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L.D. 1346
DATE: L/«@«OD (Filing No. B- [079)
MHATo L (TY

EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "{]" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346, Bill, "An
Act to Amend the Laws Regarding the School Administrative
District Budget Approval Process"

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following:

'An  Act to Improve the School Administrative District and
Community School District Budget Development and Approval Process'

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the

enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place
the following:

'Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §405, sub-§10 is enacted to read:

10. Comprehensive school budget approval procedure. The
r hall vel m 1 mprehensi sch bu t
roval rocedur n workin in njunction with the
rtm ngl our h dmini i ni
adopt and implement the model as local scheool board policy. The
m 1l _pr re must b i rovi 1 in
collaboration between school officials and municipal officials
n n x frequen ortuni for 1i mment in the
velopment of nit’ nual

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §1304, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1983, c.

770, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

6. Writtenm ballot. An article must be voted on by written
ballot if at least 10% of those present and voting vote to use a
written ballot., The department, in consultation with municipal
and school officials and with organizations representing those

officials, shall develop and distribute guidelines to assist
distri u t meeting moderators in explaining and implementin

this subsection.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f%" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §1305, first §, as amended by PL 1987, c.
637, §1, is further amended to read:

If requested fore Januar 1, 2001 by a written petition
of at least 10% of the number of voters voting in the last
gubernatorial election in the municipalities within the district,
the board of directors shall cause the following article to be
voted on by the voters of the member municipalities.

"Shall School Administrative District No..... require that
the voting at future district budget meetings and special
district budget meetings be done by referendum within each
member municipality of the district instead of using the
district meeting procedure?

Yes No "

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §1305, sub-§4, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1987, c. 637, §2, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §§1305-A and 1305-B are enacted to read:

1 ~A nter r lter i £
Notwithstanding sections 1302, 1305, 1306, 1307 or 15617,
fter nuar 31 200 the form f th nual bu £
ch inistrative distri m e change nly in a rdan
with this section and section 1305-B,
1. Cost center summary budget format. The school
administrativ istric ud. m nsi of the followin

nter n u rtin

A E itures:
| 1 Prekindergarten r 12 instr ion;
r on rt:
(3) Leadership:

(4) Operations;

Transpor ion; and
ther commi nts:

B R n urces:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f?" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

(1) Foundation allocation;
(2) Debt service allocation, if any: and
3 Additional 1 1 funds:

cC. A _summar of total school administrative district
expenditures; and

D. Other optional local data showing the amount and
percentage of changes proposed in the state allocation, the
local r n e tal hool administrati istri
budget and related information determined appropria b h
board of directors.

2. B warr . The warran rticl r n th
legislati o h hool administrativ istri for
roval £f the chool inistrative distric m
rr ond he ries of the cost center summa e
described in subsection 1. In addition to expenditure and
revenue cost center summary totals, the board of directors shall
rovi voters reasonabl tail reakdown for ch major

subcategory within each budget category. The department shall
adopt routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter II-A defining and establishing the content of thosge
informational subcategories,

3. Appr 1 f nter s form An
article to establish the cost center summary budget format may be
placed on a warrant for a referendum vote by either a majority
vote of the board of directors or a written petition filed with

he ard of dire rs b 1 10% of the number of voters

voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities
in the school administrative district, The board of directors
shall place the article on the next scheduled warrant or an
earlier one if determined appropriate by the board of directors.
If he voters he ¢ nter a bud form
takes effect in the next budget year or in the following budget
year if the approval occurs less than 90 days before the start of
h nex U t ar nce a th A4 r h cost
center summary budget format may not be changed. In _a school
administrative district using the district budget meeting process
provided in sections 1303 and 1304 or a budget format her than
one established by the school administrative district voters
under section 13 the cost center ary bud form m e
4a d an b uently amended or repeal by majori f
h oard of directors.

