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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1411
S.P. 472 In Senate, February 18, 1999

An Act Regarding Counseling in Divorce and Separation.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

C 9O Brion

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator CAREY of Kennebec.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA c.7 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 7

B nar X £ W
rogram.
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rty' £ re with
r r ivor ff rogr

4, Costs. The court shall order each party to pay the
costs of attendance at a divorce effects program as provided in
section 402, subsection 2.

5. Temporary relief, For good cause shown, the court, prior
to referring the parties to a divorce effects program, may hear
m ion mpora reli i £3 ] i
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C. A c¢linical social worker, master social worker or social

W r licensed un Titl 2 r ; or

D, A c¢linical professional counselor, marriage and family
therapist, professional coungelor or pastoral counselor
licensed under Title 32, chapter 119,

r i i rogr

must present the following information to program attendees:

1. Effects of parental separation on children, The

h i n

A ildren’ mental e

B i n's r ren ration;

C. Potential maladjustment by children to parental

separation and possible responses by paren o such

maladjustment: and

D. E ion r lin ion for hildren wh

ren h r :

2. Parental skills. Skills, approaches and resources that

may assist separated parents in acting in the best interests of
. s rovider . i

A, Communication skills:

B, Conflict resolution skills:

. motion i inancial and work i nment.;

D by T ion;:

Page 2-LR1824(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

F i i for x in ing:

The provider of a divorce effects program meeting the
requirements of sections 402 and 403 shall provide a program

attendee with a certificate declaring the attendee's successful
om ion of the progr

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA §1651-A is enacted to read:

In _the case of a petition or complaint under section 851,
901 or 1654 that seeks an award of parental rights and
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes a divorce effects program. The court
must order every party to a proceeding for judicial separation,
divorce, award of parental rights and responsibilities when the
parents live apart or child support to attend such a program when
minor children are involved. The bill sets forth who may provide
such a program and the program's content with regard to the
effect of divorce on children. The bill also requires the party
initiating a judicial separation or divorce proceeding or
proceeding when parents live apart to show that parental
separation is in a child's best interest. The court must make
this finding prior to awarding parental rights and
responsibilities.
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