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An Act to Establish the Environmental Leadership Program.

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 38 MRSA c. 32 is enacted to read:

T h ilj h n
n h il for i £ b
} lication d hat:
i harm h n h _or
environment:
W £ ttern £ iol
n h 1
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B Th r r of the facility maintain he facili

Th X f the facili maintain he facili an
n n mpli i h
facility's compliance with environmental laws, correct
noncompliance within a reasonable period of time and report
any audit findings required by law:
D, Th r r of the faci mai n he facili
pollution prevention program with specific goals and
i i ignificantl r £
1 £ r n
W_or :

m_of I i i T
! 3 ! 1 itl . tal 1 1
. . N n
”m!ﬂ.m' - _p_e_mm! . “‘Ml . 3 e_conservation goals and
F, The operator of the facility implements and maintains at
h ili n mor nvironmental 1 rshi ion
Envir ntal 1 rshi ion in r n
limited to:
n n maintenan £ rogr h
rovi hnical i nce or mentorin n r
ifi by ization n hnol
transfers:
2 i rti ion in n T r in
i ntal im rogr :
1i ion n 13 istri ion nnual
n r n h
4 romoti nsorshi n rtici n in
n nvir 1 r T :
D lopmen nd mai nan fm n rogr
n r n rewar mpl for m 1 or
i he r iremen nvir ntal law r
rmi nd for ilizin lun r i h
lin n ip r ion;
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D n £
h ir en im lopm
manufacture, distribution or marketing of the facility
r rvi f the facility:
7 E ion n r ion £ nvir ntal
men m rengthen
T 1 lici b 1 1 m
fni . an
A isi n n mainten f national r
international ir 1 ifi
1 i ironmental
hi ions if th ion n X r 1
im n i

ler W T £ rmi n
mi h rson x ration of the facility:
D, Increased self-monitori f-r rtin
self-certification or 3rd-party certification to demonstrate
compliance with laws, rul licen n rmits:
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let . £) licati ! ] . :
the commissioner shall if h lJicant in writin n
incorporate the application into a written agreement. If
the commissioner determines the application does not meet
the program requirements, the commissioner shall, prior to
i h i i notif h ican i
lican ortuni r
ner's f

r shal min i ion of
i r ili n
n iolation is n r in rdance
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R 1t in riminal nvicti r mplian
—of - r
iolation which riminal 1 13

2 £ a n £ wviolati ha
m men m h ili re n

(3) _Result in a criminal conviction or a compliance

nsen r ed 03 r men

on a violation to which a ¢riminal penalty applies.

6. Rules. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are major

1 h h T
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h ri 1 r
X r nd from tim i h r
of State:
B Principal 1 int ! ived fr £l ! £
m nd;
lizati rants an war m h r
in : he F r
any of the purposes for which the fund has been established.
n m i ir 1 i he fund with
ropriation H
D r r h m £ 2
if nati h
h r for which h fun h n
established:

£ r _an h £ wh h n
established,
Th i r m r
following purposes;

A rovi rson wh wn facili loans a
W— k r for lution r ntion xi
reduction, resource use reduction, resource recovery, energy
igj r lopm f inn i ir ntal

technologies:
i r incom 2
T f th by n £ff i with
istr he fun in i
£
lan in fi 1 nd 4% of
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes the voluntary Environmental Leadership
Program under which a person may receive incentives for improving
environmental quality if a facility owned by the person meets
certain criteria. The incentives include financial, procedural,
license and recognition incentives. The bill requires the Board
of Environmental Protection to implement the program and adopt
rules by July 1, 2000.

The bill also establishes the Environmental Leadership Fund
under which a person who owns a facility may receive a loan at
below-market rates for pollution prevention, toxic use reduction,
resource use reduction, resource recovery, energy efficiency or
development of innovative environmental technologies. The fund
may receive dollars from any public or private source. The fund
is a revolving loan fund.
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