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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 21·A MRSA c. 5, sub·c. II is amended by repealing the 
4 subchapter headnote and enacting in its place the following: 

6 SQBCIIAP'lER II 
BY BOROUALIFIEQ PARrIES 

8 

10 Sec. 2. 21·A MRSA §351, first" as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, 
§6, is amended to read: 

12 
The nomination of a candidateT other than by a partYT for 

14 any federal, state or county office must be made by pet:it:ieR 
nonqualified parties, as provided in this subchapter. 

16 
Sec. 3. 21·A MRSA §353, as amended by PL 1995, c. 459, §25, 

18 is further amended to read: 

20 §353. Qualification of candidate for nomination by 
nonqualified party 

22 
A person who seeks nomination by peth,ieR a nonqualified 

24 ~ qualifies by filing a nomination petition and consent as 
provided in sections 354 and 355 or by paying a fee as provided 

26 by sectiqn 358. If enrolled, the person must also withdraw 
enrollment in a party prior to MaFea September 1st to be eligible 

28 to file a petition as a candidate in that election year, as 
provided in section 145. The registrar, or clerk at the request 

30 or upon the absence of the registrar, in the candidate's 
municipality of residence must certify to that fact on the 

32 petition. 

34 Sec. 4. 21·A MRSA §354, sub·§ I, 1[B, as enac ted by PL 1985, c. 

36 

38 

40 

42 

161, §6, is amended to read: 

B. The names of presidential electors must be placed on the 
petition as a slate. The names of the candidates for 
President and Vice President must be p;J,aeea--e.n--a--pe-ti-tieR 
feF--the-~~~~~-~~~&~~~-e;J,eeteFs certified to the 
Secretary of State by September 1st. 

Sec. 5. 21·A MRSA §354, sub·§7, 1[B, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
44 459, §26, is further amended to read: 

46 

48 

50 

B. Petitions must be delivered to the registrar, or clerk 
at the request or upon the absence of the registrar, for 
certification by 5 p.m. on May August 25th in the election 
year in which the petitions are to be used. 
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Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA §354, sub-§8-A, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
2 459, §28, is further amended to read: 

4 8-A. Filed with the Secretary of State. A nomination 
petition must be filed in the office of the Secretary of State by 

6 5 p.m. on J~8e September 1st in the election year in which it is 
to be used. 

8 
Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA §358 is enacted to read: 

10 
§358. Petitions or filing fees 

12 
A slate of presidential electors must either file a petition 

14 under section 354 or pay a filing fee to the Secretary of State 
for those electors' names to be placed on the ballot. 

16 
1. Petitions. A slate of presidential electors that does 

18 not pay a filing fee to the Secretary of State pursuant to 
subsection 2 must file a petition with the Secretary of State. 

20 
2. Filing fees. A slate of presidential electors that does 

22 not file a petition with the Secretary of State pursuant to 
subsection 1 must pay a $2« 500 filing fee to the Secretary of 

24 State. The filing fee must be paid no later than December 1st in 
the year next prior to the year of the presidential preference 

26 primary, 

28 Sec. 8. 21-A MRSA §375, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is 
amended to read: 

30 
§375. Honqualified party presidential and vice-presidential 

32 candidates 

34 ~y----~ida~---~---~~~---~----wi~d~awa~* 
dis~a~i~iea~iea.--lf-~-~idat~-~~--~~~~--wh~-ha6--eee8 

36 8emi8a~ea-by-~it-~-~R4&r-see~ie8-~~~-~~-~r-pa~a~~apa 
8 T - Eli e67 - wi -t.h.a.£-8W-6- -&1- -beoofIlEH:;- 4i-squa-l-i-t--ied-r -4;he- -BGmi-aatri-e-a -& i- - t:ae 

38 p~esiaeR~ia~T---yiee-p~esiaeR~ia~---aRa---p~esiae8~ia~---e~ee~e~a~ 

ea8aiaa~es-is-~e~miRa~eaT 

40 
2. Candidate for President or Vice President; death; 

42 withdrawal; disqualification. If a candidate for President or 
Vice President who has been nominated ey-pe~4.-t.ie8 under See~i&R 

44 ~94T--6~~~€~4.e~-~~--pa~~-8T subchapter II by a nongualified 
~ dies, withdraws or becomes disqualified, the vacancy may be 

46 filled by a new Yiee-p~esiae8~ial candidate, if the following 
conditions are met: 

48 

Page 2-LR1499(1) 



2 

4 

A. Written resignation is filed with the Secretary of State 
by the previous vi:ee-ppesi:EleREi:al candidate, if the mental 
and physical condition of the candidate allows; 

B. Written consent is filed with the Secretary of State by 
6 the new vi:ee-pFesi:EleREial candidate; gng 

8 bT---~i-t-t.-en----a€-€-ept.-aB€-e---9f---t.-he----new---vi:ee-pl'esi:EleREial 

eaREliElaEe--is--~i~-~i-t~--t.-he--~~~~-~--~a~-e--ey--Ehe 
10 pl'esi:ElesEial-easEliElaEet-aREl 

12 D. Written acceptance of the Rew---v-kle--p!'&siaeREi:al 
candidate is filed with the Secretary of State by eaeh .e 

14 majority of the presidential electors. 

16 3. Candidate for presidential elector; death; withdrawal; 
disqualification. If a presidential electorT who has been 

18 nominated 9y-pe~i~ieR under seeEi:eR-~~7-~~~-kr-papa~paph 
iJT subchapter II dies, withdraws or becomes disqualified, the 

20 vacancy may be filled by a new presidential elector, if the 
following conditions are met: 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

A. Written resignation is filed with the Secretary of State 
by the previous presidential elector, if the mental and 
physical condition of the elector allows; 

B. Written consent is filed with the Secretary of State by 
the new presidential elector; and 

C. Written acceptance of 
filed with the Secretary 
candidate. 

the new presidential elector is 
of State by the presidential 

34 This subsection does not apply to a vacancy as described in 
section 804. 

36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill expands access to the ballot by presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates of nonqualified parties. Under this 

42 bill, these candidates are given the choice of filing by 
petition, as authorized by current law, or by paying a filing fee 

44 to the Secretary of State. The bill also provides for later 
petition filing dates. 

46 
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