sueh action, issue
sueh orders and make sueh decisions as if it had held and
conducted the hearing itself.

issi h multi lic hearin
n i i h wi
45.-- i r nsider h in for inigtrati
purposes.

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §685,2nd §, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 508, is

émended to read:

The commission shall estabiish--and maintain at--least--2
regional field offices,--one--in--Greenville -and —-one--in-~Ashland,
designed principally to provide assistance to the public on
permit applications and to carry out such other functions of the
commission as appropriate. These field offices shall must be
established in locations chosen to provide the maximum benefit to
the pubiie residents of the unorganized and deorganized areas
while minimizing costs. Historic levels of permitting activity,
the convenience of access and the availability and cost of office

Page 3-LR0807(1)
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facilities shall must be considered in choosing the field office

locations. Each office shall must be open on a park-time
full-time basis at--least-2--days-a--menth-or--as Lo the extent
needed to accommodate public demand £er--the-services -of--sueh

field---offices--warrant and as resources allow. Whenever
practicable, the commission shall make use of existing personnel
to staff these field offices.

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1977, c. 694,

§222, is further amended to read:

1. Classification and districting of lands. The
commission, acting on principles of sound land use planning and
development, shall determine the boundaries of areas within the
unorganized and deorganized pertiens areas of the State that fall
into land use districts and designate each area in one of the
following major district classifications: Preteetien protection,
management and development. The commission, acting in accordance
with the procedures set forth in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
I1, shall emaet adopt regulations for determining the boundaries
of each major type of district in accordance with the following
standards~2:

A. Protection districts: Areas where development would
jeopardize significant natural, recreational and historic
resources, including, but not limited to, £flood plains,
precipitous slopes, wildlife habitat and other areas
critical to the ecology of the region or States:

B. Management districts: Areas whieh that are appropriate
for commercial forest product or agricultural uses or for
the extraction of nonmetallic minerals and for which plans
for additional development are not presently formulated nor
additional development anticipated~; and

D. Development districts: Areas discernible as having
patterns of intensive residential, recreational, commercial
or industrial wuse, or commercial removal of metallic
minerals eor--other--natural -resourees, and areas appropriate
for designation as development districts when measured
against the purpose, intent and provisions of this chapter.

In addition to delineating the major district classifications
listed, the commission may delineate such subclassifications as
may be deemed necessary and desirable to carry out the intent of
this chapter.

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1991, c. 308,

is repealed.

Page 4-LR0807(1)



Sec. 8. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§7, as amended by

PL 1991, c. 653

2 and 1997, c. 526, §14, is repealed.
4 Sec. 9. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§7-A is enacted to read:
6
8
10
12
14
16
18
20
22 section 8052, subsections 5, 5-A and 7: section 8053-A:
section 8056, subsections 1, 3 and ¢: ion -A;
24 i 7 i 23 ion -7z i :
2; i Th
26 requirements of Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II are
further modified by the following provisious,
28
Public n £ T n n
30 use district standards, district boundaries or land use
im h wh i
32 the proposal may be inspected prior to the hearing.
34 i f h i
istri ri mai
36 1 i h wn irectl
r in ir
38 n n wn he r Main
1 i 1\ .
40 If h r £ wner £ ir ffe an
i i mor n n m i
42 i formi r iremen
w n f ri r Ti "
44 r 37 h r IV
46 (3) At any time prior to the date of adoption of
proposed land_ _ use district standards, land use
48 i r m mmigsi
r n_ th ic h ing r r n xten im

Page 5-LR0807(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

£ i n h
designate.
4 T i m r n
lan istri n
ri 1 m within 12 fter th
date of final closure of the public hearing.
n i i n i m
m £t i fter option nt b
mmissi n h n i r
i h x h
county. Notice of adoption or amendment of land use
istri n i m m i
publication one time in a newspaper of general
rm n 1 h
commission are effective immediately, but must be
Legisl r £ r ifi i If h
ure fai h in in
full force and effect.

Sec. 10. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§8, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1995, c¢. 462, Pt. A, §30, is repealed.

