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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1432

H.P. 1021 House of Representatives, February 23, 1999

An Act to Improve Care to Nursing Home Residents by Requiring
Adequate Staff to Provide Hands-on Care.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative ETNIER of Harpswell.

Cosponsored by Senator BENNETT of Oxford and

Representatives: DAVIDSON of Brunswick, HEIDRICH of Oxford, JOY of Crystal,
LOVETT of Scarborough, Senator: PINGREE of Knox.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, there is ample evidence that nursing facilities are
under-staffed and that resident care is endangered; and

Whereas, short staffing leads to preventable illnesses and
injuries on the part of residents that actually increase the cost
of care; and

Whereas, short staffing hurts workers and diverts resources
away from direct care; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c.405-E is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 405-E
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Sec. 2. Methodology to determine nursing staffing. The Department
of Human Services shall contract with one or more experts in the
field of nurse staffing research and long-term care to recommend
a methodology for determining appropriate nursing facility
staffing levels based on resident acuity. The Commissioner of
Human Services shall present a proposal and any necessary
legislation to implement this methodology to the Joint Standing
Committee on Health and Human Services by May 1, 1999.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill increases the ratios of direct-care providers to
residents, defines 'direct care" as hands-on care and requires
extra staff at meal times to ensure adequate nutrition to
residents. This bill requires the Department of Human Services
to contract with one or more experts in the field of nurse
staffing research and long-term care to recommend a methodology
for determining appropriate nursing facility staffing levels
based on resident acuity and to report back to the Legislature by
May 1, 1999.
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