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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 1581 

H.P.1122 House of Representatives, March 2, 1999 

An Act to Revise the Laws Regarding Shellfish. 

Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative COWGER of Hallowell. 
Cosponsored by Senator KILKELL Y of Lincoln and 
Representatives: COLWELL of Gardiner, GREEN of Monmouth, O'NEAL of Limestone, 
STANLEY of Medway, Senator: NUTTING of Androscoggin. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6671, sub§3-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
4 589, §l and affected by §2, is further amended to read: 

6 3-A. Shellfish conservation license; qualifications, fees, 
procedures. A shellfish conservation ordinance may fix the 

8 qualifications for a licenseT--iRe~~QiR~--m~Rieipa~--~e6iQeReYT 

subject to the following provisions. 
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A. A person is not required to hold a shellfish license 
issued by the commissioner under section 6601 in order to 
obtain a municipal commercial license. A municipality may 
issue licenses under this section regardless of whether or 
not the area has been closed by the commissioner. A person 
taking shellfish from a closed area for depuration under a 
depuration certificate issued by the commissioner is not 
required to hold a municipal shellfish license. 

B. A shellfish conservation ordinance may fix license fees 
as-l1e~~ews. 

flt--lf-~~~~~~~~-~ee-ef-~~~-~-~~-a 
~esiQeR~-~4eeR6e7-~~~~~~-~-~&~~iG&&~-lieeR&e-may 
Re~-eHeeeQ-~wiee-~Re-~esiQeR~-l1eeT 

fat - -l f--t~ -O£-d4nanoe- -se-t.,s.. -a - fee - *- -IOOi."'-8- -t-ban- -$-a.G-G- - fa I' 
a-~~~-~iG&R&&r-~he-~~-ie~-a-~~~-~ieeR6e 

maY-Re~-eHeeeg-l-l~a-~imes-~he-l'esigeR~-feeT 

C. Application methods and procedures for licenses may be 
determined by the shellfish conservation ordinance subject 
to the provisions of this section. Notice of the number and 
the procedure for application shal~ IDl!Q.t be published in a 
trade or industry publication or in a newspaper or 
combination of newspapers with general circulation whieh 
.thilt the municipal officers consider effective in reaching 
persons affected not less than 10 days prior to the period 
of issuance and sRall myat be posted in the municipal 
offices until the period concludes. ~he-~~~~~-issaaRee 

fel'-~~~-a£4--R&R~&&ia&Rs-~4~-6ha~~-~--t~-sameT 

S~9se~aeR~--t~-~~-pe~4eQ7-~-maRi&ipalisy-~ka~~-~-aRY 

l'esiQeR~--&~-~~~-~~-~--~~a£~~-gQ~4R~--~Re 
pe~ieQ-avai~a9~e-~e-l'esigeR~S-el'-ReRl'esiQeR~ST 

D. i:Heep~--a&-~t::he-FW-i&e---PC-(»,.Li-ded---i~-~M~--6ee~4eR7--a A 
shellfish conservation ordinance shall ~ not discriminate 
between resident license holders and nonresident license 
holders. 
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gT---~-mQ~~~~pa~~~y--sha**-~~~-aBS--F&&&~¥&-~-miaimYm 

aYmBeF-~--e&mm&~&ia*-~~~~e5--~r-BeB*e64seR~6-~~-Bha±± 

Be-~-&~~-Be~--~-~haa-~~~~-~he-~-~~-eemffieFeia* 

±ieeBBeS--~~~~-~~---F&siQ&a~sr---WReB--~~-~~--e' 
Fesiseat-~emme£~~a~-~~~-~-~ewe~-thaB-~~~~F&-thaa 

iT-~~--~-eB~-aeaFesiseat-~~~~-~-~~~--Be 

pFeviseST--~-~he-~-~~-*e64seRt-~~~~-*ieeBBeS 

is-~-~--~r-a&a~esiQea~-eemffieFe4a*-~~~~~~~-~~-Be 

Fe,!bliFeST 

~T---Whea--~-~-~~-~~~~~~~-~~-e~~e*eQ--4Bte--a 
Fe~ieBa*---she±*'ish---maBa~emeBt---a~FeemeBt---PblFSblaBt---te 

BblBBeetiea--~7--~k~-~~-~~~-~r--&~--eemffieFeia* 

*ieeBses-~~-BeaFesieeBts-~~-By-~-mblBieipa±ities 
mblst-~-a-~--B&~-~e56--~-~Q~~-the-~~-teta* 
BYmBeF-~-eemffie*e4a~--~iGeases-~~-~~-~~~~---WRea 

the-eeme4Bee-~~a~-~-~-~~~~~~~-*ie&as&s-is 
'eweF-~~-~~--&~~-~~-thaB-~r-a~--~&~-~-a9aFesideBt 

e9mffi9Feia*--*i&ea&e-~-~-~~~---WheB--~he--e9mBiBed 

t9ta*-~~-~--~~-&emme~eia*-*4eeB6e6-~~~-&~-'eweFT 
B9BFesieeat-e9mffieFeia±-*ieeBses-aFe-B9t-F9'!bliFeST 

24 Sec. 2. 12 MRS A §6671, sub-§7, as amended by PL 1995, c. 531, 
§3, is further amended to read: 

26 
7. Joint proqrams; reciprocal privileges. Municipalities 

28 may enter into regional shellfish management agreements with 
other municipalities and adopt regional shellfish management 

30 programs. The agreements, and the programs and ordinances adopted 
under them, are subject to the same requirements as municipal 

32 programs and ordinances. ResideBt-~~¥~~~e6-~--&a&-mblaieipa*ity 

ia-~~~~-she±±'ish-~-~~-may-~~-t9 

34 the--~~ident~--e~---&~r--~~~~~~~~--iR--~~--a~FeemeBtT 

Notwithstanding subsection 2, a regional shellfish management 
36 committee comprised of at least one resident from each 

municipality named in the regional agreement may be established 
38 to administer a regional program. 

40 
SUMMARY 

42 
This bill prohibits municipal shellfish ordinances from 

44 establishing shellfish licenses based on residency. 
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