Sec. 11. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§§8-A and 8-B are enacted to read:

-A ri i for ion r n £ 1
istri ari A 1 i i u n b
a d or n unl here is su ntial evidenc hat :
A Th r lan istri i nsistent with the
bl n X a
.. f thi hapter: 3
X 1 i w £
n nj r r w_distri
i i i mor i n
man n f xistin n r X within the
££ r
Di ri r r r ion
accommodate specific development proposals do not become
effective until th ission or the D rtment of ironm
Pr i iz ' n indin h h
wi n h n by m xistin r
resources.
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Sec. 12. 12 MRSA §685-A, sub-§9, as amended by PL 1973, c.
569, §10, is further amended to read:

9. Periodic review of district boundaries and land use
standards. At the end of each 5 years following initial adoption
of permanent land use standards and districts, the commission
shall make a comprehensive review of the classification and
delineation of districts of the land wuse standards. The
assistance of appropriate state agencies shall must be secured in
making this review and public hearings shall must be held in
accordance with the requirements set forth in subsection 7 7-A.

Sec. 13. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1991, c. 46,

§1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

hi
A r r r r m
h wh r 1 r X
1 rm r n norm
mai nan o r ir wi rm e
isgion;

of any development without a permit igssued by the commission.
Sec. 14. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§§1-A and 1-B are enacted to read:

A A rmit is n uir or the r ir and maintenan

istin lver 1 men lvert is:

Page 7-LRO807(1)
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r iri lacin r _mai inin istin r

11 nsur h rosion ntrol
WM.L&lemgntatlon of the water and
that ; e_crossing does not block fish passage in the water

s
N
t=a
o

QJHQQ ;hggg subject to review w1th1n thg uﬂg_gg__4m1,§~d

r r T followi r itl
(1) The water pollution control laws, sections 411 to
424;
T n ral r ur r i w i

(3) The si 1 ion lopment law sections
481 490;

4 rform n for cav n ion
490~ 490-M;

(5)__Performance standards for guarries, sections 490-W

_EE:
T il di by r ntion law ion 41 t

2560:

7 roun il law ion 1t
57!!0
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Sec. 15. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§3, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1987, c. 653, §4, is repealed.

Sec. 16. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

- ri o rin r in

r 1 ] r n rm nd conditi h
the requirements and intent of this chapter, the
comprehensive land use plan and the commission's standards,

r den he application

A rson riev ision ission or
i £f£ ncernin n rmi 1i i upon which n
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Sec. 17. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§4, §A, as amended by PL 1989, c.
430, §2, is further amended to read:

A. Adequate technical and financial provision has been made
for complying with the requirements of the statels State's
air and water pollution control and other environmental
laws, and those standards and regulations adopted with
respect thereto, including without 1limitation the minimum
lot size laws, sections 4807 to 4807-G, the Site-Leeatien-of
Development-Law site location of development laws, Title 38,
sections 481 to 488 490, the-Miaimum-leot--Sise -Law,-seatiens
4807-+t0--4807-G, and the natural resource protection laws,
Title 38, echapter--3,--subchapter-—-F,r--artiele--5-A, sections

480-A to 480-Z, and adequate provision has been made for
solid waste and_ _sewage disposal, for controlling of

offensive odors and for the securing and maintenance of
sufficient healthful water supplies; and

Sec. 18. 12 MRSA §685-B, sub-§4, D, as enacted by PL 1971, c.
457, §5, is amended to read:

D. Uses-of-topoegraphy,-s50ile-and--subsoils -meet-standards-of
the - current--50did--suitability -guide - for--land--use--planning-in
Mainey- oy -which -are-adaptable--to--the- propesed--use -pursuant
&0 6aid -guide -and The proposal will not cause unreasonable
soil erosion or reduction in the capacity of the land to
absorb and hold water,-aad and suitable soils are available
for w i l system if W i b i

Qn_si tg'

Sec. 19. 12 MRSA §685-D, as repealed and replaced by PL 1985,
c. 459, Pt. A, §1, is amended to read:

'§685-D. Funding

Beginning-with--fiseal-year-1985-86,-funding Funding for the
services and activities of the commission shall-come comes from
the General Fund and is not be allocated to the unorganized
territory under Title 36, chapter 115. It-is--alseo--the -intent-eof
the-Legislature-that no oharges may -be -made -to-plantations,-towns
or-gities-for-£fiscal-years-1083-84-0r-1984-85+

Sec. 20. 38 MRSA §480-E, first §, as affected by PL 1989, c.
890, Pt. A, §40 and amended by Pt. B, §73, is further amended to
read:

The department shall process all permits under this article,

except as provided in subsection 9, in accordance with chapter 2,

subchapter I, and the following requirements.