4 Bu I 1 A _school inistrati district'
t center ummar bu t mus r d _a hool
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " §1" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

administrativ istric udget meetin provided in sections

1303 and 1304 or by a district budget meeting and budget
1i ion feren rovided in s ion -B.

r r enter lin Durin h

for which the et is approved using_ the cost center

summary budget form th oar f dir rs m ransfer an

amount n XC in % of th otal appropriation for an t

nter nother cost center or ong other cost nters withou

1 -B B 1i i referendum

Notwith ndin ions 1302, 13 1 1307 and 15617

fter nuar 1, 2001 he procedure for roval of th nnual

t f hool inistrative istri rovid under

ns 1304 and 1305 m chan only in a rdan with

hi ion _and ection 1 ~A. Th budget validation

referendum_process provided in this section may not be adopted
for in school administrative istrict nless he cos
center r t form rovided in ion 1305-A is al

. A hool administra ive district using the alternative

voting grgcgdurgg_g§tab11§ ed section 1395 may reconsider that

u nly if rt hat reconsideration voter e

of the cost center §ummgry budget format p;gvidgd in section

1305-A_or the ¢ nter summar udget forma nd th e

validation referendum process provided in this section,

1. Budget validatiom. Following development of the annual
school administrative district budget and approval at a district
budget meeting as provided in section 1305-A, a referendum may be
held in the school administrative district as provided in this
section to allow the voters to validate or reject the total

he distri m in

2 Appr of vali ion r ren r An
ion referendum process or
r summar forma with
13 ion referendum pr m e plac n warrant for a
referendum wote ither majori of th by f
ir r r wri n iti filed with th r f dir s
least 10% £ he n r f v r in in 1
n rial 1 ion in h municipalitie in h hool
inistrative district. The board of directors shall place th
rticle n_the nex h led warrant r an earlier one if
termine ropri b he ard of director 1f
he voter h enter summar dge r r
1i ion referen roce k £ff inning in next
e ear or the followin u ear if th ion cur
1 han a before the art of the next b r
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "FJ/" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

r h r h nter u form n

the budget validation referendum process may not he changed.

3, Validation referendum procedures. The budget validation
r T must held h 3rd r han r

Su or 1 1l holid following th h 1 f th
i i e in T by i x h
purpose of approving or rejecting the total digtrict budget
approved at the district budget meeting. The board of directors
hall rovide rinted information ispl llin
places to assist voters in voting, That information is limited

1 n r i r
enter summar u t eqgor rticl he amoun r d
h i i t m in an r £ h 1
hori xpenditure

1f rov h er f the school ministrativ istri

n isor ion m e t h et 1i ion
referen ilio llowing voter indi whether th fin
the budget too high or too low. The issue of whether to place

the advisory gquestion on the ballot may be considered by the
r a rt f th a i f h i ion

r rendum pr r m mitt he ter ar 1

for approval following the procedures described in subsection 2,

4 B 13 ion referen in T meth £
in n votin a 1i ion r i
provided in sections 1352 and 1353, except as otherwise provided

in this subsection or as is inconsistent with other reguirements
of this section.

A. A public hearing is not required before the vote,

B. The warrant for istri b m in follow
a e lidation referend m a nsoli

warrant covering hoth.

C. _The warrant and absentee ballots must be delivered to

the municipal clerk at least 7 days before the date of the

district b m in

D. Absentee ballots received by the municipal clerk may not
be processed or counted unless received after the conclusion
of the district budget meeting and before the close of the
polls.

E All vel s ntainin s e 11 r i
before the conclusion of th istrict bu meeting or
after the cl of th olls mus e mark "reje "

he municipal clerk
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'fJ " to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

F. The article to be voted on must be in one of the
following forms.

10
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1 In hool administrative di i h h n
approved inclusion on the ballot of the advisory
guestion described in subsection 3, the article must be

iall llows.
"Shall the School Administrative District No.
budget for the school year that was adopted
at the district budget meeting on be
approved?
Yes No"
In c 1 inistrati istri h
rov he inclusion on th 1 £ th isor
ion describ i i 3 h rti m
substantially as_follows.
"Shall the School Administrative District No.
budget for the 1 r w
h istric ud m in n be

approved?
Ygs NQ"
The following is a nonbinding _expression of

opinion for the consideration of the school
administrative district board of directors.

