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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1557
S.P. 523 In Senate, February 25, 1999

An Act to Expand a Judge’s Powers for Contemptuous Failure to Pay.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6408 is enacted to read:
4 i £ 1i for fail r r
If a license is suspended pursuant to Title 14, section
3142, the suspension remains in effect unt{l'the_pgxsgg_pazﬁ.&hg

fine, On payment of the fine and on condition of payment of a
2 i £ m ler r

has the same meaning as in Title 14, section 3141, subsection 1,
Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7077, sub-§1-C is enacted to read:

fee to the department, the clerk of the c¢ourt in which the
which i £ th rei
1 r £ th ion m '
record. r_th f_thi ion, "fine" h h
meani in Title 14, section 3141, subsection 1,

Sec. 3. 14 MRSA §3141, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1991, c. 806,

§4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1 Appli 11i Th r ablish i
chapter:
A A 11 m ry fin rchar men
however designated, imposed by a court:
(1) I a civil wviolation or traffic infraction
r ing; or
r £ n for rimi (o) H
Cs Must be utilized, %to the maximum extent possible, to
i rom 11 £ 1 i har
ments;
D in iti nd n i i herwi
hori law
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Sec. 4. 14 MRSA §3142, as amended by PL 1987, c. 708, §13, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

not in n registration rmi al
or similar document evidencing the granting of authority to
n in th ines f bankin ur nt Titl 9-B.
Licenses and registration subject to suspension include, but
are not limited to:
1 icen i a h ommissioner of Marine
rges 1 in Ti 12 4
2 Li i h mmissioner Inland
Fisheries _and Wildlife, as provided in Title 12,
section 7077, subsection 1-C:
W rcraf nowmobi n ~terrain icl
istrati rovi in Titl 1 ion 7077
subsection 1-C; and .
4 M r hicl licen r rmi he righ o)
operate a motor vehicle in this State and the right to

b

apply for or obtain a license or permit, as provided in

i

2

-A

ion 2
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2. _Pur £ n Th r hall rovi n
i n r m mpl
wi rt’ x r n x .

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §2605, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt.
A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

§2605. Suspension on nonappearance or nonpayment of fine

1. Suspension by clerk. If a person fails to appear in
court on the date and time specified in response to a Uniform
Summons and Complaint, a summons, a condition of bail or order of
court for any criminal violation of Title 23, section 1980; a
civil wviolation under Title 28-A, section 2052; or any criminal
provision of this Title, or for any further appearance ordered by
the court, including one for the payment of a fine, either in
person or by counsel, or fails to pay a fine imposed fer-a in a
civil or criminal eraffie-effemnse violation proceeding, the clerk
shall suspend the person's license or permit, the right to
operate a motor vehicle in this State and, the rlght to apply for

or obtain a license or permit and motor vehicle registrations.

If a person who is not an individual fails to appear or pay a
fine in a givil or criminal traffie-effemse yiolation proceeding,
the clerk shall suspend the registration of the motor vehicle
involved in the offense or that person's right to operate that
vehicle in the State.

2. Notification by Secretary of State. On receipt of a
copy of an order of any such suspension in a civil or plain type
criminal ¢raffie--offense -o¥r--in--a-eivil--vielation-under--Tikle
28-A,-seotion-2063 viglation proceeding, the Secretary of State
shall immediately notify that person of the suspension by regular
mail or personal service.

3. Effect of suspensiom. A court-ordered suspension has
the same force and effect as a suspension by the Secretary of
State. The suspension remains in effect wuntil the person
appears, either in person or by counsel, or pays the fine.

4. Rescission of suspemsion. On appearances or payment of
the fine, whichever was the basis for the suspension, and on the
condition of payment of a $25 reinstatement fee to the Secretary
of State, the clerk of the court in which the suspension was
ordered shall rescind the suspension and notify the Secretary of
State who, wupon receipt of the $25 reinstatement fee, shall
delete any record of the suspension from that person's driving
record.
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i The rm "fine" in i i h h

same meaning as in Title 14, section 3141, subsection 1.
SUMMARY

This bill expands the remedies a court has when finding a
person in civil contempt for failure to pay a fine, surcharge or
assessment for the violation of any civil or criminal statute.
In addition to a reasonable fine and term of imprisonment, the
court may suspend any license or registration issued by the
State, including hunting and fishing licenses and drivers'
licenses.
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