Page 10-LR0807(1)
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Sec. 21. 38 MRSA §480-E, sub-§9 is enacted to read:

Mai lation issgi r
h rmi i a r with th rovision Ti 12
Sections 681 to 689 and rules and standards adopted under those
sections.
cmi . . wi
i h issi a
does not meet these criteria must be processed by the department,
. .. Ctifi n
r mm i n
h r r ni i ion r _th roj ntingen
n nt appr 1 h rtment. rtifi ion

or rezoning approval is considered a required comment pursuant to
section 344-B, subsection 3, paragraph B, subparagraph (2) for
purposes of processing periods.

Sec. 22. 38 MRSA §480-V, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
721, Pt. F, §4 and affected by Pt. H, §1, is amended to read:

1. Exemptions. This article does not apply to:

A, Significant wildlife habitat mnot within another
protected natural resource, unless that significant wildlife
habitat is identified on a map adopted by the boards-and,

Br-~These- poriiens- of- fragile mountain -areas,-deer-wintering
areasy--seabird--nesting --islonds - -and--great--ponds,--riversy
streams - and-brooks- within- -the -Jurisdiction -of -the -Maine-Land
Use--Regulation - Commission -uader--Fitle--12--chapter--206-A~
The - -commi-s&ion,—-in-consultation- with - the- -department,-shall
periodically--review--land--use---standards---adopted --by--the
csommission- for--these -resources -to-easure--that--the -standards
afford--a-level-eof--protection-consistent--with -the--goals -of
this-artiele,--the -geals-ef- Title--12,-chapter-206—A--and -the
gommission'ls-comprehensive-land-use-plany

Sec. 23. 38 MRSA §488, sub-§9, as amended by PL 1997, c. 502,

§9, is further amended to read:

9. Development within Jjurisdiction of Maine Land Use

Regulation Commission. A develepment structure, from 3 acres up
to and including 7 acres, or a subdivision located entirely

within an area subject to the jurisdiction of the Maine Land Use

Page 11-LR0O807(1)
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Regulation Commission, ether--than -a-metallic--mineral-mining-er
advaneed --exploration-askivity -o¥--an-eil-terminal--faeility, and
regulated pursuant to Title 12, sections 685 to 689, is exempt
from the requirements of this article. For those developments
within--the--commission's-jurisdietion, the Director of the Maine
Land Use Regulation Commission may request and obtain technical
assistance and recommendations from the department. The
commissioner shall respond to the requests in a timely manner.
The recommendations of the department must be considered by the
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission in acting upon a development
application,

Sec. 24. 38 MRSA §490-B, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1995, c. 700, §22, is repealed.

Sec. 25. 38 MRSA §490-D, sub-§15 is enacted to read:

i o row 1 il or sil ithin
Jurisdiction of Maine Land Use Regulation Commission. Within the
jurisdicti h Mai Lan R lati ission
excavations for borrow, clay, topsoil or silt, whether alone or
in i i m n lishe r expan r
in size unless the commission certifies that the development is
i n i i i r th h igsion h e
£ T n n
val rtmen T n r
i i r i o
- u ragraph B ragraph (2 for
r in r .

Sec. 26. 38 MRSA §490-X, 2nd ¥, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 700,
§35, is repealed.

Sec. 27. 38 MRSA §490-Z, sub-§15 is enacted to read:

Page 12-LR0807(1)
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Sec. 28. 38 MRSA §631, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 458,

§18, is amended to read:

2. Policy and purpose. The Legislature declares that
hydropower justifies singular treatment. The Legislature further
declares that it is the policy of the State to support and
encourage the development of hydropower projects by simplifying
and clarifying requirements for permits, while assuring
reasonable protection of natural resources and the public
interest in use of waters of the State. It is the purpose of this
subarticle to require a single application and permit for the
construction of all hydropower projects and for the
reconstruction or structural alteration of certain projects,
including water storage projects. The permit application process
shall must be administered by the Department of Environmental
Protection,--exeept--that,--£for--hydropower--projects--within--the
jurisdietion--of - the--Maine - Land--Use--Regulation - Commiseion,--the
commission~ shall- -administesr -the ~permit--application -process-~under
Ehis-subartiele.