"I find the budget adopted at the district budget
meeting to be:
To igh T w'
5. Failure to approve budget. If the voters do not
validate the budget x in th istric m i
the budget validation referendum vote, the board of directors
noth i i i in ith
ions 1303 and 1304 le 1 fter the referen
vote on a budget approved T f direc . Th
r he distri m ing mu mitt h
r r vali ion refer in wi j
ion The pr mu r nti i r
istric et meeting an lidated at referendum. If a
is n approve nd vali d for ly 1 £ h
r ion 1308 lie
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 'f[" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

6.  Reconsideration of budget validation referendum
Ever 3 r hool inistrati istri h

h e the d validation referend ro hall
consider continued use of the process. The warrant at the budget
validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or
continuation of the referendum process must include an article by
which the voters of the school administrative district may
indicate whether they wish to continue the process for another 3
years, A vote to continue retains the process for 3 additional
years. A vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning
with the following budget year and prohibits its reconsideration
for at least 3 years.

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §1308, as amended by PL 1991, c. 429, §3,

is further amended to read:

§1308. Failure to pass budget

If a budget for the operating of the district is not
approved prior to July 1lst, the latest budget as submitted by the
board of directors is automatically considered the budget
appreved for operational expenses for the ensuing year until a
final budget is approved, except that, when the school board
delays the school budget meeting in accordance with section
15617, subsection 2, paragraph C, the operating budget must be
approved within 30 days of the date the commissioner notifies the
school board of the amount allocated to the school unit under
section 15613 or the latest budget submitted by the directors
becomes the operating budget for the next school year.

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §1701, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read:

7. Majority vote. A majority vote of those voters present
and voting shall be necessary for the approval of the annual
budget. An article must be voted on by written ballot if at

1 % h r n n v W n
llot. Th rtmen in _consul ion with municipal n
school officials and with organizations representing those
officials, shall develop and distribute guidelines to assist
district budget meeting moderators in explaining and implementing

hi u ion

Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §1701, sub-§9, YA, as amended by PL 1983, c.
485, §17, is further amended to read:

A. The budget format may be determined by the voters of a
community school district by adoption of an appropriate
warrant article at a properly called election held in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "VJ" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

accordance with the procedure set forth in section 15515
15617, subsection 6.

Sec. 9. 20-A MRSA §1701, sub-§11, B, as enacted by PL 1981,
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read:

B. Unless authorized by the voters or except as provided in
section 1701-A, subsection 5, the district school committee

may not transfer funds between line item categories.

Sec. 10. 20-A MRSA §1701, sub-§12, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read:

12. State-local allocatioms. To summarize the action taken
on the budget for the purposes of determining the community
school district's state-local allocations, the articles
prescribed in chapter 665,-shall 606 must also be voted on.

Sec. 11. 20-A MRSA §§1701-A and 1701-B are enacted to read:

1701-A. nt r lternati £

Notwithstanding section 1701, after January 31, 2001, the

for £ th nua £ mmuni istri
nge nly in cordan with i ion an i 701-B
1 r £ T i h
ri m nsi £ £ wi n
supporting data:

A. Expenditures:

1 Prekinder n to gr 12 ion;:
2 Instr 1 rt;
(3) Leadership;

B. _Revenue sources:

1 Foun ion al ion:

2 Deb ervice all tion, if any: an
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '}1 " to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

3 Additional local funds:

C. A summary of total community hool istri

D. Other ional local at showin nt an
rcenta f chan x in th llo ion he

1 1 share an h 1 mmuni hool distric u t
n r i ion rmi ropri h
mmunity school distri chool mmi

