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L.D. 1475

DATE: May 7, 1999 (Filing No. S-235 )

TAXATION

Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 490, L,D. 1475, Bill, "An
Act to Clarify the Tree Growth Tax Law"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

‘Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §574-C is enacted to read:

74— Tr T di
1 riodi ) o m i T nsur h ntabili
f WNers w 1 £f1 roll nder th rovision
of th D r ion o)
Forestr hal rm iodi random i f fore
man men nd harv lan T r comply with bs ion
574-B and of landowners' compliance with these plans.
i Th i i i ion 1
must examine;
A men 1 h ir line
in i h r;
B. forman f the landowner's man men iviti
h lan he n by £ n nforman nd whether s
non rm e i riall wi h 1 f thi
subchapter;
Har 1i if licable; an
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/7" to S.P. 490, L.D. 1475

i i m f r
B g For r m from i n ion
1 wner r havin inabl r m m
i ifi ion or ifi i in ndentl
ifi itor ifier A ndown m r h
exemption in writing from the Director of the Bureau of Forestry

and provide a copy of the certification of verification and
sufficient jinformation for the Bureau of Forestry to determine
whether ;hg :grgg; management and _harvest plan and the

landown rman m £ i T

Burggg gf ggstrv shall issue a itten decision that ; g ludes
th t1 n £ th i xemption or the r n r 1

4 The D itm f n ion h £
Forestry shall make biennial reports to the State Tax Assessor,
the State Board of Licensure for Professional Foresters, the
joint standing committee of thg Legislature having 1urlsd1ct;g_

over i m r n h in andin h
Legisl in juri i ion ver ri ion
nd for ry m r The r r m riz n wner

MMMLMEWW
this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter II-A. For the purposes of Title 5.

i 1 i h i with j i i i r
the subject matter of the rules proposed under this subsection is
h Soint ! 1ing committee of the Legislature having

jurisdiction ion m

Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1999-00 2000-01
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/!" to S.P. 490, L.D. 1475

CONSERVATION, DEPARTMENT OF

Division of Forest Policy and Management

Positions - Legislative Count (2.000) (2.000)
Personal Services $50,174 $69,498
All Other 47,903 16,873

Appropriates funds for one
additional Forester I
position, one additional
Clerk Stenographer II1
position, the upgrade of one
Planning and Research
Associate I position to a
Senior Planner position and
operating costs necessary to
implement a random audit
program.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
TOTAL $98,077 $86,371"

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:
'FISCAL NOTE
1999-00 2000-01
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
General Fund $98,077 $86,371
This bill includes General Fund appropriations of $98,077
and $86,371 in fiscal years 1999-00 and 2000-01, respectively,
for the Division of Forest Policy and Management program within
the Department of Conservation to provide funding for one
additional Forester I position, one additional Clerk Stenographer
III position, the upgrade of a Planning and Research Associate I

position to a Senior Planner position and operational costs
necessary to implement a random audit program.'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill, The amendment requires
the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Forestry to conduct
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "//" to S.P. 490, L.D. 1475

random audits of forest management and harvest plans prepared to
comply with the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law. Landowners may be
exempted from the audits if they have a sustainable forest
management audit certification or verification conduction by an
independently certified auditor or verifier, The amendment
requires the Bureau of Forestry to make biennial reports
regarding the results of the audits to the State Tax Assessor,
the Board of Licensure for Professional Foresters and the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
forestry matters and the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters. The
amendment also adds a fiscal note and appropriation to the bill.
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