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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1435

H.P. 1024 House of Representatives, February 23, 1999

An Act to Promote Equitable and Professional Management of Moose.

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed.

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative USHER of Westbrook.

Cosponsored by Representatives: BOLDUC of Auburn, CLOUGH of Scarborough, GOOLEY
of Farmington, LaVERDIERE of Wilton, LEMONT of Kittery, O’NEAL of Limestone,
TRIPP of Topsham, WHEELER of Eliot.
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Be it enacted by the People 6f the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§2-A, as corrected by RR 1997, c.

1, §11, is amended to read:

2-A. Number of permits. The commissioner may issue moose
hunting permits aeeerding-te-the-£following-sehedule+ based on all

QILeS8101a ; 1QNL111 ALQIMNQACION aValialbd

Ar--In-1994,-no-mere-than-1,200-permitsys
By--In-19956,-ne-more-than-1,400-permitss
Cv——In-1906-and-1997,-no-more-than-1,500-permitss-and

Dy~--Ia-1008 -and -in-eack-year-thereafter,-no-more-than-2,000
permiEs~

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1995, c.
443, §1, is further amended to read:

4, HBunting permits. In accordance with the provisions of
subsections 1-A and 2-A, the commissioner may issue moose hunting
permits and may establish the number of moose hunting permits to
be issued for each moose hunting zone. No more than 10% of the
moose hunting permits may be issued to nonresident and alien
hunters. A person whose application is selected may purchase a
moose hunting permit upon presentation of proof that the person
possesses:

A. A valid Maine hunting 1license, if the person is a
resident of the State; or

B. A valid Maine big game hunting license, if the person is
a nonresident or alien.

The fee for a moose hunting permit is $2b-for-1993,-$37-for-1994,

$38--for--1995--and - $29--foxr--1996 $30 for 2000 and every year
thereafter for residents and $200-fer—- r~$202 - for-- -$300
£or-1990B $300 for 2000 and every year thereafter for nonresidents

and aliens. While hunting moose, each nonresident or alien
hunter, both permittee and subpermittee, must be in possession of
a valid Maine nonresident or alien big game hunting 1license,
whichever is applicable,

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§4-A, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1993, c. 574, §22, is amended to read:

4-A. Subpermittees. A person may not hunt moose with a
permittee wunless the person is a subpermittee authorized in
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accordance with this subsection. An applicant for a moose permit
may indicate on the application filed pursuant to subsection 6
the name of a subpermittee-designate and the name of an alternate
subpermittee-designate. If the applicant is issued a moose
permit under subsection 7, the subpermittee-designate becomes a
subpermittee and the permittee may authorize the subpermittee to
participate in the moose hunt with the permittee. The permittee
may authorize the alternate subpermittee-designate to participate
in the hunt in place of the subpermittee-designate if the
permittee notifies the department of the authorization at least 5
business days prior to the first day of the moose season, in
which case, the alternate subpermittee-designate becomes the
subpermittee. The--permittee--may--cheese--net--to--auktherige--a
subpermittee--to--partieipate--in-the--hunt,-but--a A subpermittee
must always be in the presence of the permittee while hunting
moose, A subpermittee is not in the presence of the permittee if
contact between the permittee and the subpermittee requires
visual or audio enhancement devices, including binoculars or
citizen band radios. A permittee may hunt moose with no more
than one authorized subpermittee.

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1997, c. 24,
Pt. I, §3, is further amended to read:

6. Application procedure. Eligible persons wishing to
apply for a permit must file a writtem application for a permit

on a form furnished by the commissioner. The application fee
may not be refunded. h mi rmi

1j 1 bpermi = ign i i h n
by the applicant. A person may not file more than one

application. Any person who submits more than one application is
disqualified from the selection of permittees. The application
must be accompanied by an application fee of:

A. For residents:
£1)--Five-dellars-for-a-ene-chanece-appliecationy
£2)---Ten---dollars --for--a--3—chance-—-application, ---A
resident-must- possess —a-valid-big--game--hunting-license
to-be-eligible-te-purchase-a-3-ehanee-applications-and
£33}~ ~-FTwenty--dollars - for -8 -6—chance--application.—--A
resideont-must- possess —a-valid-big--game--hunting-license
te-be-eligible-to-purchase-a-6-chance-applications-or

4 j r n i n r icant;

Fi lar and fifty cents for the
rmi - n : or
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B. For nonresidents:
£1)--Ten-dollarc-for-a-one-chanee-applications
£2)--Twenty-dollars-for-a-3-chance-applications-and
{3)--Thirty-dollars-for-a-6-chanee-applieatien

Thir nd fif n r licant;

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§13, as amended by PL 1995, c.
455, §34, is repealed.

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§13-A is enacted to read:

B, All revenues derived from the application fees under

this subsection must be deposgited into a special nonlapsing
ithin m n nd m
inistrati n h
1 1 r X .

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §7463-A, sub-§14, as enacted by PL 1997, c.
432, §46, is repealed.

SUMMARY

This bill amends the moose hunting statutes to allow the
number of permits to hunt moose to be based on current
information available rather than set 1limits. It also changes
the fee amounts for the permits and applications, as well as
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assigning money from the applications to youth conservation
education programs. It repeals sections that establish public
auctions for moose hunting permits.
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