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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 1424 

H.P.I013 House of Representatives, February 18, 1999 

An Act to Require Insurance Coverage for the Treatment of Infertility. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on Banking and Insurance suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative MUSE of South Portland. 
Cosponsored by Senator RAND of Cumberland and 
Representatives: BULL of Freeport, STEVENS of Orono. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, this legislation requires that health insurance 
6 policies include coverage for the treatment of infertility; and 

8 Whereas, this legislation applies to all insurance policies 
and contracts in effect on or after January 1, 2000; and 

10 
Whereas, it is necessary that health insurance companies 

12 have sufficient time for preparation of this coverage; and 

14 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

16 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

18 safety; now, therefore, 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

22 Sec.t. 24 MRSA §2320·H is enacted to read: 

24 §2320-B. Infertility 
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1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 
following meanings. 

A. "Infertility" means the inability to get pregnant after 
one year of unprotected sex or the inability to carry a 
pregnancy. 

B. "Treatment of infertility" means the following 
procedures provided for the purpose of the treatment of 
infertility: 

(1) In vitro fertilization; 

(2) Uterine embryo lavage: 

(3) Embryo transfer; 

(4) Artificial insemination; 

(5) Gamete intrafallopian transfer: 

(6) Zygote intrafallopian transfer: 

(7) Intracytoplasmic sperm injection: 
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(8) Four completed egg retrievals per lifetime: and 
2 

(9) Low tubal egg transfer. 
4 

2. Reg:g,ired coverage. An individual and group nonprofit 
6 hospital and medical services plan contract or nonprofit health 

care plan contract must provide coverage for the treatment of 
8 infertility. A contract that provides coverage for the servic~ 

reQuired by this section may contain provisions reQuiring a 20" 
10 cQpayment by the insured. 

12 3. Al»Rlication. The reQuirements of this section apply to 
a policy, contract or certificate executed, delivered, issued for 

14 delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 
1, 2000. For purposes of this section, a contract is deemed to 

16 be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the 
contract date. 
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Sec. 2. 24·A MRSA §2745.H is enacted to read: 

§2745-B. Infertility 

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 
following meanings. 

A. "Infertility" means the inability to get pregnant after 
one year of unprotected sex or the inability to carry g 
pregnancy. 

B. "Treatment of infertility" megns the following 
procedures provided for the purpose of the treatment of 
.infertility: 

(1) In vitro fertilization; 

(2) Uterine embryo lavage: 

(3) Embryo transfer: 

(4) Artificial insemination: 

(5) Gamete intrgfallopign transfer: 

(6) Zygote intrafallopian transfer; 

(7) Intrgcytoplasmic sperm injection: 

(8) Four completed egg retrievals per lifetime; and 

(9) Low tubal egg transfer. 
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2. Required coyerage. An individual insurance policy or 
2 contract must provide coverage for the treatment of infertility. 

A contract that provides coverage for the service§ reguired by 
4 ~his section may contain provisions reguiring a 20\ copayment by 

the insured. 
6 

3. Application. The reguirements of this §ection apply to 
8 a policy. contract or certificate executed. delivered. i§sued for 

delivery. continued or renewed in thi§ State on or after January 
10 I. 2000. For purposes of this §ection. a contract is deemed to 

be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the 
12 contract date. 

14 Sec.3. 24·A MRSA §2837·I is enacted to read: 

16 §2837-I. Infertility 
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1. Definitions. A§ used in thi§ §ection. unle§§ the 
context otherwise indicates. the following terms have the 
following meanings. 

A. "Infertility" m~ the inability to get pregnant after 
one year of unprotected sex or the inability to carry a 
pregnancy. 

B. "Treatment of infertility" means the following 
procedures provided for the purpose of the treatment of 
infertility: 

(1) In vitro fertilization: 

(2) Uterine embryo lavage: 

(3) Embryo transfer: 

(4) Artificial insemination: 

(5) Gamete intrafallopian transfer: 

(6) Zygote intrafallopian transfer: 

(7) Intracytoplasmic §perm injection: 

(8) Four completed egg retrievals per lifetime: and 

(9) Low tubal egg transfer. 

48 2. Required coverage. A group insurance policy or contract 
must provide coverage for the treatment of infertility~ 

50 contract that provides coverage for the services reguired by this 
section may contain provision§ reguiring a 20\ copayment by the 

52 insured. 
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2 3. Application. The requirements of this section apply to 
a policy. contract or certificate executed. delivered. issued for 

4 delivery. continued or renewed in this State on or after January 
I. 2000. For purposes of this section. a contract is deemed to 

6 be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of-.tillt 
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Sec.4. 24·A MRSA §4234·F is enacted to read: 

§4234-F. Infertility 

1. Definitions. As used in this section. unless the 
~ntext otherwise indicates. the following terms have the 
following meanings. 

A. "Infertility" means the inability to get pregnant after 
one year of unprotected sex or the inability to carry a 
pregnancy. 

B. "Treatment of infertility" means the following 
procedures provided for the purpose of the treatment of 
int.u. til i ty : 

(1) In vitro fertilization: 

(2) Uterine embryo lavage: 

(3) Embryo transfers; 

(4) Artificial insemination; 

(5) Gamete intrafallopian transfer; 

(6) Zygote intrafallopian transfer: 

(7) Intracytoplasmic sperm injection: 

(8) Four completed egg retrievals per lifetime; and 

(9) Low tubal egg transfer. 

2. Required coverage. A health maintenance organization 
44 individual or group contract must provide coverage for the 

treatment of infertility. A contract that provides coverage for 
46 the services required by this section may contain provisions 

requiring a 20~ copayment by the insured. 
48 

3. Application. The requirements of this section apply to 
50 a policy. contract or certificate executed. delivered. issued for 

delivery. continued or renewed in this State on or after JanuaIY 
52 I. 20QQ. For purposes of this section. a contract is deemed to 
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be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the 
2 contract date. 

4 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

6 

8 SUMMARY 

10 This bill requires that health insurance policies include 
coverage for the treatment of infertility. Under this bill, a 

12 contract that provides such coverage may require a 20~ copayment 
by the insured. 

14 
This bill applies to all policies and contracts in effect on 

16 or after January 1, 2000. 
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