2 warr The warran rticles pr n h
islati f th ni chool distri for rov £
h mmuni school distri dge m r n h
categories of the cost center summary budget described in
subsection 1, In addition to expenditure and revenue cost center
mar 1 h istri hool mmi hall provi
nabl etail reakdown for h jor r

within each budget category. The department shall adopt routine
technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A
defining and establishing the content of those informational

b ori

3. Approval of cost center summary budget format. An
article to establish the cost center summary budget format may be

1 n warr for ren ither majori
f the distri hool committee or a written petition filed
with th i 1 % of th T r in
in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the
community school district. The district school committee shall
place the article on the next scheduled warrant or an earlier one
if determined appropriate by the district gchool committee, If
h h r mm form
takes effect in the next budget year or in the following budget
year if the approval occurs less than 90 days before the start of
h nex r n r h
center summary budget format may not be changed. In a community
school district using a budget format other than one established

th communit hool di ict v by nder ion 1701
ion n r m
n 1 n r r by majori f
h istri 1 i
4 r 1 A mmuni i ict'

r r ud m e rov ni hool
istri m in rovi in ion 17 ion
or 8 or by a distri b m in lidation

referendum rovi in ion 1701-B
5. _Tr fer n n A0
Notwith ndin ction 1701 s ion 11 ragr rin
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4/" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346
h r for which the budget is approved using the cost center

summary budget format, the district school committee may transfer
n amount no p:4e ing 5% of the total appropriation for any

cost center to another cost center or among other cost centers

without voter approval.

§1701-B, Budget validation referendum

After January 31, 2000, the procedure for approval of the
annual budget of a community school district provided under
section 1701 may be changed in accordance with this section and
section 1701-A, The budget validation referendum process
provided in this section may not be adopted for wuse in a
community school district unless the cost center summary bhudget
format provided in section 1701-A is also approved.

1. B vali ion Following development of the annual
community school district budge an roval distri
budget meeting as provided in section 1701-A, a referendum may be
held in the community scheol district as provided in this section
to allow the voters to validate or reject the total budget

a d h istri t meeting.

2 Appr 1 of d 1i ion ref n rOC An
article to establish the budget validation referendum process or
h st center summar form t her with th
validation referendum process may be placed on a warrant for a
referendum vote by either a majority vote of the district school
committee or a written petition filed with the district school
committee by at least 10% of the number of voters wvoting in the
last _gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the
community school district. The district school c¢committee shall
place the article on the next scheduled warrant or an earlier one
if determined appropriate by the committee. If adopted by the
voters, the cost center r t form r h
validation referendum process takes effect beginning in the next
bu ar or the followin e ar if th val occurs

han for r f the nex n
adopted by the voters, the cost center summary budget format and
the budget validation referendum process may not be changed.

3. Validation referendum procedures. The budget validation
referendum mu held n he r a her han
n r 1 1 holi followin h h f th

igtri budget meeting. The vote t referen i for th

purpose of approving or rejecting the total community school
istri bud rove he distri u meetin Th

distric chool commi shall provide prin information e
ispl ollin lace t i v T in ing. Th

Page 10-LR0342(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "#{" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

information dis limited to the total amounts proposed by the
committee for each cost center article, the amount approved at

the district budget meeting and a summary of the total authorized

expenditures,

If approved by the voters of the community school digtrict, an
advisory gquestion may be added to the budget validation
referendum ballot allowing voters to indicate whether they £ind

t high or low., The i wh by
e isor u ion on ball m nsi h
voters as part of.
referendum process or may be submitted to the voters separately
for approval following the procedures described in subsection 2,

4. B lidation refer um _votin Th metho f

in n in a udget vali i £ n i
provided in sectiong 1352 and 1353 for school administrative
districts, except as otherwise provided in this subsection or as

is inconsistent with other requirements of this section.

A. A public hearing is not reguired before the vote.
B. The warrant for a district budget meeting to be followed

by a budget validation referendum may be a consclidated
warrant covering both,

c. The warrant and absentee ballots must bhe delivered to

the municipal clerk at least 7 days before the date of the
district hudget meeting.