Sec. 29. 38 MRSA §632, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 458,

§18, is amended to read:

1. Board. "Board'" means the Board of Environmental
Protection,--except--thaty--for-any--hydropower--prejeet~within--the
jurisdietien--of---the --Maine --Land--Use---Regulation--Commicssiony,
“board!--means-the-Maine-band-Use-Regulation-Commission.

Sec. 30. 38 MRSA §632, sub-§1-A, as affected by PL 1989, c.
890, Pt. A, §40 and enacted by Pt. B, §180, is amended to read:

. 1-A. Commissioner. "Commissioner"” means the Commissioner
of Environmental Protection,--exeept--that,-for--any--hydrepewer
prejeet-within-the--jurisdiction -of -the-Maine- l-and Use-Regulation
Commissiony-commHesioner - -means - the- Divector-o£ - the- Maine -Land
Use-Regulatieon-Commission.

Sec. 31. 38 MRSA §632, sub-§2, as affected by PL 1989, c. 890,
Pt. A, §40 and amended by Pt. B, §181, is further amended to read:

2, Department. "Department” means the Department of
Environmental Protection,-eseept-that,--for -any -hydropower -projeat

Page 13-LR0807(1)
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within--the- - Jurisdiotion --0f --the--Maine--L-and -Use--Regulatien
CommisEsiony--"department' --means --the - Maine - Land--Use--Regulation
GCommissien.

Sec. 32. 38 MRSA §634, sub-§3, as affected by PL 1989, c. 890,
Pt. A, §40 and amended by Pt. B, §183, is further amended to read:

3. Application review. Within 10 working days of receiving
a completed application, the commissioner shall notify the
applicant of the official date on which the application was
accepted.

The commissioner shall circulate the application among the
Department of Environmental Protection, Department of
Conservation, Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
Department of Marine Resources, Department of Transportation,
Maine Historic Preservation Commission, State Planning Office,
Public Utilities Commission and the municipal officials of the
municipality in which the project is located. The State Planning
Office and the Public Utilities Commission shall submit written
comments on section 636, subsection 7, paragraph F. Fexr The
QPP L QAL LOI AWUS 2450 DRE - QLG = . = add il C
i igsi projects within &he its jurisdiction ef
the--Maine--Land--Use--Regulatien--Commicsion,--the--direator--may
request--and--obtain -teehnioal -assistanece--and -recommendations -frem
the-staff--of--the -department. The-Commissioner—-of-Environmental
Proteetion-shall-respond- to--the requests -in-a-timely-mannes+ The
recommendations of the Ceommissierer--of--Eavironmental -Proteetion
ion Commission must be considered by the
eemmissieon commissioner in acting upon a-prejeet an application

for a project within the commission's jurisdigtion.
Sec. 33. 38 MRSA §635-A, 2nd ¥, as amended by PL 1985, c. 362,

§1, is repealed.

and

Sec. 34. 38 MRSA §1310-N, first §J, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1993, c. 680, Pt. A, §37, is amended to read:

Ne A person may not locate, establish, construct, expand the
disposal capacity of or operate any solid waste facility unless
approved by the department under the provisions of this chapter.
When- the- proposed--fFacility -is-leoeated-within-the -jurisdietion-of
the --Maine - Land--Use--Regulation - Commission,-~-in--addition -to-—any
ether--reguivement,--the - department- shall -require--compliance-with
eristing-standards-of-the-commissions

Sec. 35. 38 MRSA §1310-N, sub-§2-G is enacted to read:
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Sec. 36. 38 MRSA §1310-S, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1987, c.
557, §3, is amended to read:

5. Unincorporated townships and plantations. For the
purposes of this section, county commissioners shall act as
municipal officers for unincorporated townships, and assessors of
plantations shall act as mun1c1pa1 offlcers for plantatlons. A

Sec. 37. PL 1993, c. 383, §42, sub-§3 is amended to read:

