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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1637
S.P.570 In Senate, March 3, 1999

An Act Regarding the Boundaries of State and State Aid Highways.

Submitted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to Joint Rule 204.
Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator O’GARA of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative JABAR of Waterville and
Representatives: FISHER of Brewer, SAVAGE of Union.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §653, as amended by PL 1971, c. 593, §22, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:!

§653. Highway boundari

1. Authority. The department may gs;ghliﬁl; the boundary
lines, limits or locations of any or all state highways and state

aid highways and cause durable monuments to be erected at the
n hereof

go__ap_cuo_us_.p_a_ge__;_n_t*szﬁg towns and in the vicinity of the
highw n hall lish cription of th r of
M&MAAL_LMMMD&, if any, in
that county.
In h n f r by lan o 1 fficient
r lish th ndar in limi r ion of e
hi i ighw he wi £ highw r
i ighw i xten nd incil h rea
lying outside the shoulder s and _ditch lines and within any
lan rk r_hi ric £ fen £ r
rows, stone walls, corner Aﬁgg_gﬁvfpr other imilar m n
indi in h ry 1i
In the f r r lan r 1 r n lan rks or
hi ri r viden 1 ion of th i £
i -of -w width highw r i
highw i em xten nd incl h Is__an
i n a n h ighw n h r
£ fi wher h p:4
An X riev he r 1i n £ ndary lin
limj i lish highw m f£i
complaint for the assessment of damages to the Superior Court in
the county where the reestablished highway is located within 60
from £ilin m with the regi n
her n h by hall h i
jury., as long as the r lish boundar lin limi or
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1 i r not h e riginall lish Th

department shall pay from its funds all expenses incurred and the
amount of final judgment and costs., except that the amount of the
final judgment and costs if damages are awarded must be paid by
the plaintiff if the plaintiff fails to recover any damages.

Sec. 2. 23 MRSA §2060, as amended by PL 1975, c. 711, §4, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

2, Effect and exceptions. Upon _discontinuance, all
interests of the county or municipality pass to the abutting
r wner h r of the w in rdan wit
ecti 2 When D rtmen £ _Tr r ion i n

wner h inter in he w

r r wner i artment' wnership in rdance
with wi j -of-w lin i for the new

ighw ion n lan ren

i r of di in .

3. Exclusion. This section does not apply in cases where
h n r municgipali wn he f inter in the r
be discontinued.
SUMMARY

This bill accomplishes the following:

1. It provides a method for determining the boundaries of
state or state aid highways in cases where there is no recorded
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layout of the bhighway or in cases where the boundary is
uncertain; and

2. It provides a method for transferring to abutting
property owners any interest that may pass to the Department of
Transportation upon the discontinuance by a town or county, of a
way that has been reconstructed by the department.

The purpose of this bill is to reduce the time, costs and
paperwork required for these activities.
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