D A ntee 1 r iv the municipal clerk m not

be processed or counted unl receiv fter th oncl

of the district budget meetin nd for h f th

polls.

E. All envelopes containing absentee ballots received
x h n ion f th istri i r
r th 1 of ls m mar "rej b

the municipal clerk,

F. The article to_ be voted on must be in one of the
following forms,

1 In mmuni chool istri h h n
appr inclusion he 11 isor
ion descri in section h rticle m

substantially as follows:
"Shall h mmun i hool District No,.
udget for th school r th was d
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT W%}</to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

at the district budget _meeting on he
approved?
Yes No"
2 In mmunit chool districts that ha Approv
he inclusion on th 11 f the isor u ion
d ribe in ubsection 3 h articl mu be

substantially as follows.

"Shall _the Community Schopol District No.

u for th school year that was adopted
at the district budget meeting on be
approved?

Yes No"
The following dis a nonbinding expression of
opinion r_the nsideration o h mmuni
school district school committee.
"I _find the budget adopted at the district budget
meeting to be:
Too high Too low"
5. Failure to _approve budget. If the voters do not
ii h u appro in_th istri b meetin
th et validation referendum vote h igtric chool
mmitte hal hol nother i i b meetin in
ccordan with ion 1701, s ion 1 fter
the referendum to vote on a budget approved by the committee.
The u ve t he distric meeting mu b
submitted to _the voters for validation at referendum in
accordance with this section. he process must gg ggggg ed until
et is appr a istri m in 1i
at referendum. If a budget is not approved and yglidaggg before
Jul 1 £ h ear h lat mi he
committee is automaticall onsi
expenses for the ensuin ar until
XC h when th cho mmit 1 h di ri t
ing in accordance with ion 15617 n 2 raph
MMMMW
h mmissioner n t1f1 he school commi o] h
all hool nder ion 1 r the 1
udge ubmi s the commi ee m h ratin ud

for the nex hool ar,

R nsideration £ u 1i ion referendum
pProcess, Every 3 year ommuni chool istri ha

Page 12-LR0342(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "47" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

h 1i ion r r m hall nsider
£ h r h
validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or
in ion he referen T m incl i

which the voters of the community schoel digtrict may indicate
whether they wish to continue the process for another 3 years. A
vote to continue retains the process for 3 additional years. A
vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning with the

followin e ear and prohibi i r nsideration r at

least 3 years.,

Sec. 12. 20-A MRSA §15614, sub-§§3 and 4, as enacted by PL
1983, c. 859, Pt. G, §§2 and 4, are amended to read:

3. Additional local appropriation. A school administrative
unit may raise and expend funds for educational purposes in
addition to the funds under subsections 1 and 2. An_article in

substantially the following form must be used when a_ school
ini ti unit is considering the appropriation of
ition 1 1l funds:
"Article : T e wh um municipalitys/distri
will rai n appropri h um of (R mmen
in itional Jlo un r hool ur nder h
Maine Revi Ti -A i 1 4,"

4, Vote. Actions in subsections 1 to 3 shall must be taken
by a recorded vote.

Sec. 13. 20-A MRSA §15618-A, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1989, c.
615, §1, is repealed.

Sec. 14. 20-A MRSA §15618-A, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1989, c.
615, §2, is repealed.

Sec. 15. Implementation and evaluation of State Board of Education
recommendations.

1. State Board of Education study. Not later than July 1,
2003, the §State Board of Education shall convene a study
committee to review all aspects of the implementation of the
school budget format and voting procedure recommendations
contained in its Report on School Governance to the Joint
Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs issued on
January 15, 2000. The study must review and assess the impact of
implementation of the recommendations and determine whether
additional changes are necessary, including, but not limited to,
an evaluation of whether school administrative districts and
community school districts need additional options to change
their budget format or procedure once the recommendations of the
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/f'{" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

state board are adopted. The state board shall report its
findings, including any necessary implementing legislation, to
the Second Regular Session of the 121lst Legislature and the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
education matters not later than January 31, 2004.