3. A permit issued by the department Department of
Environmental Protection for a development--within--unerganised
territoryr--other - than--a-permit--for-metallie -mineral-AHndng -or
advanced-expleration--ackivity,- may -be-medified- by--the--Maine -Lard
Use--Regulation--Commissionr,---Modification--of--a--permit--for--a
metallie-mineral-mining--or-advanced exploration-ackivity-requires
approval--by --the--department--and -the--Maine--I-and -tse- Regulatien
Commission sgggggg;g that is from 3 acres up to and including

i n r i within an
biect to tlI surisdicti f the Mai Land U ulation
Commission, and any conditions of that permit, ggn;i nues in
£ m n h rtm il th mi
expires or is modified by the Maine Land Use Regulation
Commission. Any modifications are only allowed when the total
r f modificati d n cau r re X
7 : in 1 T Maine Lan Regulati mmission m
£ it i ifi
A mit i i L R lation mmissi by
structure in excess of 7 acres, a development that occupies a
n r w r in £f 2 r lopmen ha
r _mor r i k by
nti in m nfor h ine L
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Sec. 38. Transitional language; natural resources protection laws.
A permit issued by the Department of Environmental Protection
prior to the effective date of this Act for an activity altering
or adjacent to a protected natural resource within the
jurisdiction of the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and any
conditions of that permit continue in effect and may be enforced
by the department until the permit expires or is modified by the
Maine Land Use Regqulation Commission. The Maine Land Use
Regulation Commission may enforce a permit it has modified.

Sec. 39. Transitional language; extractions and quarries. An owner
or operator of a quarry or excavation for borrow, clay, topsoil
or silt, whether alone or in combination, that is subject to the
jurisdiction of the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission prior to
the effective date of this Act, and that has been approved
pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, sections 685 to
689, may continue to operate in compliance with the terms and
conditions of the permit. Any modification of the permit must be
in conformance with Title 12, sections 685 to 689. The Maine
Land Use Regulation Commission may enforce the terms of the
permit.

An owner or operator with a permit under Title 12, sections
685 to 689 may file a notice of intent to comply pursuant to
Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, article 7, Performance
Standards for Excavations for Borrow, Clay, Topsoil or Silt, or
article 8-A, Performance Standards for Quarries, with the
Department of Environmental Protection,. The approval issued
under Title 12, sections 685 to 689 lapses as of the date -a
complete notice of intent is filed with the Department of
Environmental Protection. If the permittee chooses to substitute
a notification, the Department of Environmental Protection may
incorporate any terms or conditions that applied to the permit
issued pursuant to Title 12 into the notification approved
pursuant to Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, article 7 or 8-A.

Sec. 40. Transitional language; hydropower permit laws. A permit
issued by the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission under the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 633 prior to the
effective date of this Act continues in effect and may be
enforced by the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission until the
permit expires or is modified by the Department of Environmental
Protection. The department may enforce a permit it has modified.
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SUMMARY

This bill eliminates redundancy in the permitting process
between the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and the
Department of Environmental Protection. It alters the
relationship between the 2 agencies to more closely parallel the
relationship between municipalities and the Department of
Environmental Protection and brings the functions of the Maine
Land Use Regulation Commission more closely in line with those of
a municipal planning board,

Under provisions of this bill, large development activities
that require sophisticated technical expertise to review will be
regulated Dby the Department of Environmental Protection
regardless of their location in the State. Within the
unorganized and deorganized areas of the State, routine
permitting decisions and all zoning considerations will be made
by the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission. All activities
governed by the natural resources protection laws, including the
alteration of wetlands, will be regulated exclusively by the
Maine Land Use Regulation Commission within the unorganized and
deorganized areas of the State.

The bill also modifies the membership requirements to serve
on the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission. Rather than
requiring that 4 members be residents of the commission's
jurisdiction, the bill would require that all 7 members reside
in, work in or have special knowledge of the needs and issues
affecting the unorganized and deorganized areas cof the State.

The bill amends the process by which rezoning requests may
be approved by the commission. The bill expands the requirements
to maintain regional field offices for the benefit of residents
of the unorganized and deorganized areas.

The bill also makes many minor revisions to the statutes of
the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission to delete or update
obsolete language or unnecessary provisions and to clarify the
commission's process for rulemaking and public hearings.
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