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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1264

S.P. 427 In Senate, February 16, 1999

An Act to Ensure Freedom of Speech and Association on Campus.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered
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JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator PENDLETON of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative MACK of Standish and

Senators: BENNETT of Oxford, AMERO of Cumberland, CATHCART of Penobscot,
Representative: BUCK of Yarmouth.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §10006 is enacted to read:
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D, "Protected speech" means speech that is protected or
guaranteed under the United States Consgtitution, Amendments
I and XIV and under the Constitution of Maine,
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SUMMARY

This bill ensures that postsecondary students' rights of
speech and association will not be unconstitutionally abridged by
postsecondary educational institutions incorporated or chartered
by the State. The bill defines protected speech and association
and describes impermissible institutional interference. It sets
forth court action students may take when their rights are
violated.
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