2. Interim monitoring and reporting by the Department of
Education. Beginning Januwary 31, 2001 and continuing until
January 31, 2003, the Department of Education shall annually
report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over education matters on the experiences of school
administrative districts and community school districts with the
implementation of the cost center summary budget format and the
budget validation referendum process. The report must include a
summary of the number and types of school administrative units
utilizing the new budget format and voting procedure, the types
of budget formats and voting procedures used by each unit, the
impact of the new budget format and procedure on budget adoption
in the wunits, including the date of final budget adoption and
frequency of repeat votes required, and concerns identified with
the new format and procedure that require action before
completion of the State Board of Education review provided in
subsection 1,

3. Resource assistance team. The Department of Education
and the State Board of Education, following consultation with the
Maine School Management Association and8 the Maine Municipal
Association, shall establish a resource assistance team as a
source of assistance available to school administrative units
with questions about adopting the new budget format and procedure
or implementation of the o0ld or new budget procedures. The
resource assistance team must be in place by September 1, 2000.
The experiences of the resource assistance team must be included
in the department’'s annual report to the Jjoint standing
committee.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

The State Board of Education will incur some minor
additional costs to convene a study committee, submit the
required report and establish a resource assistance team in
conjunction with the Department of Education. These costs can be
absorbed within the board's existing budgeted resources.

The additional costs associated with submitting the required
reports and establishing a resource assistance team in
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "J 1" to H.P. 949, L.D. 1346

conjunction with the State Board of Education can be absorbed by
the Department of Education utilizing @existing budgeted
resources. '

SUMMARY

This amendment is the majority report of the committee and
replaces the bill. The amendment establishes an optional new
school budget cost center format and budget approval process for
use by school administrative districts and community school
districts. The new options replace format and approval options
that are available under current law and that will no longer be
available for adoption, but, if in place, may continue to be
used. No district will be required to adopt either the new
format or the budget approval process. However, after the
effective date of this Act, if a district wishes to change the
format or process it currently uses, the new options will be the
only alternatives available. Both the budget format and the
budget approval process may be adopted by the voters of the
district at referendum. In certain circumstances, the new format
may also be adopted by the local school board on its own
initiative. The cost center summary budget format may be adopted
separately or the new format and the approval process may be
adopted together to complement each other.

The new optional budget format consists of 6 standard
expenditure areas and 3 standard revenue areas, each with
accompanying plain language explanations. There is also an
overall summary expenditure item. The 9 cost centers and summary
under the new budget format form the basis for the budget warrant
articles that are submitted to district voters for approval
annually. The amendment authorizes school boards to transfer up
to 5% of the school budget between budget cost centers without
voter approval.

The new optional budget approval process allows district
voters to add a 2nd step to the process for finalization of the
school budget. If the new process is adopted by voters, after
initial approval of the district budget at a district budget
meeting, the total budget approved must be submitted to the
voters of the district for final wvalidation at a district
referendum within 3 days of the district budget meeting. If the
voters reject the budget at referendum, another budget must be
considered at a district budget meeting at least 10 days after
the referendum. The budget adopted at the subsequent district
budget meeting must then be submitted to the voters for
validation in a separate referendum vote. The process is
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repeated until a final budget is approved at a district budget
meeting and validated at referendum.

The amendment directs the State Board of Education to
develop a model comprehensive school budget approval procedure
that maximizes 1local <c¢ollaboration among school officials,
municipal officers and the public in developing and approving
school budgets and encourages school administrative units to
adopt the procedure as local school policy. The amendment also
requires the state board to study the new budget format and
approval process and to report back to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having Jjurisdiction over education
matters by January 31, 2004. In the interim, the Department of
Education is directed to monitor the impact of the new law and to
report annually to the committee on its effect, and the
Department of Education and the State Board of Education are
charged with the responsibility of developing a system to provide
assistance to school administrative units wishing or attempting
to implement the law.
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